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We we vvirltlpg to inform Vou that the Department of Justice ond-tho Federal Bureau of 
Investig ation (FBt) y acwitly conducted a review of the olrcumjituaw surroviitding thedeath of 
y° w iWF 1 1 Mtw#a Snipes, oil July -l 8, 1946. We regret 1 to Inform von that' wo are • 
unable to proueedftixther with a federal wtadnal iriVostigfttion of this matter because the row 
responsible Sot your family member's death, Eflww'd Williamson is deceased, as la l/ynwood 
Harvey, $16 o^ly other poreon present when Mr, Mpoa was shot, Plwe accept oiw silicon? 
condolences on the loss of your tally member. 

Over the last SO years, the Civil Rights Division oftlie Department of Justice has been 
hjstt'unwntnl ir) MnuiJirt Jvotioo to soma of thomtiou'Bruosrt; disturbing civil rights amwlmes, 
Today, the Division continues to iw its rsaourew m\ expertise to identify, locate, and, wiWW 
powilble, prosemito those responsible for committing wdftlly-rnqtlvBtod crimes committed mere 
them 40 yowsag*), 

' fa 2006, the JJS6J b0j!«ft its "Cold Come initiative' ' — « oompruheiiBlve effort to identify 
and itivystlga'ta i'Heiiiily-mcrtivft^d mwdore omrunltfod decades ego. Towiufd llitit end, each of th* 
5(5 FBI field offices searched their "oo'ld ease Hies 1 ' to identify Incidents which might be ripe for 
irwostl^fiUon. to Fobtuwry of 2007, thy FBI announced (he next phese of the initiative, which 
includes n partnership with thp National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
..(NAACP), the Southern, Poverty Haw Oetittn' (SPLC), and the National Urban League l<q wmai 
the Bur in Identifying widliloual caaea ivv investigation and to-solioit tbeli.' help. 'In October 
2008, the "Emrnett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Aoi" C'Emmett'T ill Act") bocww law 
giving the D^wtowf of Justice additional tooln to investigate "violations of wlralatd civil rights 
atatutfts . , . Kwultpnifl in isftftf that ' Wuiwl hot infer than December 31,1 969 ■* 

'Hie federal review oonoornlng Mr. Snipes'*! death was begun pursuant to the Co|d Cfise 
ftdttatlvs wid the Brmnelt Till Act, This review was ucwluoled by FBI Special Agents 0^ tm 
experienced "cold cew"' olvli rights prosoontor, We have paw concluded that tsmm ond wish to ' 
mm you in writing of our flndinga. 
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As part of ita review of to o bourns timoos of Mr, Snipes 'a death,, the TBI retrieved the 
194(3 FBI file relating to to shooting; Interviewed youj oontadsd the Taylor County Sheriff* 
Department and to Georgia Bureau oflnvestlgatoi; (rad oonduotcd searches or Georgia death 
"JWJOtffo. 

According to out review, to day before to shooting, July 17, 1946, Mfi Snipes was to 
only AiWoarc-Awierioon in to Rupert, Georgia, Voting Dtstrbt to vote in to gubernatorial ■ 
primary emotion. Accordingly, In August '1946, to FBI Investigated to shooting at (ho request 
of totispartmofttof Jwtlw to determine whetor Mr, Snipes bad been killed bemuse he hjd 
exwolried his into to vote. 



|jfflg>: ]Mr, SBlpealMEl «M to FBI — ;^|™ iOT 

in to house wlCMr. Snipes wlien Mr. Williamson and Mr, Harvey drowup W oaiied Mr, 
Sntgen out'ofto houso, AoooidJng MwKQ) ,]tore w«e toe© or four man In f 
,.prr™Wed tot Mr, Snipes talked to tolnwIiSd tortG3hqw-d-tw^-ahc>ta,-ft-patj a^ y .tu4-tixt».i 



5 ovU'of to houso, Aoooidjng , [tore wens three or four man In to oar, H^-- -^fe3C^JC?> 

toWlnei iwu tort [Irtom-d-two-shota,-ft- ^ . MJp) 

third snot, Mr, Snipe); onotebsck into to tiouKo, holding his .arm. Mr, Snipe's wd |T* 

nt Mr. Williamson hud shot him bowtusehe had tiled to got Mr. Snipes to work at a Sawmill, 
Wf^F^torf-want to And someone to take Mr. Snipes to the hospital.. Mr, 'Snipes hud boon 



ItaTly wounded and died on My $0, 1946, at Montgomery Hospital in Butfer, \{W)!P) JmUd 

when n lWP) [ brouj^Mte Snipe's elotosbiiok from to hospital, ntontoAvMto*... 

liodktlWi pocket, ' 



Quit 1 
handled! 



i pocket, 



TOOT 




Mr. ^Hg P l oldto M totL3top,fliwfowwltomen ia-to.oar-. ...TO C ) 
,180 and tlwtlwo o f to. men Wflro Ml, Williamson and Mr, Harvey. Like 
yflawshotfrf-; jflirtor confirmed tot Mr, Snipes said tot ftfjjtfft 



W tmtefl iffift to -mk at to saw mill for sovqiml days nod ho oouid not. Mr, 'Snipes tolctLB-— 
(WHO)., " jtliat ho had started back 'toward to bonne after one of the mm 



' told Mr, Snipes not to run twd ton shot him, 

Mr, Williamson told the FBI tot, on My Ifc UM6,- he and Mr. Harvey drove to Mi 1 . 
Snlpes's homo to pellet* a $10- debt Mr, Snipes owed him, Mr, Williamson oltdmwl that wlwvlie 
suggested to Mr, Snipes tot Mi\ Harvey pay to debt In exchange for Mr. Snipes working at Mr. 
Harvey's snw mill, Mr, Snipes reused -the offer, pulled out it knife, Ignored a warning to stop 
back, and ton ■stepped toward Mr, Wllluiinson, At tot point, Mr, Williamson, who was still 
sitting In the mir, pulled ft ,32 caliber pistol from to ((love compartment and Sired two shots at 
Mr, Snipes, finally wounding him. 

Mr. Haryoy gtivo to FBI a filmto uooouat of to shooting, except that Mr, Httrvey 03 
dint Mr, Snipes took two steps btwk prior to pulling the knife out of his pocket. Morever, Ms, 
'H«rvay. did not eonflrm tbut Mr. Williamson v/arned Mt. Snipes to bttOk away or tot Mr, Snipes 
stepped forward before Mr, Williamson shot him, ■ ■ 



On July '22, 1946, a CattW'B Jury in Butter ruled that Mr. Wtllimmflan acted b self- 
dotfmso, In. liyMNR 1 MG» to Dopfltatent of Justine tmrtruoted to> BBJ Cp doee Uieitf 
tovwtlipitloti, having ooi»glod«4th8t«tll tha available (wtimonfa] OYWotKte ludtoatod thai "the 
shooting (tfo'w ftiwr » pofdfowl difference: wtwl&tod to ws pit of voting* ' 

The -FIJI oandwtBct Wtifohsw* of Guorjfla dsath iwords and obtained duath owtlfloatos 
indkmtto# that Mr, Williamson died on GfeSlfe** 29, 1 P#S, and Mr. Hwvey died o» Mart* 20, 
■ 5003, 

Afbr esiwJW review o# thtj tooldtwt, wo have ooiwhidfid thn-l In flhtmal-lkoly IVflttt that 
additional tewrtig^ea ooold idoutily tlw ofe msm or rtioit alleged to hav<j \ma h tf» cm' with 
tho now deoetsaed Mr, WilUfunsoii and Mr, I-fcway when Mi', Snijjea was shot, wo would bo 
unable to ^Uibliflh that they weis criminally Uabto fan the aotl tos of Mi', WllUwwm, 
Accordingly, wis lwo no ohaisjo hot to oloso our itiveutlgfftloia, . 

W« fOgrot thftt wo cannot bc> of fitftbw wwiiffetBtfp to yott. . Aguim, please aooept pup store 
ciMidolenojs the k>s» of yam tolly twmbor, 
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Wo wo writing to toiform you tbajt the Oqptteeajt of Jwltoe «nd the'PedtJttil Bureau of 
Investigation (PB1J recently wndnoted n review of the i#WJ#toc«fl surrounding the* dettth of 
your family member, Hffiiard Brooks, on Augutft 12, 1 950, Wo Te^'et to Infoi'm you that wo w 
imcihlo to proc^d Anther wlth'afaclefal oriminnl investigation of this nwrttar bootaw the person 
responsible for Mr, Broob'a d wth, Mowln E. Mills, is docoasedi Pleuse aoc'ept our atowo 
condolence s' on tlio loss ofyour fiurrily mianbor. 

to to lui 50 years, the Civil Rfafats Division of the Pepwtnofit of fiP been 
Instciimoutfll in bringing Jiwliw to aome of the nation's most dlratorhing civil rights em wlmtjo. 
Today, ii Division oontinnw to use Its resoww :tmd wpwtise to identify, locate, dad, where 
■powtibte, prowuto tbojro roajionsibto For committing rucidly-moUvatBd orimos (lontmlttod more 
Sun 40 jw» ago-, 

. in ^0D<5, the If ISI begun its "Cold CHue Initiative — a oo^wehaulw offotl to identify 
ami ibvepUaata rtiolfilly-motivated murder committed dooddw ftgo, Tow&t'd $wtt end, wsfc of tb« 
56 FBI Sold oESous ErtwriShed their "cold mho tlW to identify Incidents whioh might be ripe for 
lnY»s%ation, In F^'bmary of 2007, the FBI nmwunoed the iwxt phmw of the Initiative, whjoh 
includes d pttrfiwrship with the National Association for the Ad vwomcnt of Colored l?«ople 
(NAAOP), fte Southern Poverty Lttw Center (fJPIX!), and the National 'Urban Uugna to m^lat 
the FBI in Identifying additional cases for investigation im,d to uoliult thdi help, In' October 
2008, Use "itoraoti Till Unsolved CM Rights Crime AW" ("Bmmalt till Aof ) Iwwro law 
giving the Depertpwnt of Justto® additional tools to iavaBtlgftte "VfoMorw of oriminftl olvil rlgftls 
mMM . . . wOTittln^J'ln death tint "oomuwd not ItuCtsr than Deeemlw 31, 1969," 



OP! R,(500l'ds 



Rs:T.<W08/10 



The #t?dwfo3 review concerning Mr, Brooks's deft* ww bej^n-puimwrtt to the Cold Cw 
Initiative mi the Etrunelt Till Aot, 'fid a review was oondwofed by FBI Special Agents and aa 
expert owed "oold cuflo*' ojvii rlghtu prosecutor. We have now ooueludiDd thstivvkw find wish to 
Inform you k writing of our findings, 

Airpwt of Ito review of the olvouwtnwwe of Mr, BrooksV death, the FBI waewbtfd and 
iwlewed njedla errtiotou from 1$30) obtained thetlle of the Montgomery Mloe 'Oo^rtoiwt 
{MPD), whtoh oonduoted the loool Investigation; md oondueted nern'obes pf Alabama -dwth - 

Aw«Hfl| to our mlm, WD OJHow Mtata Mills fatally «tat Milliard Bseoks ra 
AuguaC 12, 1950. At tiiotlm«of1h» shooting, a bustWvMcoittewtedOlfflowMn^wd-wpojrtwl 
tiwt Mr, Swoki waa areating n cUeturbanw on ft publb bus. Officer Mills p.t?ited Hurt when ha 
began to question Mr. Broofe, bo oeuue towficds Officer MUb In en aggressive manner. Oftlcor 
Mills pushed Mr. Broolw to the ground .and warned him not to tidvahoe, Mr, Broofts got up, hit 
Oltlow MIHb, and pulled Ehe whistle and chuln from Ofllow Mills's urilfbim /thlrt, Qffwor Mills- 
fired a shot fit Mr. Brooke, striking him in the abdomen. Mr, Brook* dlad from his Injuria the 
Mowing day, 

The Ml'D Board coaeluded tlwt Qfrloer MUIb «rt*d In t04t&a&, but reeommended 
thdt (ho onstj bo turned over to tht> Circuit Solicitor of Montgomery County to bo presented btf&ro 
a grand jury, Montgomery Mayor John Oloodwyn wneujred with mis recommendation. 
However, (ha Alabama. State Pltftrlof Attorney's Office hew no record of any grand jury 
proceedings orwiruiuaJ trials pertaining to the decrth of Mr. Brook*, 

' In uddltion to the findings described above, the federal Invalidation determined thut 
Mi-. Mills died on May 30, l9£>3. 

Altar twftil review of this incident, wo have eouoluded that the now dooowd Mr. MlUff 
noted flloiw wbrn ha shot mid killed Mr, Brooks nndthoMore, wo baye iw oholee but to olose our 
IrtvisHtigadon, 

We regret thai m oaruiot bo of fitfUuw assistance to you. Again, please accept our sincere 
condolence* 011 th« low bf yQur ft willy member, 

. ■ < Sincerely, 



Pti([eFltagwUd 
Deputy Chlflf ih-Chnrge of the Cole! Caie Initiative 
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We-Wd Wlifiug to Mom ybntlmttho D&pauflierit of Jiistioo'sudtbo Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FB^) itwntJy conducted a revlw of ih()<ub tjuoaiiUmwa avuwurtdtag die- dwfhs' of 
yow|QBn£tai7'T. andHarrlsteo V,- Moore, dutt fa Iftjurio's frjubiitwd when o bomb detoturtod 
UntocWafc xlaeik* Jbomo on BiScoinbtsr 25+ 1:951, We-regret ^ bS&rjn yoai-tlrat Wl'ara unable 1# 
ptooaftd fijrther with a-fedairalca'Jailiial'lw^ligatltju'of "ttiia JtHift^c Tsacu^ ee» fhe.p&sooiB who'dra 

MlSwL SplWy, at&'deoft'ased.. Ftomoficoept mutineers eoncfateiiepa flfl tl^luasofytiiir 
patents, 

OverChpIturt SOyaara, tho Civil lUslitV Division of *b& npptiiirtftml: Wf JuaticdhaH bow 
••fjflttuiWahtsl In bringing jtf&to to some aflSwinHt&Mi^taosi; disturbing uivikightjwt crimoB. 
Today,, tta Division oontiaues'lo use toiescawos and.t*p<iriibivto identify, inoate, uit^-wtab 
pwtbl^.pMSouuics <ho«o jf»ig3a>n»ible tat ooMrmttbiB taolally-nfotlvirWd wlmos mrmtitbfir,»1.0 
yenta ago. , , '» 

Jo 200<3, die FBI began life '^Coltl Ciiffo lulfisdlV V* ~ 8 oompwstwfiaivo- 4k)il to idou% 
taut tafttf&Me wftlnUy-'molivrttcd murdew cotnwiiMl d Wfwton ago, Toward ihat- e'rtd, each of iho 
'56 Indite 

lttVeSff^jBftLcia In l"«bnrwrj ttf2D07, the^lfflmomoed ikonext pta* fcfth* initiative, whfch 
inclurJflB a iMOiamwB>ilp. V/ii3\ 1ibe :Ntrtioi%i Association fbvthb AdvMcttocflt biMMoiod Petfpte 
•(NAA'CPXnbfe'JJottthceii Sw^Tfatf Center <SMU2), and too National TJarbaftl^uu tt>-ffl*fitt 
tho JMM in fdmitifyin.B additional tttsea for Inv&atgatlon and to solicit tbeit help. In October 
2M8, tiw'&ciaett Til! UwfolVOd CM Kighrsi AotV ("KnunoitTlU Act ri ) baeamejai* glviog-ths 
liopartownl of Justice additional tools to mm\ ®m ,! vIo lat ksna •ofpi'brauaJ eitfll lights 
statutes , . ,.ieawHpitig] -JntlKaflh fliat "befc«*bd not 'Iniep-'ttian. December 3.1 , 
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Tfa&ifeddral review coni&jcnfag Mr. and Nfis, Mood's decitha ■wiiB'beguii jjttrsiitutt tatHie 
Gold Gaite itJitl&tlv& and flib ten'6tt Till Act. this iwiew whs waflouted. by T-'BI tfpeoj&l Agents 

■wie1itoiflfomy&a1rVWlilng'6fWi ,: firtdl.iig(T, 



Assart of'lts review of ;UiO'oir(MWni(iwicW <M Mr, ad Mrs. Mo^sf -doaihfJ, tlu? iP}3j( 
Tesaaro'hodtoid'i^ievvvd mfedla ctttolttt'fafe 1051} obtained Jha'ffBI** tft-SJ invealigiitoa files 
•obtained" tho roaults «f .the W8 jolntkve»tte«tloQ ! by tho Bwvafcd Cotint? BWitFS OiSoe 
.jpcSD)-ttid1frfr HftMtrd County .State Attorney'ii Office; bbtfttned lbs rwilts ojEUte-.Wi 
Jr^6i*%it3oh by tk> Mdrida'kopRXtaCsn't of LawlMorotoitfttt; -and obtfttoad foe sesblta ©frflio 
2W4 itwwtlgaiuai by thfi> Hotlda Attorney Seecr/d'a Gfftc*- of Civil Uteris. TfteJWs wiftw of 
iba jaw'taoi torftSUepUetts. identified left former matabera -d' the wated Worlda'lCu JClu^Kteo 
who m^y hayelbfrd pertinent Jnfoimatiawttboirt tho bomblhg: l%1tex inve'sugatioa involving 
•ifttatVfevw and rcKMftfc of d6«th b6r*ifi<&tea revoalbd'tlM eight ofcth© potential <wttueKiwK W» 
-oomfite'jd'td oc ttottd, nail iw weuo cmahJo to be ."locked, but miiipboTed to bis float), Mi 
©xiiiw^tlvqiovlowttonducit&d'by. tha KBIand tittorbeya -jEtoiit'tbo D«pai?tra.<iM.* of Jugfice Civil 

iDrVifdon did not pradtiwany tiowilewJsv 

•AtscordUiff'W-ow tevie^-on Use^gto offiaeeinW 25, ft bomb o^qdodtmdBrta 
houses of Mi', and Mrs, Moora, IMwplMoh killed Mr, Msorts totaritly, -Mrs. Moom 
KUooumbi&d tobei^njuriei? nlft^dftya lufcir, HawyMooW aulivc-pai'cloipflinln the^atly 
olvil rights moveineiit of the.2()thocnti;ry f Mo starlet! teftroYard County chapter :otfflieNAA0J? 
in ntsd SKfWd tw feNAACP's tot stalftsrtd* Bkwutivu Stewetary. T-Tia civil -tighte 
advdoctey was welUripWo hi dioaroa, Koflpoke oat tgHinut Aynolilnga, polloo- tu'iTHi)Hy r 
jrwqwultba fc'the'wlwitoaljusftlcu- ayfrtwri, andfouptfor wtoftilfchts and pay equality. Tvtr. ond 
Mb), Moore vwo ttiU'cihorfi 'into flegro^afctl public tsobools. in "Brevard County, pferida, from 
•1S&3 tbmigh l«Mti, the yaw 1 ilnit the sdhpol dbriiict did not re'new l&elr contractu - -n common 
tno'tl'ff ot'ibtiiiitdaLfon xmd to allaace 'teso-wbo 'fought for ©Ml rights, 'Mr, Mooro\i dvil rlgbte 

WbikJto ait«Ms vwffttovermiiileiii ftiuansb, four ^ibjoot&woxo impljoaMiiilthtt 
bom'ljlog, all kfibvtfifc'be Irlgh wuik fag nr«mkta wiWiithtj'ICu icluxKltrnfaMliootinwl %ionoi' 
Florida, TJxe hiM FBT intfWflgfiil&Q foou^-eifthteXlastled Ha .twq.ptai.ww1i(|oi>ts BurtX 
SMoMyn «fiH TObttgrlB. BelVfa, 'UbtJimonThad-a rapqtfition fot violrtrt'doj iiffrjnfe.bjjt5n expelled 
•flmflic Klttii Kluwrofl inCrteOr^a ibi; ibctes'tooi violent. •GbuCdbJittrtl ihfospraaittB 'told 1ihol?Bl 
' lb at h&t h Brooxlyn jind.Bo ivfn had .pai-Utipfitftd In b cuttings a nd 'bo riibl jnga ih 'ibo -pm '■ 1 ttfotwante 
iM^tKMiM that dtafrifi pnp KltiamflBUnfi, 'BrodkljSR-ficbiKWad tiia rother kUit'rawibow a^otob 
oftbe floof pJ'im of'tlw Moor»'^ hc«na, and WtfM&tag t/Sau^ iojo'ln-blm Inofwltifl lioboma, 
Belvthi Was tilso present during this- mooting, having iwlvc^wifliHtO'olUyji, Months bofor'&'te 
bombliifc fl vA\w.*a MentlifedWiwlyn and Dolsdn ftf) balijg hi a ibotil i bro-aaiduii-direedons to 
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iWNiooi'e'Sr.liotjtM, Btooitlyrt -obtalni -n^t tttdowiVibi-iils ■wbbru&bouts to CbfiatniM night, 
Additionally, an EBl kforraiuifwiw \Wh a-fcllw Kten awmbe* atafed that Uxoolcl-yti'lriUlhlm -Ju 
•fitly to diitt lie otf of d ynatelh,.:iifrving *wd tt-«B Ofi Hs Mr job, ^urthfli-aaaio, Mvk 
•WBi»'fcaownJo'w6a3P a sbae 6 sboe, and to 6-8 Jbofedtti WBto^iifidHt'te jftenfc $ tile 
yjupltiaion. iJtotfd^ ^r&eliomlilUg, BelvinVMtfraMtt to,pfly off fee bnlfLncc (vBliIs.ffiOrfgftge. " 

BttotilWyji <md Belvto both diod wWl6 the Hill's initial 'Investigation tyte'&inij (KAlNtod. 
0«lvfo 4ivi<6$ MM causes inAwgiwt $6$, afiA BftokSya died iffafttunl ftwaaea w Qicwaalw 
25, '1952. 



in M7fj,.ttr«vHxUCQn)ft;ra ilioiiwe 

polled tea $b|i{Ly^ OT ^'^P^ '^out tlio-refflav^'dinteiOStiln a 

closed isaHi;^: 1 ^^^^^^^^^^ throng tholx ^ 0ft TSj^Ms^^^°y' ^ 

aillag-Splvey/and WatiW M details ofihs- bamting Cttiw 5rfotm& homo.DE Ctelfl^fW 
Nigltf, 13331, : &jfaay jfurfber thai til's oldfo ttiondj ■Jofieph CoXjWtespwJiKlqibi: 
■detonating tho dynamite dbdtttto'MoWo'a 'badiwm. $P&Jfc Matiut ttftt 'Gyn-ouft^ to Ktuliouw 
■after bek?gktomowocl't^iso'bytliD jf&laiW Jidmlttofl that tha Kiwi ha&pai&'hlm S^QOO to kill 
'Harry .Montu Cox duittiud to km. used the- Monty lu jiayoffibis nhongpgo a&tl tf^fa&ltoW 
jWd Iflt ti» t f M "goi ng W find out about'hls mortgage payment 'and Ms rolfe In \\ih 
bombing; Sphrby lihsSstteS ttwt Cd^d Hetfcilu VW not Saaatltfijcd bytfttKtei, JwpiiCo* 
contn^tted-jfni'oiiilo in Kfiwtih 195';., trcinfe asbolgim'ks'Bad btittawefi from Spivoy, SjpWey flted of 



After cattflvl tovtow oftbw Meni; wo'tow ooncliidacftlwt'thp only aubjeeto niwJltty 
.United to ilia boMblny m Pwoldyn, lfolvto, Omc, and fipftfoy, Tkwfots, wb tow m ohoiw to 

We to«i'^ttwt wo <wmtii,bifl i of itaihff m^bUcvm toyoti, Again, ploosb ttooopt ou»f«ln«w 



;(:)oputy CSH«Ft6 CJioTge of tto jCX'io MtiatiVd 




• US. DepAirtmwA JfuJw 
Civil KJghta Division 
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144-41-3581 



Q-toiM Stolen *WB 
MQPtmtaylKinhiAttma, HW 



APR 12 1010 




We are willing to Inform you that the Department of Justice Find the Federal Bureau of 

vourr-~j Utmor Smilh, August 13, 1955,' We regret to Inform, you that W wo unable to 
proceed further wllh criminal Investigation of this matter because the men responsible 

for your xraole's cloutli, Noah Smith, Made .Smith, and Charles Falvey we deceased. Please 
accept our sdnoero condolences on the loss ofyont fMTW] 

Over th? last 50 years, the Civil Rights Dlvl^ on^f the D^ftrtoent Jj f j^| lco ^be° a 

Today, the Division continues to \m Its resources and expertise 'to Identify,, locate, find, where 
possible, prosecute those renponsible for ooirmtittingraoially-motivaled orimea committed more 
than 40 yeara ago, 

In 2006, (ho FBI began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to Identify 
and Investigate racial ly-raotJvatod murdem oomtitlttod decades ago, Toward that end, each of the 
30" FBI field offices searched their "cold oas« flies" to identify Inoidenta which might be ripe for 
Investigation, In February of 2007, the PBI announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
Includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (tiPLC), mi the Nutiounl Urban league to waist 
the FBI in Identifying additional eases for investigation and to solicit (heir help, In Ootobw 
2008, the "Rmmott Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Emnwtt Till Act") became law 
giving the Depnibrient of Justice additional tools to Investigate "violations of criminal ulvil rights 
statutes , , , raiultling] In death" that "occurred not later than December 31, 1969," 

The federal xevlcw concerning Mr. Smith's de^ith was be^ua pursuant to tlie Cold Case 
Initiative and the Pmmett TUJ Act Tills review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold case" civil right* prosecutor. We have now concluded thai review and wi»b to 
Inform you In writing of our findings, 
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Ay pit of its review of the circumstances of your J9> {death, the FBI retrieved Horn 
(ha 1955 FBI file routing to the BhooHngi contacted Mlssisalppn&w enforcement officials; 
conducted searches of the Mississippi Department of Arohtve* and History (MP AH) und the 
Univorslty of Southern Mississippi library records; sent letters fo the SPLC and the NAACP 
requesting information; and solicited Information about the case via a press release that was 
published in local newspapers raid broadcast on local television mi radio stations. 

According to our review, on the morning of August 13, 1935, Isimw Smith, who was 
' ootive in voter registration drives, was shot and killed outside the Brookhaven, Mississippi, 
courthouse, Throe white men, Noah Smith, Mack Smith, and Chtuiea Falvey, were arrested for 
the shooting. 



(b)(7)(C) 



(b)(7)(C) 



Your | - - , I had worked on the campaign of a man running against the Inourabont in a 
oouiKty supervisor aae, r rh» run-off election for the supervisor was to tulce place days after the 
shooting. Aa Q told the FBI, three white men, likely Mr, Noah Smit h, Mr. Mack Smith, and 



(b)(7)(C) 


,.,~| .«<V;| U 'V'^»T |« »U 1 MHVWI • ..llV H v™ ■ « 

(b)(7)(c) instrumental In oonvlnolnjj youxj- - "lit 




(b)(7) 

(C) 


that day. 



go to the Brookha ven ooarthouw on the 
itonmousttyour 



According to an August 17, 1955 Daily Workgc article, a state Coroner'B Jury hoard 
testimony fbr four hows on the night of August 1 6 and then ruled that Mr, Smith hod died m a 
result "of a gunshot wound In an altercation with Noah Smith, Mftek Smith and Charles Falvey 



Gt September 1955, a state grand Jury reportedly heard from 50 to 75 witnesses but 
adjourned before hiking any action, According to media accounts, the witnesses denied seeing 
anything, In January 1 95<S, Mike Corr, the newly eleoted local District Attorney empaneled 
another grand Jury and subpoenaed several witnesses, but no new evklwoe was developed to 
support m indlotment, despite Indications Out numerous people would have witnessed the 
murder, 

Mr. Noah Smith died on June 17, 1975; Mr, Mack Smith died on September 14, 1992; 
and Mr. Falvey cited on Deoember 26, 1 987. 

After oarefUl review of Ihla Inuident, we have concluded that Owe is Insufficient evidence 
to prove that anyone otaiban the now deceased Noah Smith, Mack Smith, and Mr. Falvey were 
respowslble for your R^HO 'death and therefore, we have no choice but to close our 
Investigation, _ ELfid t j 



Sbunnly, 



r 




Civil 'Rights Division 



144-73-4749 *m**t* #m 



mm 



Tfttum, Texas* 75o"9l 



We Cite writing to inform yon thut tho Department Of Justfoe and the Federal Bureau of 
. Inva atigoUon (FBI) reotaridy conducted a review of the, oiroumstanoes surrounding tho dottth of 
(b)(7)(0) > ,„,yattif-r ".J.Mm'EHtl Rouse on October 22, ] 955. We rtgfet to inform yow that we are unable to 
proooe¥iuriiheT with alfederal criminal Investigation of this muttoi; beennao the persons reapottslblo 
ibTMr.ReWa death, Petryr^anR oss and loo Simpson, aredeewsed. Please aocept our sincere 
condolences' on the loss' of your pE)(7)(C) | ' 

Over the Inst SO years, the Civil Rights .Division of fho .Department of Justice has been 
I nstramontal In bringing jutftice to aoine of the nation's most disturbing civil rights em crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use its resources and expertise to Identify, locato, and, whore 
poaslblo, protjeoute those responsible for committing racially-motivated crimes rommltted more 

In 2006, the FBI bogan Its "Co Id Case Initiative" — a coroprehcriiiivo ofTort to identify and 
Investigate raoially-inotlvfidxJ murders committed decades ago 1 , Toward that end,eaoh Of tho 56 
FBI field offices sotrrohecl their "cold oasoflles" to identify incidents which might bo'dpo for 
investigation. In February of 2007, fho FBI announced, fho Qtsxf phase of the mltiative, which 
Inolndo, 1 ! a partacrsblp wfttf the National Association for the Advmicemo.nt of Colored People 
(r^AACP); tlw Southern Poverty Law Center (SFLO), mid the HnHoiiol Urban League to insist tho 
1031 In identifying ctdditiond cases for investigation and to solid t their help. In October 2008, tho 
"Boamatl Till Unsolved Civil Right* Crime Act" ("Rmmoti Till Aot") became low giving the 
Department of Justlco additional tools to investigutu *viukdons of criminal civil rights Statutes , . .- 
risult[lng] In donih" that "ocouncd not latet than Deoember 31,1969." 

Tho federal wviow concerning Mr. Rco/w's death was begun purEiianfto the Cold Case 
Initiative and tho Enimott Till Act. Tills roviow was conducted by FBI Special- Agents and an 
experienced "cold ease* civil, rights prosecutor. Wo have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform yon in writing of our findings. 

■ f 

■ M part af its revlow of the chcurastauocs of .Mr. Reuse'** death, the FBI ireseatohed. and 
rovlewod media artloJes from 1955 to 1957; obtained records from the Gregg County courthouse; 



k I 



u 2 v • 

and rotrldYod archived recorda tit tho Department of Justice, which monitored the local 
Invostlgatioii end prosecution at tho time. . , 

Acoordjng to- our review, o» October 22, 1955, JbhivKiuL Ksesa was ti 16-year-old 
Alrloati-AirtorloflJi youth who was danolng with friends in. a cafe" in rimd I/jngview, Tcxiw 
Without warning; he -was fatally injured by the fe nfire tsprayed fro m a Car pn^na p" the 



hlj&wtty . Two- other patatas of tho oafii, 



suffered 



minor gunshot worlds. That same night, gunmen largotod, flddlu onallocatiOM w hore any 
Victims war© likaly to ha Afrlcan-Amaricun. At one looatloa, ((h)(7)(C) ., . wua 
praying at hor bedside at her hor homo whtjabuliotti came through tho Venetltm. bUnda and bullet 
fcagmoma spmysd her foots. Investigators found won bullets, one embedded m a bedpost. 
At another, wiado wa wore Bhot out of a local school ( And at yet another, mailbox es were 
damaged by bulietspray. 

The Texas Rangera investigated, hitorviewlng over 300 potential witnesses. Eventually, 
on February 2, 1956, Perry Doan Ronn and Joe Simpson, two area Caucasian men, were indicted 
for committing Reese's murder. The defendants hud Isecn opposed to tha integration ofpuMlc 
schools. The district attorney dismissed the charge? agalnstSimpson in exOhango Ibr 
Simpson's testimony against Rosa' at trial. On April 23, 1956, a state Jury found Ross guilty of 
murder and sentenced Ross to n two to five yew suspended sentence. 

A records search showed that hi 1956, the FBI and the Hion Civil Rights Section of the. 
Criminal Division, of the Department of Justice opened n do regarding the shooting and 
monitored tho local prosecution, Documents show that J, tldgnr Hoover, the Director oftha 
FBI, wag in contact with, the District Attorney Of Longvlew, Texas, during the looaj 
uiYsatlgfttLoiL Jb an effort to dirterrnlne whether tore was- any federal j uri ndiotion, the incident 
wtifl' referred to the Poalal Service bcOiruse the shooters also bad damaged some mailboxes. 

jurisdiction, 

In addition to the trndinga described above, the federal lnv< 
Road cited on January 8, 1976, and Mr. Simpson on Juno 30, ) 998, 

After careful review of this incident, wo have conoluded that the now deceased l'erry Dean 
Ross and Joe S tmpson were the only two persona Identified as being involved in tho dentil of yout 
(W(/)"(C) | Therefore, we hove no ohoioe but to oloae our lave ' 



■ I 



We logret that wo cannot b,a of furth er assistance to you , Again, please aocopt our autcero 



Phlge U, FltegewJlS 

Deputy Chluf In Charge of tha Cold Case Initiative 




If, 3, Department of jLJoo 
Civil Rights Division 



RM:PFiCO 



Drew, MS 30737 

iw (^HC) ,,,, | 



We w writing to Inform you thtit the Department of Justice and the Federal Rurcau of 
tnveoti gallon (FBI) recently conducted a review of tho olroujn stances surrounding tho death of 
your ftither, Clinton Melton, on December 3, 1953, We regret to inform you mat wo are unable 
to proceed further w lm a fede ral criminal Investigation of this matter because tho person 



responsible tat your [(b)(7) 



jdowflb, Elmer Otis 
nnnrl" 1 "t'"- i i i"i'i rj"T 




Over the Inst 50 yews, the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice bus been 
Instrumental In bringing J witioe to some of the nation's most disturbing civil lights ora orlaw 
Today, tho Division continues to use Its resources ami expertise to Identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing racially-motivated crimes committed more 
tbftO 40 years ago, 

In 2006, the FBI began its "Cokl Cm Initiative"— a comprehensive effort to Identify 
and Investigate vfteMly-motlvated murders committed decades ago, Toward that end. each of Hie 
56 FBI flold offices jiearohed their "cold ouse flW to Identify Incidents which might be ripe for 
Investigation, In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the Initiative, which 
includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
the FBI In identifying additional cases for hweetigadon und to solicit their help. In October 
2003, the "Emmett Tilt Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act?' ("EmmettTlII Aof) became Itw 
giving the Depuf tmuut of Justice additional tools to Investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes , j , veoultting] In death" that "occurred not later than December 31, 19<59," 

The federal review concerning Mr. Melton's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative and die Emmett '111! Act This review was oonduotcd by FBI Special Agents und an 
expsrienood "cold ease" civil rights prosecutor, We have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform ycu In writing of our findings, 
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(bxrxc) 
(b)ro(C) 



As part of its jevlow of the circumstances of Mr. Melton's death, the FBI Interviewed two 
residents of the area, who were alive at the time of the shooting} ooutaoted various Mi«sLBslppi 
(aw enforcement ood government officials; conducted searches of the Mississippi Department of 
ArobJvga sod History 1 (MDAH), the University of Southern Mississippi library, and the wtemot 
for relevant references and medlq articles; sent letters to the SPLC and the NAACP requesting 
Information; und solicited Information about the oase via a press release that was published In 
local newspapers' and broadcast on local television and radio stations, 

According to our review, Blmer Otto Klmboll shot and killed Mr, Melton on December 3, 
1953, tit ft Olendorn f Mississippi, gas station whew Mr, Melton was employed. Mr. Klmbeil was 
charged and tried on a state murder charge , | 



At the trial, 



— i — 



testified that after Mr. Kimbell and Mr. 



Melton had an orgmontover the amount of gasoline Mr, Melton had pumped Into Mr. Ktmbell's 



car, Mr. Klmbeil told] (b )(7)(c) - V]timt ho planned to go li orne,. retrie ve a gun, and coine back to 
Gelll botii Mr. Melton and ■1(b)(7)(c) "| According to Mr. 1(h)(7)(C) [ Mr , fOrabgU 



returned shortly th ereafter, A ttinfltlma, Mr, M<Jtan imiii In Mil iilff t nrrmnn Irnvn the station. 
MSEM iLl t WUflW Uutt M r. Klmbeil fired three ehota through tho front window of Mr. 
Melton's oar. 1(b)(7)(C) Kvnited a few minutes a nd then walk ed out to Mr. Melton'i ear, 
finding hlra alumped ovor In the front neat, dead, [(b)(7)(C) 1 Utatod that Mr, Melton wis not 
nrmod and that 



heaiti three shots, 



WftiiftMtTOi g)*- ' "; 1 slated that 
see Mr, Melton holdlug a weapon. Like R5X7X9T 

shooting, but saw Mr, Klmbeil arrive' wiwagan. l(b){7)(C) ""asked MjvKImbolJ what he 
Intended to do and Mr. Klmbeil replied that he would kill MfcMeltonJ^ with 



heard Mr, Kimball's shotgun shots, but did no! 

J did not Bee die 



Mr, Klmbeil hoi to do so, but Mr, Klmbeil threatened to klll|(b)(7)(C) |t 00 if[(b)(7j(Q) slfld 
not retreat. ¥to wuapon was jbuml on Mr. Melton's person or in his oar. j — ~ ' 

At the trial, Mr. Klmbgll admitted that tho shooting occurred after an argument between 
him and Mr, Melton over the amount of gasoline Mr. Melton had pumped Into his car, Mr, 
Klmbeil claimed, however, that ho shot Mr, Mellon In solf-d efenBa after Mr, Molton shot at aim 
three times, wounding him in the shoulder. |(b)(7)(Q) _~] of Charleston, Mississippi, testified 
Hint, whon ho examined Mr, Klmboll tho night of the shooting, he found a, bullet wound in Mr, 
Klmboll's shoulder that had not been caused by close-range flu, 

On March 13, 1 95<5, an aJl-whllCt nil-male Jury acquitted Mr. Klmbeil, despite the weight 
of the testimonial and physical evidence contradicting Mr. Klmboll'i claim that he acted la self- 
dofentw. Mr, Klmbeil died In February 1983, 

After eareftil review of tills fnoldonr, wo have c onduc ed that the now deceased Blmer 
Otis Klmbeil acted (done whan lie shot and Irillod your|(b)(7)]ond therefore, we have no choice 
but to close our Investigation. 



A i 
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U.S. Department oi „»wtico 
Civil Rights Division 



RM:PP:CO 
144-41-3567 



a-tntnalSntkn-rUa 



(b)(7)(C) 



MAY 3 4 2010 



Alton, IL 62002 



Dear' 



Wo ure writing to inform you (hat tho Department of Justice and tlie Federal Bureau of 
^J_ry^ijjaJjon(J^^ 



(b)(7)(C) your GilJJcsslo Jiiinea Shelby, on January 21, 19S6. We rogrot to Inform yon that we are 

unable to proceed fur ther wi th a federal criminal Investigation of this mutter because the pcraons 
(b)(7)(C) responsible for-yom r,-.-.- 1 death, YtiMo City Police Department (YCPD) Officer Jolly C. 



Thomp son and M arlon Manor, are deceased, Please accept our sincere condolences on the toss 




Over the hist 50 years, tho Civil Rights Division of tho Department of Justice has boon 
Instrumental ht bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights era crimes, 
Today, the Division continues to use its resources and expertise to identity, locate, and,, where , 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing rncially^motivnted crimes committed moro 
than 40 years ago. 



■ tn 2006, the FBI began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to Identity 
and investigate racially-motivated murders committed dechcles ago. Toward that end, cnohof the 
56 FBI Held ofllcoa searched their "cold case flics" to identify Incidents which might be ripe fur 
investigation. In February of 2007, 1ho FBI .announced the next phase of tho initiative, which 
includes a partnership with tho Nutionul Association, for tho Advancement of Colored People 
(N AACP), the Southern Poverty Uw Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
the FBI In Identifying additional cases for investigation and to solicit their help, In October 
2008, tho "Emmctt Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Emmctt Till Act") became law 
giving (he Department of Justice additional tools to Investigate "violations of criminal ctvll rights 
statutes . , , rosuK[i!ig| In death" that "occurred not Inter than December 3 1 , 1969," 



Tho federal review concerning yourj/cn jdcath was begun pursuant to the Cold Cose 
initiative and the Rmmott Till Act. This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor, We Imvo now concluded that tcvlow nnd wish to 
inform you In writing of oar findings, 
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(b)(7)(C) 
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-2- 



death, the FBI interviewed (3 - • ^P® 



As part of its review of tJio circumstances of your L_ 
"I"h© FBI alao contacted various Mississippi law enforcement and government officials; 
conducted searches of the records of the SPLC, the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History (MDAH), the ynivcrsity of Southern Mississippi library, law enforcement databases, and 
the internet for relevant references and media articles; sent letters to both the SPLC and the 
NAACP requesting Information; and solicited information about the ease via a press release that 
was published in local newBpapers and broadcast on local television and radio statiorjs, 




According to our review, on January 21, 1 956, YCPD Officer Thompson shot and killed 
your H^ou tslde the Silver Slipper night oltib in Ytrcoo City, CD told the FBI that 
(b)(7)(G);' - ' . ■ ; " "~ Jdoath but that you heard that yourCIE wwa at the Silver 



Slipper tnatlfight, dancing with an unidentified woman, You also hoard that Officer Thompson, 
who,shot-your- |- '•- ' l -was dadag-tlie-unldentified-woman; — " — 



(b)(7)(C) 
Jb)(7)(C) 



' According to a January 26, 1 956, Yaioo City Herald newspaper article, Officers 
Thompson and Manor responded to a dlatutbanoe repo rt at the Silver Stippe*. The officers 

reportedly of aimed that, upon arrival, 1(b)(7)(C) ^ an African-American woman, re ported to 

thorn t hat yourbiiiiJhad beatenh er. The artlola sta^d (tint P w "ii 1 | " rWMt&fjWB 

'"vVeaponfl, According to the article, Officer Thompson 
reported that, during tlio search, your f — "( grabbed Officer Thompson's blaokjaok and 1 




beating him with It, whereupon Officer Thompson shot your 
wounding him in the stomach 



In self-defense, fatally 



According to tho article, a local coroner's Inquest whs held on the afternoon of January 
24, 1956, County Attorney Griffin Norqulst was quoted as saying thst four or five witnesses 
testified in the inquest and that none disputed Officer Thompson's account of seJtdoJbnse, 
According to Clio article, both Officers Thompson and Manor testified that your |_^-Jwns shot 
when he resisted arrest and attacked Officer Thompson with Officer Tlinmpson's own blackjack. 
The Inquest resulted in a ruling of self-defense and justifiable homicide, 



1992, 



Officer Thompson died on February 14, 1983, and Officer Manor died on October 1 9, 



your 



Tho 

m 



o_FBI attempted to locate 



'tip 



(the woman whoso alleged complaint led to 



arrest) through telephonic contacts bat tho attempts were unsuccessful. 



Altor careful review of dils Incident, we have concluded Uiat the now deceased Officers 
Thompson and Manor were solely responsible for your (b)(7)': doath and, therefore, wo have no 
choice bill to close our investigation/ 



Wo regret that wo cannot bo of farther anus twice to you. Again, please acoept our sincere 

whim forth* livm nfvniir [(h)(7)(C) 



condolences for tlia loss of your 



(b)(7)(C) 




CM!H!jh«Dlvlfllon 



175-41-214 



CiWmdtiatHoii-PHIi 




Jnokson, MB 3920(5 



Dew 



— iiii 



taWMtigfltion (FBO reountiy eonduated a review of the olreunistanwK surrounding the death of 
yomj^ i^gjr^ harlw Brown, on )une 18, 1937. We regret to inibrm you that we aw unable to 
proofed forther with a federal criminal Investigation of this matter because the parson responsible 
for Mt, Brown's death, Rnl&rd Walton Is deceased, Pleas© accept our sbwm condolences on 
the loss ofyour [(b)(7)(C) 



Over the tort 50 yew, the Civil Rights Division of the Deportment of Jtwtice hn» been 
instrumental In bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing olvil rights em orlniM. 
Today, the Division continue* to vino Ita rosaurwa and expertise to Identify, locate, and, whew 
possible, prosecute those rosponalble for committing raetoUy-motivated crimes committed more 
than 40 yews ago. 

I« 2006, the FBI began Its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to Identity 
«nd Investigate raMoUy-motlvated murders committed decadeo ago, Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI field offices scorched their "cold cuse fllos" to identify hioldcnts which might be ripe for 
investigation. Tn February of 2007, the FBI iinnounced the next phase of die initiative, which 
Includes a partnership with the Notional Association fttf the Advancement of Colored People 
(HAACP), the Southern Poverty Uw Center (SFLC), And the National Urban League to assist 
the FBI in Identifying additional coses for Investigation and Co solicit their help. In October 
2008, the "JImmett Till Unsolved Civil Mghti Crime Act" ("Emmett Till Act") became tow 
jiving the Department of Justice additional tools to Investigate 'Violations of criminal civil rights 
statute* , . , resulting] in death" that "occurred not later than December 31, 1969," 

The federal review concerning Mr. Brown's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Cose 
Initiative and the Bnuiiett Till Act, This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents uud on 
experienced "cold cmj 1 ' olvil rights proiaocutor, We have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform you in svrSting of our findings, 

col Records Chrono Oamondl Fitzgerald T. 04/13/10 
\\ort-phb-ft01\home* 
letteri\Flhal\173.„41_^14„C,}3rown.wpd 



(b)(7)(C) 
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(b)(7)(C) 



mm 



Asjmrt of Ity^ow of the olrwrogta noe a of voutl^H 7 K Q )'' "Td&ath, the FBI inter viewed 





iTeippl taw enforcement and government 



jTw FBI also contacted Yarloui 



_M conducted searches of tho Mississippi 
Department of Archives «nd History (MDAH), the archives of the iteoe- City Htfald, th& 
University of Southern Mississippi library records, and the internet for relevant references and 
artless sent letters to the SPLC and the NAACP requesting information; and solicited 
Information about the case via a proa* reissue that was published In local newspapers and 
broadcast on looal television and radio stations, 

■ | 

According to our review, on Jmo 18, 1 957, Mr. B rown waa sho t and killedjby Mr. 
Walton la ft* horn* that Mr. Walton shared with hla |(b)(7KQ). ~~1andn ftrolly In 
laoutonrMlgBigeippli-MrT Biown-was a long-time aoqiiatota]^ o^(b)(^gr 



a»»&rmhandforK5K7 




(EXW 



were Interviewed by the FBI and statedj!wt 
source oi 1 sources that Mr. Walton had cau^t[(Wj(cr" 
snd decide d to lure Mr. B rown to the[WHTK c V 1 



i 




(bX7)(c 



had heard from an tinklentlfled 
Jilm. 'Mr Fiinii i 'in*! 1 



present were 



irarfiTS 



«Smm 



toldmthatMr,-Woltoj 



had knocked on the door and when jMTK Q?^ 1 .'. Jopooed It, Mr. Walton eWrod and sholj W) 
M?)(C) [with a shotgun, fj— |nlao slated that the local prosecutor never consulted with WT 



conoornlng-any effort to prosecute- Mr. Walton. 



Jhonw when Mr. Walton entered 



" Ppgr^liQid the FBI thar woi InIL 
die kitchen and flrad at Mr. Brown with a shotgun, and then ran out of the home, According to 

- • •V lwas also In ttoEEfe 



WWm at the time of the shooting. 



The FBI 
that although m 



agents contacted 



confirm 

Mi'. Brown was nhot MW) , ... JwrwrtedlyloIdrt^McT 



sbamo that the murder hod been ooverod up. 



tth| tS ) <fl(C Iwn s #111 dlvoJ^wTis tooodUoatly 111 to he Interviewed. 

MfXPl ; ,, |3t ntementthat|(b)(7)(C)_ 7] ww 8t th»B5Jg3©nrerideno» when 




thought It n 



Mr, Walton, then a 50-years>ld farmer, who hod been previously Incarcerated for the 
manslaughter of his son-lfrlaw, admitted that ho shot Mr. Brown In the heart with a shotgun as 
the victim sat ln |(t>lffXG) ~^ dtnlnfl»oitt Mr. Walton oltdmed that he shot Mr. Brown 
beoTOso Mr, Brown had been "too friendly" withfMcT Iwblle hor|(bX7){C) out , wf . 
town. L ~ 




Mr. Walton died on July 14, 1963, 



I f 



•3- . 

vr.u ^ST* 1 ? v{ T ° m * {aMm > w « WowMed thtrt tot now fannd Mr 



Deputy Chief In Chwge B f CaJd Case Mlatlve 




I ) 



XIB. Dopiirtinont of Jw'tae 
CM I«ljh1s Division 



H4-19M-1753 



S>S0 PottmytYcmlti Aww. W 
Wavhtnstm, IX 301S0 



■Albany, OA I 

Mm 



We m writing to inform you that &o Depigment of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
fiiv<#t l&rdo p O^BIj recently oendutrtad o review of the civoumslanow unrounding the death of 
,„„ „youp |^-- "jjampg Braztar, on Ap*U $Q, 1958, Wo regrot to lufovm you thnt Wo m nnttblo to 
proceed fbrther withjv^sT^oticiliwl Jnvostigatioxi of this mat^r beonuse (he Individuals 
W^XC) roapoiisibb4bf youj F, [death, Duwwn, Georgia; Police PopMmontCDPD) Officers 



Woyratm Cherty and ftiutdblph McDowdd, wo deceased, Fleas* accept our einoew ( 
on the loss of your fcTOcr 



Ovof thy last 50 years, the Civil Rights Division oftliy frcpaitfaent of Justice tins been 
IiwlraimiTta] hi btbghig justice to aoma of the nntittn's mont disturbing civil rights era crimes, 
; Today, the Division, continues to ua'e'lts rcsourcey and expertise to Idontiiy, loonte, find, whore 
'possible, prosecute those responsible for committing rtiolnlly-motivatiid.orim&S'Odmiiilttetl more 
Uuih 40 years ago. 

In 2006, the FBI began 11a "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identify 
mid lrtvdJrtigtite raoiolty-molyotod murders committed decades tigo, Toward that end, *woh of the 
50 FBI field offices searched their 'Wd case HW 1 to identify incidents which might be ripe for 
itiYwatlBftttton. In Fobraary of 2007, the FBI announced the next, phase of the initiative, which 
hitSudoH partnership with the National Association for f to Advancement of Colored People 
(KAAPP), the Soulhern Poverty Law Center (SPT-C), and the National Wbm l-cague to.naalflt 
the In identifying 'additional cases for investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, the 'Itaiaurit TIU Unlived Civil Pdghts Crime Act" ("ErMiett Till Act") became litW 
giving the Deparimeni: of Jus tice additional tools to investigate "violations of U-lmlned^ivtl right? 
statutes . , . r»ault[hig,l hi death" that "occurred not letter fhrin December $\ h 1969," 

The federal raylow concerning Mr, Brazier 's death wete begun pursuant to the Cold Owo 
Mtlauvo (itid iho Emmett Till Act Tide review WW conducted by feSI Special Agonfaj nn<t im 
oxporiunood "oold ewe* civil rights prosooutor, Wc havo now concluded that review and wtoh to 
Mom yaw In writing of our findings. 

mm) 



col Records Chra no 



J.04/12/10 



Afl part of tte rsvtewof the olwramstances. of Mr. Brawler's dottttvthe FBI retrieved ftora 
the National AMdves and Records Administration (NATtA) the 1958 PBI file, costing to tho 
'incident; interviewed current DPD «U3td other law enforcement officials; and conducted senrohes 
of Georgia death records. 



According to ow review, on April 30,1958, DPD Offlsew Weyman Cherry a|^_^_ 



Officer Cherry admitted that he #m& Mr, Braider on the head with a ''blackjack," durfctxg- 
the arrest, tyit he claimed that ho noted in aalf-de-JfenBe- bsoimso Mr, Braxler resisted arreBt by 
swinging at him trad Officer McDonald. Officer McDonald similarly stated that tho victim ■ 
resisted being placed fa the patrol oar and tried to strike both him and Officer Chorty. According 
to Offloar McDonald, Officer Cherry atiwk Mr. Broziot on is head with the blackjack thret) or 
four time. 1 ), 

[(b ^.)(gy ^jnidw'l^QwltJwsa&d Mr, Brazier's arrest and stilted that Officer 

Cherry nUwlcMi', Brajdor with the blwkjwk uotely because Mr, Brnsder protested h|e Innocence. 
Aooordfafrtol^ M ., kiW Officer Cherry baruteuflM Mr, Braider, he drew his pistol, put it 
to Mr. Brt)«3or'i& mouth, atdld, '1 ought'to kill you," and than struck Mr, Btcusler In the thoe with 
the gun, As -Mr. B«izl<ar was getting into the. patrol car, Officer Cherry kicked 1dm twice and then 
tried to elm the'door on Mr. Braidel's legs. Nine other witnesses uteted that at no-point did 
Btaaslet twist tu«#t or attempt to escape. 

Officers Cheny, and McDonald took Mr, Bragbr to the Terrell County Jtd.1 where, later 
that night, Mr, Braider wa« examined h^^H W) , . " IdJaaovoirod blood In Mi 1 , 

Brazier's loft ear and recommended that bo bo pieced in a private cell -and woken up every two 
hours. When Mr, Bttwttt was falcon to court on tho morning of April 21, 1S>58, he was not able 
to reapond to the judge's questions', His case was continued and, he was released to hid family, 
Mr, Braider was taken first to a local hospital, where Xxp&i wealed a skull fracture, ETe was 
. then transported tothe Georgia Medical Center in Coliwibwit whew, on April 25, 1958, he died 
fitter undergoing brain wrgery. An autopsy determined that Mi', Brjizier died m a result of head 

On April 23, 1 W8, th e FBI opened an faYw WlBHtion into Mr. Brevier's desah, aftef 
reodving a oorophihU l^ W^T ' ~~~] following tliat Investigation, the 

Department of Justice presented orhhintu* civil rights ehurge» agnlnst Ike' oflioers to n fkieral 
grand Jury in August 1958, The grand Jury did not indict either officer despite the fact that ton 
witnesses interviewed by die FBI eontradieted tk© ofHeeffl' claims that 0;Pfieer Cherry struck Mr, 
BnzlW in Wkm ol'hlmself and Dfilw McDonald albr Mr, Brazier resisted arrest and 
Imowledge $M Offloer Ohwry ftitally ahotnngtber Afifleeui-Amerlcan man about a month aftm 
killing Mi'-fivtufto, under similarly suspicious ohviunstaiweSv 



1 Si » 

dl«M Oft jueitt 17, 1995, 

After ow»M wvlcw oi'tits lneidsnt, w* littve oomiludeid that tin* now dwuiBud WtfwwHn 



GJwsy nad JlmvSolph MoDonctld vwe the only Individuals Involved lit yowljwT" 
timm% we bv6 tw-oiiolog iwt to close ow inwsttgattoft, 



doath tmd 



We vagfBtth&t w iMunlbl offtu'ta oasiiatflnpe to you, Apto, plecw* twtHjpt out' shwote 
ooodolwiiow » tlw tow afyWtt P 




.1 \ 



U.S. Department ^'justice 
Civil Rights Division. 



RM:PF:KD 
144-70-1957 



CrtBlHalSrtthri-i'ttB 



Oxon Hill, MD 20745 



Dear 



(W)(C> _339a| 



We wo writing |o inform you ttitft the Departm 
investig^tlctn (FBI) recently oondtfotod a review of 



death of 



_J John (Lwfy) Boiden, on May 3, IP5U. We regret to inform you tfmt we we unable 
to proceed further with » 'federal criminal Investigation of this matter because the rjettion 
resfponaiblo fee Mf. Boidon'e death, W. H, Taylor, in deceased, In addition, Lester Leo Shell, the 
officer with Officer Tay lor at t hy time, also iy deceased, Please accept our fiinflere corulolenoes 



officer with Officer Taylor at (ho time, also ia deceased, 

onthMowofyouT lW(7KbJ 



instrumental In brlutdng justice to some of the nation's mo 
Today, t he Division continues to uso it« resources and c: 



.nentof Justice has boon 
civil fights! oru crimes, 
idtmtiiy, locufo, and, where ■ 
committed mom 



than, 40 jfeWS ago. 



In 200(3, the FBI begun, ite "Cold Quae Initiative" — « comprehensive (iH to identify 
and inYeflUtserto racially-motivated, mtmlorfi committed decade** ago, Toward that end, each of the 
3C FBI field offices searched their "cold vam files" to Identify incident* which jnight bo ripe for 
liives-Ugtttion, In February of 2007, tlio FBI announced die next phtiso of the initiatLvOj. which 
InoludesJ tvpiuttici-shii) with the National Association, for the Advancement afCalomd People 
(NAACi 1 ), the Southern Poverty Law Confer (SPLC), and the National Urban Laagapto iM . 
tho FBI to identifying additional cttacu ft»f investigation and to solicit their help, lit October 
2008, tho "Emmott TBI tfasolved CivU Eighth Crime Act" ("Eromett Till Act") heonmo i BW 
giving the Department of Justice oddhlonRl tools tohwestigato "violations of criminal oivll rights 
, „ resuiLElng] in death" that ''occurred not later than December 31,1 969/ 



Tho federal review concerning M^Boklon's death whs begun pursuant to (be Cold Case 
Initiative and flw BuunettTHJ Act, Tins review was conducted by FBI jjncoinl Agents and an 



experienced "codd cade" civil rights proseoutor. We have now tioucluded (hat review and wish to 
inform you hi writing of our findings, 

Afj part of its review of (ho oteoitmaUuiceff of Mr, Bdldon'a death, the 1TBI researched and 
reviowed media articles from 1958 and 195S>, uud obtained Eioontomporanoou^ newspaper article 
dated May % 1958, describing portions of the above Incident The FBI looated a copy of the 
county cowl flio for 'the criminal case in which the officer was ohargod, as well as a copy of tho 
ooronor'a presentment from die Hamilton County Medical Bxflmlner's Officet'i According to the 
FBI itwostigiition, neither the District Attorney's Office of Hamilton County, Tennessee, DOftho 
' City Court hud any existing WCOtdjf for the incident, 

According to out review, on May 3, 1958, John (Larry) Balden was a IS-yew-old high 
Hchcol student TJw moidont beyaii when a roaldemt complained she wa« racing "annoyed* by the 
sound of nearby youth?, O fficer Taylor and his partner,, Lester Leo Shall, responded, and 
?L....^o^tm'edyoijK p rr n yon and a friend, Henry Spenoer, Officer Shell was oommunicuUiig 



with Mi - , Spenoer and you, while Officer Taylor was Involved in an enoowtor witii your brother. 
According to Officer Taylor, Mr, Bolden "jumped" him. The officer then used a nlghWlok to 
strike Mr, Bolden, who responded by throwing a trash can at the officer. In response, tho officer 
fired his gun three times, alriklug Mr. Bolden in tho ohest, Your brother died In tho hospital (hi 
next day. 

According to tho aooount in the file, you reported %t the officer slapped your 
the faco 



his club. 



m 

Mri fefltt* Mt fa ^fhiH f* 1 ^ tl olub ' ^ offJow ' Shell also hit your [jSpf 
>. WWW corroborated your account. Ei 



in 

with 



Tho Coroner issued e presentment alleging that Mr. Boldon died aa a result of having 
boon shot by the subject nft« ho- apparently picked up m (rush oan and. attempted to strike the 
officer widi I t. According to tho presentment, the osra.se of doo(h was a bullet wound through his 
heart, I>oeurri<jnts to a county court file indicate that Soverui residents and police officers were 
summoned to toslify before the Hamilton County grand jury. The officer was than charged with 
voluntary man? laughter in die Hamilton County Criminal Court was tried by a Jury. Baaed 
on the jury instructions road by die Judge, it appearK (hat the officer tustlrkjd at tho trial and 
claimed ho shot In nelf-defonsc. The jury found him not guilty, 

In addition to the iindlhgo described above, alter searching the relevant Tennessee 
dfftabaaes, the FBI obtained adeath oorliflcate for W.H, Taylor-reflecting his death from natural 
causes on January 16, 1975. Tho FBI also obtained the death certificate for Lester Loo Shell, the 
offlocr's partner, who died ftoinnafimd causes on May 9, 1997. 



After iWiovtf feg ffiu incident, wu have oonotodcd that ikm were no ofhcf partiolpants in 
the taoidwrt fa whteb Mr, Bolttea died, Thwefcw, we have no choice but to close our 



We i'ogrot Chut wc canno t bo of faMer assistance to you. 
oottdolwiaeftJbr Hie lona ofyourF' 



Paige FltegonuU 

Deputy Chief in Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 




■CMlRI^WaDlvWoft 




Minimi SwlSui •?>!!! 



mm 



APR 6 ZCMJ0 




Wn> km wtttog it) is$mn you fug tha Popflstmcmt of Justice and ttw Fwdoval ©uvimbu of 
InvotrtlssEittoii (FBI) rcoBHTttly oonduut^d nwltwof Cho oltoumtrtauw KUiuwrndini} th* danlhef 
your fwrdly mombot, Willie Ctntntrymwi, oa Miiy 25, 1 958, W<? rogrot to Inform you iftnt we m 
■ vmU$ io prooesd further with « federal criminal investigation of this mate bcmisu tto 
individuals « sponsible ibrMr, Cuuntiynifiif s d$ath, Dtwson, 'Georgia, PallcwrDopfu'UnwW 
(DPD) Offioei'i) Woyman Cherry nnd Robert Hancock, tut? deceased, Please aowJpt ow sltwre 
Mmdo-lwww <>n th<? lows of your fiunily tttomber. 

Ow the hW 50 years, tits Civil JUghtB Division of the popta'tmwt of Justice hft» b^fon 
Irtsti'uiwwrtsd !n kirmlng Juotiw to sc*M of the ntttfWa roosrt dltsturbins oivll rights m erhiwu. 
Today, the Division contlmwB to use lis tesoufoos ttotl exporthjo to Identify; looftto, and, wltm 
potsslblft/iTiOBoovit^tliose rwpp&sibte for ooramKHngi'aolBj.Ij'.motjvRtod orimes vTommltted more 

In 8000, the KB I began ite ,( 0o]d 6ww JalttattW* — b- wmpwhenfiivo ofltbiit to Idefttliy 
nod liwalipte l'NioIhlly-iwotlvntad WMMaa eowmdvtod dtwadw flip, Toward that end; onoh of this 
56 FBIffald ofEfoos tfwhed Wt "oold mn> illes" to identify incidents which might bp rlpo-fbr 
. Invwtigdtlon, In Febtwy of 2O07, the 1 J BI urmounwd the next phase of the initiative, -which 
bohtdea ft ptuttwhlp with fht> National Association for the Advtoooinent of Ctiloi'Ml Pwple 
(NAAOIV), tin; Sox-ifl)t?i'j» Poverty Law Onto* (jSCHjO), and the Nittiomil '(Ji-bwi League to tuwlfit 
thi? FBI In idonU:(yl«# fldditlotud otmss for tovestlgntloo unci to solicit the>ir help, hi October 
a008, the "Emtfjirtt Till Unsolved Civil Righto Crime AsT ("Hwmertt Till Act") b wmw law 
giving the-D«pwlKwht o/Justlo* nddltluimt tool* to Investigate "violations of criminal oMl rigftti 
statutes , , , resulting] In death" that "ooerawl not later than Qeoturi'beif 31, i960," 

■ 

Tl'.s) federal wview uonoembig Mr, Countryton's dwth -was begun pwmiiWt.ta tlio Co,kl 
am SofifeHw im4 On Jlwmttt TUt Art. Tbl» iwluw WW couduvtud by PBI fljtwinl Agwis Bad 
an expoi-lonoocj "cold ouao" olvll rights ptQWOUtOr, W« )mvs> now corwhtded fliat rwlew nnd wUb 
to jtefejm yon hi wHtlhtf of our finding!. 



i I 



An part of Its revtew of the oiwumatanoes of Mr, Coimtryawite death, tho l*3l.Toti'i©Ytid 
fronti the National Awhlvw and Record* Administration (MARA) tho 1938 FBI file bating to 
the incident; Interviewed current DPI) and other law enforcement officials; find conducted 
aenroheo of Georgia (tenth rewrite. 

. According to our m$W, «n May 315, 19J5&, at about li30 a.m„ BED Officers Weyman 
Chdrry and Robert Haneoektmtered MS, Countryman's yard, i<epm'tedly w Investigate a 

[wm/crt " fi v — — r— 1 

^^--■^ ' |wadnterWowedbytheM , 

in 195ft f ( ( ? . - p ated that oil Wa^p of tho. shootlngj^^ Btandln^wlttiMi, — ~L~: 
CtemdaynWotiWide his house. At some point, they hewxl what sounded Ltlwjwttwoius urtnatflM 
In the btvokvfii'd, Mi*, Countryman went to investigate the sound. [Qj)(7')(C) ' J stated Ui^tOirl — -^^'19^ 
heard MSr Co^n tryaiettt my something to Uie effect of, sorry, I didn't know It was you all," 




thna heard sottwtblne fall followed by the sound of a gwehot, 



Officer Cherry wa^ also interviewed hy the FBI. rio-olaltncdtbttfMr./CowiCryhwji . 
jumped flpoffl belted a true and cut Officer Cherry's cap with a knife find that Officer Cherry 
broke free and whot Mr. Countryman, fatally wounding him In tho stomach, 

.—-j-pfilDfltChwiy claimed that after Mr, Countryman wu plawd In no BMbuliw, PPD 

Jpioked up Mr. Countryman's knite, [ wOTPT" J fo ^ flw pin ^ i ie f 00 k 
the Eiifo Cmrotheflooiie, but he oluimed that ho could (Wt teoatoliottbi station and tlwvt Officer 
Cherry might have had it. Whan questioned by. tho V BI, Officer Cherry said thathe WW to 
possesion of tie fcnlfte teit> attar chocking two desks at the stolon, he also failed to locate it and 
claimed that It must iwve boon at hte horn*. . 

Officer Hancock Sfeted Bwl 1» was abovjt 15 to 20 feet. ahead of Officer Cherry as they 
moved, through Mr, Countryman's property. Officer Hancock heard aoemmotavtwaed, (Hid 
WW aomotaw hmgteg at Officer Cherry, whereupon Officer Cherry fired and the person tell to 
the (jw>wid. Officer riiuioook stated that he did not sow the knife, 

Two employees- of Moore' s funeral homo who tewportedMi', 
;fl3jo contradictory statements ooneeroto jg the k nife, r 
lT , .' (b)(7)(C) : 




Three of Mr. (^toyman's rektivw were Interviewed by tho FBI and all stated that the)' 
[lad new known Mr, Countryman to owry a knfte, 



» 



3 » 

0*i Mfty tt 1999) th« day iiftar'the aJipbtitiQf, o 16o»l Cow's Inquest w<i« bold Mid ike 
juiy fwqwittswa Ofllooi' Cfewty, idling that he «vo*<sd In self-de^mo. Two <Jwy« lirtw, on Mtfz2SL n . , 

1 933. tfo FBI Qpfrugd an Inv g^ittaton into t hq nhootlng. afte r rcwMpg a oomplalnt from | H- Wj£r> 

|Ib)(7)(0) 1 - ■ l Qrtod t'odgo, Free mid Accepted 

MasoniS, l*oTWh$ ^'<*stlgivBc», ihte peparbnent o'f AwtloffpA'wcittttd odtninal civil lights 
cheti'goa itgivlntit (ho qflflxsiwa to a fbderfil gmnd juty la August 1 9Si Despite' the discrepancies! in 
Hie testimonial sad physio&l widimoQ landing Offloor Chany's claim of H&lf-detbtuso, and tlw 
ffttft tfmt Oflflow Cli#wy wtiatoaposiaiblafor thodwth of another Aftiofw-Aniei'lowtntm tibouta 
month prior to his nhaotlofl Mi. Cwxitiyxnm, th» gfwwl jui'y did not Indict either offlott, 

tile FBI (btwjnbod fb&t OffW Cherry died on Ootoben; 25, 3970 w) Officer Haaooi* 
ttiad on Oetobor B, 

AJftal* weAil UrAmot this Incident, wt&|M» (wwsl tided that 'tHo nt?w dooe&uwt Wsyman 
Choii'y and Robert Hancock wero tho only Individuals Involved in Mi', Countryman'!* death and 
therefore, we hitve no cholca but to Clow chit tove^crttoti, 

■ 

Wa wgrtt fetal wo cannot bo of fiu'thw fwdBtmide to you. Again, pleas? tioc'ipt cw sincere 
Qorwloloaeos for tfo? losw of y^U' ftwnlty m«atw. 



Clepnty tihtarin Qluago of Aw Cold t%o Initiative 




U.S. Depm-tnion, Jf Justice 
Civil Rights Division ■ 



RMlPFiKD 
144-714019- 



Criminal Bullion <ms 

S>i0 Nnnvlmnla Aim*, Nff 




Niiflhvilki, IN 37209 



Dear™^ 



We are writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and tho Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) recently conducted Preview of the circumstances surrounding tho defrtb of 
yoTTr p^cyi Rlohard Lillard, on J\xly 20,, 1 93S. We regret to inform you that we are unable- to 
proceed further with a federal criminal investigation of this mutto hawse the persons 
responsible for Mr, TJUwd's death, John Burnett, LueJan DeBow, Jr. and Patterson Clurk, ore 
deceased, Please accept our sincere condolences on tho loss of your [ 



Over tho tost 50 yews, tho Civil Rights Division of the. Department of 
lagtruinontaL In bringing justice to some of ton nation's WW disturbing civil righto en* crimes, 
'iMtt^.tlwDWalori wntlnwto use its resources arid expertise tt) identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing racially-motivated orimea committed more 
than 40 years ago, 

to 2006, tho FBI began its "Cold Case Iiittiiitive" — a eomprohetwlvo effort to Identify 
and investigate rtioially-metivated murders coratniltod decades ago. Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI field offloes searched their "cold ooao files'* to identity incidents wl'.'ioh might be ripe for 
investigation, in February oC 20.07, the FBI announced the next phase of tho initiative, which 
includes ft partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Soulhern Poverty Law Center (SP1C), and tho National Urban League to assist 
the FBI In identifyuig additional cases for investigation and to satletl' their help. In October 
2008, the "EmtxrettTlU Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ('Timmett Till Act") beoarnc law 
giving the Depmtlneut of Jvstloe additional (wis to investigate Mokttons of criminal civil rights 
statutes . ■ , reuu.U[ing] In da^f'tiwf 1 'occurred no t later Own Documbav 31, 1969." 

* , 

The federal review concerning Mr. IJlhtrd'ff doutji mt> bogiux pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative unci die EmmettTUl Act. This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an - 
expei'Ienoed "eold dado" oivii rights prosecutor. Wo have now concluded that review and wish to 



reviewed media artiolos from 1958 and 1959, 1 
records. 



According to our review, on July 2d, 1958, Mr, LHlafd was 38 years old and fm tomato of 
tho Nashville City Workhouse in Nashville, Tmmm, On that day, he was fatally beaten by 
three law cnrbrCBrnont officers at the workhoiifle, Superintendent John William Burnett, und 
Officers Luolen .Harris Dobow and Clark Patterson, The autopsy report showed that Mr, 
Llllawl's injuries included eight lacerations and three itoeturos, and that the cause of his death 
wag hemorrhage, shook and cerebral conouwiion. 



The fiiroo offlowa were charged with murder and tried by as all-white, nil-male Jury, The 
defendants claimed that Mr. Llllatd had to be subdued after he obtained a blackjack and a brown 
handle. During the ttMJ(W)^ 
blackjack and bream hnr>dle,andliod been 



:-T,.V^. . -^MlSed that Mr. Lilian! did have the 



^ also tostified that 
tomato inlookdown and then entered Mr. Llllard's cell 



Superintendent Burnett or dered avo 

with a "long dog stick "[ fejOTO . |dien saw 1he officers rotrloYO the blackjack but oonttoue to 
Strike Mr, Lilkrd. On January 16, 1959, the jury acquitted the defendant!), 

Alter reviewing this incident, we have concluded that there wore no other participants in 
the Incident In which Mr, Lilian} died. Therefore, we have no ohoioe but to close out 
lnvefltiguiion. 

Wo regret that we euntiot be of Anther 
condolences fy the loss ofyour |My|ffiT~| 



Sincerely, 



Paige Fitegorald 
Deputy Chief in Charge 
Cold Case Initiative 
Civil Rights Division 
Criminal Section 




J. 



VS. JtyHwtaiv Jof Jftstloe 

■Ivlslaw 



■amMsnttim-m 



MAY o a 20)0 



mm 



W* W« writing to liitoi'myoutlint tit? Departttwtrt of Justloa and the Federal Stptftg of 
TttVOfftlgatliMi (Fftt) l'ooantly conducted a review of the olroumstwideii surrounding the death Of 
your fflwXST l joaeph Franklin Jeter, 8r i( on September J3, 1^58, We regret to hitWn you 
that wo wo uatibl© to proceed further with a federal orhniual investigation of thia mutter because 
the mm rosponaiblo for Mr, Mer's death, Atlairta Police Department (APD) Officer W,Q. 
DompHuy, Liexitonmt Ellis Barrett, OftloerNwl C Oliver, Qfflw Andraw W. Jones, find Officer 
David & Timw, flic deceased. Plws&acwpt our sincere condolence* on the loss of your 



Over the Inst 5D ypajra, the Civil Bights Division of the Department ofJ'ustloo has bwn 
Ipatrautuowtsl In bringing justice to some of tlw nation'* most disturbing civil I'lghtB am crime*, 
Today, tho Division continues to QM ita mourn* «nd expcirtlse to identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosaoute those responsible Ibr oommlttbufriioinlly-ttiotlv^d orinwn committed more 
thsm rflOyeo oigo. 

In 2006, toe WIS bopn its "Cold Case Initiative'' — n corny fehenNfv* effort to Identify 
and investigate racially-motivated laurderu committed decades ago, Toward that end, each of the 
,16 l f BI Hold oflta* aoarohwt their "oold ouae flies" to identity holdouts which, might ba ripe for . 
Investigation, I« February of 2007, the FWI announced Site next $W of the initiative, which 
Includes I partnewlrin with the National Association for 'the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), m Soutiuern Poverty Lttw Center (8PLC), wwl fee Natal Urban League to oDai«t 
(lie FBI in identifying additional eosws for investigation and to solicit' their help, In October 
3C0S r Aw "Bouratt TIM Unsolved Civil Rijjhts (Mm Aot 1 ' ("Bminelt Till Aot") beonroo law 
giving the Department erf Justice additional tools to investigats "violations ol'orinaltittl civil rights 
statutes . , , result[lng,l In death" tliat 'Wurred not Inter them December 31, 1969," 

The rodertd revlow concerning Mr, Jeter's death Was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
ItiltlfrtlVB and fti Havnatt Till Aot, This review wui conduced by FBI Special Agents and an 
expoi'loneed H ooid ewe" qLyII rlghte psosooutor. We have now waoluded that review and wish to 
inform you In writing of our fin flings, 



tso: 'Records Ghratw> 



tso: Roe 

wm 



glgaMj T, 04/22/1 



■ 



I 



» 3 ' 



Ai part of its review of the olwuratittaiwes of Mj, JetW'u de&th, tho TO obtained tho APK 
investjgfttlvo file, tho pwsounol $m Jbr till ofliwt* wept Of flow Dempsey, and a number- of 
oonteinpoMMsous newspaper: itic ^ JBh al ffl-atoa <m iaated fl&rdtos of Oemr^in death records 
and Vidros database^ and oontaotod P 5 ' Office Turner' i eon, 



Aawfdteff to our f&vlfiw, AFP ©ff&tf Demjwey fiMlly shot Mi', Jotar to September 13, 
1 9?Sc Shortly bothre tho shooting, Officer l>mp)reyi U Sarwtt, Offt^OJw,_Q|Bpef /t>«o», 
and Officer Tw»« responded to a' import of n nun, Intel' Identified as fWS^T , ■ _ ipoirrtittjy 
it gun Inside a dtugulofe, TJw drugstore wftglw a tedneeu' the Perry Homes housing project. 
Shortly pftet arrival, tha officers ttrrodrfJ?!Ml_IlAt that point, & neighborhood urowri 
■ bopn to form around the.offieers eibd |t")ff)(o) p 

rr v NsiMwraiiM witnesses gave smtonisnt«'to the APB concerning the ovonta thiitibUov/cdQ'^^^^ 
IW^TJJuwest. The majority of the witnesses tinted u^ t the o mtow beat |(W^r [ after * 

wresting Wfti wd wtoya wom an ffpm th e QfoydaF^^I^^— -Zl^glg' 8 ^ began 
beating hortoo, T^WS) ' . MPT > ) fl ppw^hedttM> 

oftes in attempt totatervene wed atop thWfroH^tlnil WO_(p)^ J An officer grabbed Q - ~.,te](?.K G )' 

IMfiflSf ground tin? nook, mid lifted him offflw ground, white another officer struck him. "Mr, 
Jeter started to cross the street toward the officers to exphtln thut ftffliP) ~_ |wns tha housing 

flTOs) ' ' 1 At thttt point, on officer, likely Offlw Oliver, WoBied tho street ami pushed 
Mr, Jotsrbaokwnrda, «nd Officer Dempsey then shot Mr. Jotor, 



' arrested p 7 ]?j^L J and placed hlra In ft patrol enr, 
ft very large erowd wpprouuhed and begun yelling i\t fl^TCSoiife tern was [(bMg P . ^ 

Mr. JotofT(EK^ S] _ ,J The officers ohduwd thai when Officer Oliver titteifipledlo 

( |3 )< 7 )(°). (tffOrtldHEIDMi*, J etei* otriicJt Offi op- Oliver fl'orn b ehind, ■lcnnolri ng hl frt t o the ground. 

According to tho officers, Mr. Jotcy r |vW^ _ "[ jumped 6u top of 

Officer Oliver. J&HeYuig that Mr. Jeto- wa/s trying to ttiko Offi wOTW a swvbe weapon, 
Officer XJempsey shot mid fatally wounded him. 

Tbcs mattw was pniBBnted to a Pulton County gvfuid jtuy thtrt hoard testimony from aboul 
30 yjitmww ovw the oow'no of tea days, On Ss>pt«ii\bor 30, 1 P58, #p gitmdjury annovuwed ftttt 
it htid deoHfted to iudlct. Officer Deaipssy, dototilnlng.that Iw had aptod fa&mw of himself' 
and hlr. follow ftfitoeW, 

Jn tiddMon to tho toidhigs donorlbod ftbov*, th« fttlexal -InvestlBftitlon determined tiwt 
Offlooi't>ompE34»y died on Beptember'17, 1993; (Mm Jonos died on>JowraberP f 1994} Offloei* 
Ollvwdtodoix July 25, 19%; I,t, Bw»itdl(«lDuN<ywnbop23, Z003; BttdOffiw'Pwnw^Bdte 
Fobrumy 1978. 



■ 



* } n 

Aflor omfil mlw of dxls IneWsut, vv? bsiVe oeaotaditd tfcW the movy ddcwispd OfflgW 
DwnpSoyj Olivw/Joaw, Tumor, and tt Bamttt wof? solely tMpoasiM* g& your Rb)(7KO) ' v 1 
deatli tUvd thove&i'e, -mi have no eheloa but to doso our ajivesttgniion. 

We i'ap'rtthftt m cwuiot B soffl irthgr wibUUitwq to you, Aflaln, plauett aooopt <wr xtoiw 
ttondoluuoag forth* loss <iffyot\r|( B)t7X c ) | 



rap M, yftagtifftj 
Deputy 0W«f in Chu<g» if tto.CoW Cam BMf 




TJJi BftpoutmoAv o'l Justice 

CM1 Rights Division 




APR 1 6 20t0 



— !P 1 ™ rTI» j 



Qtfl.aithoilifflliklUttl- 



tiv/eM 



We are writing ts Inform you that $9 T3«pcrhxient of Justice Mid the Federal Buremi of 
atlon (FBI) recently conducted i wvlew of the circumstances aurrounrtirig tlw death of 




yoiu'l^K^KJjLuthw Joolraan, on October 25, 1959. Wo regret to Inform you that m m unable 
to proceed further with a federal criminal investiptlon of this motto rboeffluw tfte.j 

ition datombed {fi bsiQ Hp n n slb kfei y a m I ^WI d eu t tT PailtidttlphlB. Mississippi, 
wit (PW)) Offloer Lawrence Ralney, Is deceased. Plow accept out' sincere 
on the low pfyou#)(7)(cr] 

Qvw to lust 50 years, the Civil Rights Division of (he Department of Tiwtfee has bean 
lflitpum«rtil In bringing Justice to iom* of the riattou's-moiit disturbing aivll rights era crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use its resources mid expertise to Identify, locate, and, whera 
possible, prosoouto those responsible for committing raoiau>motlvuted crimes committed mow 
flw 40 yw» ago, 

Tri 3006, the ?m began hs "«!olfi Oose Initiative — i soniprotonslv* ofltirt to tally 
and investigate facl&Iiy-motlvtrted murders committed deciles use, Toward that end, each offthe 
56 PBI field offices searched their "cold m<3 flies" to Identify Incident! which might be ripe for 
Investigation. In Februay of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the Initiative, which 
Includes pj partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAA&P)';' the Sbiithefh Poverty low Center (SKA «rf Ihe National Urban League to assist 
the. PBI. In identifying additional coses tor Investigation arid to solicit their help, m October 
2008, the "Bmnwrtt TUI Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Aol" C'Kmmett Till Aol") became law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to Iiwostigate "violations of e-rlminrJ civil rights 
statutes , , , wsiiit[lng] In death" that "ooenrred not later than Deoomber 3 1 , 1969," 



\\ei^mh-fti01Uwme\t)gHmoudi\MyI'lles\Co!dcB 
lB«w»\l»ln«l\i'l4JtJ3»jMloon.wpd 



(b)(7)(C) 



J 



The federal revlow concerning Mr, Jcuskaon'o death wm begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
Mtlirtive and the Emmett 1111 Act TH> review was conducted by FBI Spoelal Agents and «n 
experienced "cold oose" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review mhI wish to 
Inform you to writing of our findings. 

As part of its wlew of the circumstances of your family member's death, the PHI 
totwyjewd several ofhls living family members, The PB1 also Interviewed former PPD K W( 7 )( C .V 
|(b)(?)(ty .] Identified In a contemporaneous news article as having witnessed the ithooting. 
The FBI case agent contacted various Mississippi law enforcement and government officials; 
conducted searches of tlw FBI records, Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
(MD AH), the City of Philadelphia archived records, the University of Southern Miaslnslppl • 

library, and the internet for relevant references and media articles; seat letters to the 9PLC and 

- — tiirNAACPraquesting hifo^ 

that WIS published In local wnvspopers and broadcast on local television and rndlo stations, 



Acoordlng to pi g review, on the night of O ctober 25, 1959, Uithor Jackson was shot anil 
killed. According to ffeTftVrC) . ~1 ofMr. Jackson's, various newspaper artieies, 

and PPD Officer lUwvenoe Rato 

ii i.i^i'j ^v . 

" IWvJl"? 1 



lilniself. Officer P L n lnay nhnt , Mr , Utium during n fmnHv i Nr 

wno was arrested »t the scene of Mr, Jackson's shooting* gave a a worn 



affidavit on October 29, 1959, Pffftgp "] B ald that sometime between 10:00 and 10:30 p,ra, on 
October 23,-0oi\d Mr. Jackson were'inaear parked on Pine Sheet In Philadelphia, Oflloer 
Rainey d rove by la his petrol oar and stopped. Officer Rainey ordered Mr, Jackson audl( b K 7 )(P)1 

or Rainey pushed hlra out of sight of 

"] heard a gunshot) -^-started 

3D and then hearda second shot. 



(b)(7) ;; to exit their car. Mr Jackson exltad first and Of 



iffikfjBHL-: I pTKoTHwas also exiting the car whenF 



walking In the dliwHontukon by Officer Rainey and Mr. , 



readied Mr, Jackson, he was lying dead in a ditch, 



(b)(7)(C) 
(b)(7)(C) 



Officer Rafaey c laimed Hint Iw and another oMoer, identified In one newspaper article as 
[®ft)(C) ; " .-r'- atad In two others as Chief Richardson, attempted to arrest Mr, Jaokson 
after finding him drunk and slumped over In the driver's seat of hfo car, Officer Ralney claimed 
further that Mr, Jackson listed arrest and was o boklng hl inwh ep Officer Rainey ftwd two shots 
tit him. Officer Ralney died In November 2002. p)(7)tc) ^ denied having witnessed the 
shooting and Chief Richardson died In January 1 967, 

It la our understanding tfa atFl oame to believe that Officer Rainey did not kill your 
!MZS£iJRalIier,F]told the FBI | C b >(7 X.Q ■ \ | Barthy Culberson, * cousin of Mr, 



. Jackson's by mairiage, shothlm, Mr; Culberson was reportedly Involved in various Illegal 
activities, including running gambling and prostitution rings and selling contraband alcohol, 
bellove that Officer Rainey took responsibility for the shooting because Mr, Culborwn bad 
connections In the PPD, and more Hpeolflcally with Oflloer Rainey, providing Officer Rainey 
with prostitute* and alcohol hi return for receiving early warnings of any Impending police 
investigation of his activities. We did not find additional corroboration for this theory, Mr, 
Culberson died to January 1994, 



fa 



■ J. 



Wo regret that wo cannot bo 



TO 



AguliuplDHsenoooptourslncero 



Deputy CWffte Cfwrja <jf tlw CaI4 c«m fototlvo 



* 
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BMiPPjCO 
144-41-3587 



U.S. DopnriineL if Justly 
Civil Kiglita Division 



wo pmmiimiiAHim jw 



(b)(7)(C) 



mum 



Ketone*, LA 70Q62 
Peer 



Wfl 81 writing Co Inform you tfakt tfcs Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 

your l(b)(7]i(pfl H<fbCTt Loo, on September 25, 1961. Wo regret to Inform you that wo aw \m\b\t 
to ptooeeo further with afoctora l cifmlmi investigation of this matter because the person 
responsible for y0W ^0BEfflM^Jfee »> IIurst « ,3 deceased, Pteuse accept our sincere 
condolence* on the low of your (b)(7)(C) ' 



Ovg the last SO yewa, tbo Civil R ig hto Divialon of the Pwnrtmcnt of Juaticc h im been 

[iistmmc-uhil in bringing Justice to some of titration's most disturbing oMI right* era crimes. 
Today, die Division continues to use Its resources and expertise to Identify, locate, and, whew 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing weirdly-motivated crimes committed more 
than 40 years ego. 

In 2006, the PBl began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identify 
and Investigate molaUy-motlvnted rmtrdM's committed decades ago, Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI field offices searched their "cold oaas files" to Identify Incidents which might bo ripe for 
investigation, In February of 2007, the FQl announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
Includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Low Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
me FBI In Identifying additional esses for Investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, the "Eramott Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Aot" ("Emnwtt Till Act") became law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to Investigate "violations of crlmlwil civil rights 
statutes . , . wstilt[tr)g] In death" that "occurred not later than Deeemtw 31,1 069," 

Tho federal review concerning Mr, Loo's death was bepun pursuant Co the. Cold Case 
initiative and the Bmrnatt Till Act. This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold cose'* civil rights prosecutor, We have now uonohided that review and wish to 
inform you in writing of our findings; 

co; Record* Chrono CSamondl Fttagwald T. 04/13/10 
Woi't»phb"fs01 , 'home\ogi!Jnondi\MyFileH\C{)ld ctuseH^NotiflcatJon 
!ettWH\Final\144J^3587„LjeAvpci 



•It 



As part ofllH nvfow of the etoumatanoM ofyom | ( ^l ^l dwth, the FBI retrieved the 
1961 FDI fib feinting to the ahootlng; contacted Mississippi law 'enjbraem«nt offMatoi 
conducted seurob.es of the Mississippi Doportraent of Archive* and History (MDAH), the 
University of Southern Mississippi library, mid tho internet for relevant references and media 
Ktfoleu sent lottos to tho SpLC nnd tho NAACP requesting Jnftrmatjonj und solicited, 
information about the case via a press release that .was published hi local newspapers and 
broadcast on local television Find radio stations. 

According to our review, on September 23, 1961 , Herbert Lee was shot cu^d killed at 
Westbroelt's Cotton Ohi In Liberty, Mississippi, by Eugen* Hunt; a Mississippi state 



A stat* coroner's inqueat was held Inside (hi eotten gin office within shout an hour of the 
shooting mad RE^er, . . . L ouis Allen, fe(C);t""-""n 

(b)(7)(C) 5«« I A 11 — I /t377v7^v^^~ 



□ 



tvlhtntsd that they mt Mr, Lae threaten Mr, Hurst with a tiro iron prior to the shooting, 
stated that hi* view of Mr, Lee's and Mr. Hurst's lower bodies was obstrooied'at 



tho ilniB o£ the shoot 



Hur4 s tt Uw M » LwUtiwheftd, 



aitnilnrly testified that his view was obi/twK but he hours) Mr, Hurst toll My. Leo to put down 
the tire h 



"7T 



mm 



WW 



7TT 



..... JlddlieFBh^wtirelW 
was luoovowd from, under Mr, Leo' s body at K onie point pri or, durin g, or Immediately «tt sr the 
inquest. However, |(b)(7)(P ) i '' M V I told the 



■ FBI llwt they unw Mr, Lee's body being turned over end there vM no tire Iron underneath. Dr. 
C.L, Delnney, who examined. Mr. Lee's body fit the scene and testified during the Inquest, told 
the FBI that ho did not aeo a tiro iron but he also did nor m Mr. Lee' l body being turned over, 

Mr. Hut fit stated that he and Mr, Lee argued over an outstanding debt and that Me. Lae 
swing h t!w iron at hint Mr. Khrst responded by Striking Mr. Lw In the head with a ,38 caliber 
revolvei 1 , causing it to fire and kill Mr. Lee. 

i 

The coroner's Jury found Hurt Mr. Hurei had aeted In self-defensg, The local Dish-lot 
Attorney ohmpd **' 




* coroner's jury, the two Justices of the 
I that Mr. Hurst had acted In self-defense, 



Mr, Allen Later told the FBI that lie had not seen Mr. foe holding a Hre Iron, 111 hi* tint 
Interview, Mr, Alien told ths PBI that ha had lied during the inquest bocauao ha wanted hto 
testimony to conform wi fe Jg other witnesses' accounts. In a la ter intervie w. Mr. Allen fl ald itat 
ho had fifc threatened by \WVfi); ■ . ,- v -,V^/ : ; ■ ,1 ' 



Mr, Hurst died on April 20, 1 090, 

t 

Alter oaraflil review of this incident, wo have ccn olwjad that the now deowwd Eugene 
Hurst acted alone when he shot and killed vow [M!HHW therefore, w* have no choice hut to 
dose owlnvwfiptlon, 



W^jgfHtaH^ 



condolences for the loss of your 



Sincerely, 



! 



Paige M, Flte^rald * , ] 

Deputy Chiof in Charge of the Cold Case Initiative , 1 




U.S. Department of 
Civil Rights Division 



RMiPFlCG ' CrtmltolSmtlan-PHU 

144-41-3580 iMHwOflMttJ 



Jollot, JL 60433 



Wo or© writing to Inform you that the Deportmont of Justice god the Federal Bureau of 
J»^»,dg^y.(FBI).reoi?rttly-conducted a review oC-the olrotmistmoes^mToundliigtbe dcathof — 
yom< p(^5 )] Corporal lloman Dueksworth, St., on April 9, 1962. Wo regret to inform you that 
we nre wSEw to prooeed Au-ther with ft federal criminal investigation of tjais matter because the 
person responsible for Cpl. Ducksworth's death, Taylorsvlllo, Mississippi, Police Department 
C1T D) Offlw William Kelly, is deceased. Please accept our Sincere condolences on the loss of 
yeurf 



mm 



Hiu limi 51) yuufiSTlfio Civil Rights Division of tiro Deportment of Justice has been 

Instrumental In bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights em crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use its resources fmd expertise to identify, locuto, nnd, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing racially-motivated crimes committed more 
thfui 40 yearn ago. 

la me, the FBI began its "Cold Cr.se Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to Identify 
and Investigate regally-motivated murdern committed decrees ego, Toward thrit end, oooh of 'he 
56 FBI field offices searched tlieh "cold wtso fUes" to Identify Incidents which might be ripe for 
Investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the Initiative, which 
Includes o partnership with the National Association fbr the Ad vanoetnent of Colored People 
(rf AACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (8PLC), and tfw National Urban League to assist 
the FBI to identifying additional crises fbr investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, fho "Bmmett W Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Emmott Till Act") became law 
IjMng tho DeporUncnt of Justice additional tools to Investigate 'Moltdlorw of criminal civil rights 
statutes . , , .reflult[lngj In death" that "occurred not later than December 31, 1969," 

The federal review concerning Cpl. Dticksworth*3 death wes begun pursuant to tlie Cold 
Cose initiative and the Emm<?tt Till Act litis review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and 
tin experienced "cold ease" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review nnd wish 
to Inform you to writing of our findings. 

co: Records Chrono ' Qamondi Fitzgerald T, 04/12/10 
Wert-phb- ftO I \bome\cgarnondl\MyFt Iom\C old oase8\Notlflo(jtlon 
Ictter8\Flml\144>lJ580„Duok(iwmth.w|Kl 



) 



As part of Ua review of the oireuuirtiuwea of your 



_de«th, the FBI interviewed 
you. The I'BI also contacted various Mississippi law enforcement and government officials; 
conducted « wohes of tho FBI records, the University: of Southern Mississippi library, «nd (he 
Internet for wlevnot references and media articles; sent letters to the SPLC and the NAACP 
requesting information; and solicited Information about Ui© case vlaa press release thai was 
published In local newspapers and broadcast on loowl television and radio stations, 

According to our review, on April 9, 1952, TPD Officer William Kelly shot and tdlled 
Cpl. Roman Duekswwlh, Jf, Ag you know, Cpl. Duokaworth had taken a immb« ofbusci from 
his post In Fort Richie, Maryland, to TaylorsvUle, Mississippi, on emergency leave to be with 
-youmid yow newborn- ohUdr CplrDuoksworth was sleeping a< thrbus h e'hnd bowdsdUT" 
Jfiokjon pulled into TnylorsvMe, According to witness \ {b)(l } W~~~~ l\ the bus driver, WW\ 



J summoned Offloer Kelly when he was unable tojwake Cpl, Duokaworth. At that point, 
Officer Kelly boarded the buu and, aooordlng tol(b)(7)(P.); Tibetan slapping Cpl. Duckworth to 
wake him and then escorted him off tlie bus. Once off the bus, Cpl, Duokaworth struck Officer 
Keily repeatedly and ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 0l * ^ ^ aA *^ ' ~ 

Duckworth. 

Oh April 10 tut 12, 1962, ft local grand Jury heard testimony concerning the shooting, 
Officer Kelly ol&lmed in th<9 grand Jwy that he tried to arrest Cpl. Duokaworth, who resisted, 
Officer Kelly acknowledged (hat he struck Cpl. Duokaworth several time 8 with his blackjack bat 
claimed that Cpi, Duokaworth was not affected, According to Officer Kelly, he drew bis gun and 
Sred o warning shot luto the- ground beoause Cpl, Ducksworth uaed a Judo strike on htm, Officer 
Kelly claimed farther that Cpl. Duokaworth said something to the offoot of, "thatfs no.good " and 
tried to grab Officer Kelly's gun. It vffli then that Officer Kelly fired the fetal shot at Cpl, 
Duckworth. 

The local grand jury declined to Indict Offloer Kelly, According to dn Iniwnft tfttqle on. 
toloraiwe.org Hud an KAAC? document, Officer K^lly sent a message to yourR BK7I(^) 1 
stating, "If rd known It was your son I wouldn't hnve shot him," OJflow Kelly died in 
September 2004, 

After eareful review of tills Incident, wo hove eeneluded that the now deceased Offieer 
Kelly acted alone when he shot and Wiled your husband and therefore, we have no choice but |e 
o!ob$ our investigation, 



^^^^^^^^ **+*-+m+m 



Deputy ChWIaAwsp of ftp Cold CanMtiatlv* 



U.S. Dcpjirlmenl oi'oustice 
Civil Rights Division 



RM:PF:CG 
144-19M-1756 



Criminal Ssalian * PHR 

9SH Ptniuiylviinla Avenue, NIY 

rfaihlnglon, IXJ 10S30 



(b)(7)(C) 



Macon, OA 3 1 204 



Dear 



|(b)<7>{C) 



We are writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal B ureau of 
Investigation (FBI) recently conducted n review of the circunistances surrounding the death of 
(b)(7) [(b)(7) A.C, Hall, on October 13, 1962. We regret to inform yon that we arc unable to 



proceed 'further with a federal criminal investigation of this matter booau.se the applicable five- 
year statute of limitations has expired and because, even if not barred by the statute of 
limitations, there Is insufficient evidence to prove a violation of the relevant federal criminal 
civil rights statutes, beyond a reasonable doubt, Please accept our sincere condolences on the 



loss of (b) (b)(7)(C) 



Over the last 50 years, the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justico has been 
insfrumunttil in bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights era crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use its resources and expertise to identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible tor committing racially-motivated crimes committed more 
than 40 yours ago. 

Tn '1006, the FBI began its "Cold Case Initiative" ■ — a comprehensive effort to identity 
and investigate racially-motivated murders committed decades ago. Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI. field offices searched their "cold case files" to identify incidents which might be ripe for 
investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
tlie FBI in identifying additional cases for investigation and to solicit their help, In October 
2008, the "Eramott Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Fmmett Till Act") became law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
suihues , . . msult[ing| in death" that "occurred not later than December 31, 1969." 



The federal review concerning the deaths of your eousin was begun pursuant to the Cold 
Case Initiative and the Emmett Till Act, This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and 
an experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review and wish 
to inform you in writing of our findings. 

cc: Records Chrono Garaondi T. 07/27/1 1 
Wert-phb-fsO l\honie\egiuiiondi\MyFiles\Cold easesWotifi cation 
lcttcrs\Finai\l 44_19MJ756_Mal l.wpd 
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As part of its review of the circumstances of the death o'ijW^^" ) me FBI retrieved 
from the National Archives and Records Administra tion ffl AKAy&c 3 962 FBI file relating to 
the cas e; interviewed one the o fficers who shot [fol, former Macon Police Department 

(MPD)^^^L WM. and two civilian witnesses; contacted various Georgia officials; 

and conducted searches o f the Bibb County Court records, tire Bibb County Library, and Georgia 
death records. 




According to our review, on the night of October 13, 1962, 
years old at the lime, was shot and killed by MPD Officers James 



»vho was 17 
Jen andgHJ 

The officers claimed that they fired at Mr. flail, who ran from them and who they believed to be 
armed, when he turned toward diem and appeared to reach for a weapon. 

The Incident began sometime a&jc^pQjp.ro., when the officers responded to a complaint 
from a married couple (the couple) that ^fflj^qhad seen an African- American man exit their car 




and that, shortly theioafter,|Wt 7 )(C ); discovered that a gun was missing from the 
compartment. When the officers responded to the complalptjtlgjpj told them that|gy would 
be able to identify the alleged thief, The couple got into the back scat of the officers' patrol ear 
which was driven b)(M?SMH-ITL'I] while Officer Durden sat in the front passenger seat. They 
drove a short distance and eventually to the rear of the G.W. Carver elementary school (tho 
school) cm Haz-el Street. 



At about die same time, Mr. Hall and a 16-ycar-old friend wore walking to a .friend's 
home, and stopped at the school yard so that Mr. .Hall's could remove dirt from inside her shoes. 




the couple stated thai Mr, Hall ra n across the headlights of the 
||reoogpized him as the peraoti[^]had earlier seen exiling their car 



In 1962, the offr 
patrol car, whereupo; _ 

and said, "Unit's him!" The officers and the couple staled further that one or both the officers 
yelled at Mr. Hall to slap but he di d not comply, According to the officers, when Mr. Hall ran 
over a dirt moiindj^K^G^-j^viJsfoppctl the car at the edge of the mound. At that point, Mr. 
1 lall tamed toward the era- and pulled h is right arm from behind bis back. It was then fliat first 
OmcorlXird eB. and thgnPt^CP? . 'Quirted tiring at Mr. Hall. Officer Durden fired two 
shots and ffe)(7)(yF ■^T?|fivo, Mr. Hall continued running but eventually fell to the ground, 
having been fatally wounded. Tho couple confirmed that Mr. Hall turned and pulled an arm from 
behind his back. Neither the officers nor the couple stated that they saw something in Mr. Hall's 
hand, however. 

The FBI determined that Officer Durden died on Septcp; 
was interviewed by tho FBI In 201 1, IWgXQ : fvtjwho was 
Interview, could not reraerjiber many of (ho details of the shooting, bu[^Jguve an account 
generally consistent witl 11962 account. Tn parlictilarjWjrccalled firing at Mr, Hall after Mr, 
Hall turned toward the officers and pulled a gun and Officer Durden warned him dint Mr. Hall 
was about to shoot the officers. 



r 24, 2009. 
ears-old at the time of his 



Page 3 is missing from the original files 
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We regret tliat we c annot bo of further assistance to you. Again, pjease acoept our sincere 



condolences' for the loss of|(t>) Tbj(7){C)~ 

OIL 



Sincerely, 



■ Paige M. Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief in Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 

I 

i 




U.S. Departmci».<if Justice 
Civil Rights Division ' 



HM:PF:CO 
144-41-3574 



crtxhdaum-eti* 



(b)(7)(C) • • ' 

■ ..,•„' - 



MAY o a "rtrtO 



Canton, MS 39046 



We arc wiltin g to irnWiyoutfuUJ^^ 



TnvWtimflonXl^I) recently conduoteTarevlew of the olrcimiBtances surrounding the death of 
youijl^T"! Sylvester Maxwell, on January 5, 1963, We regret to Inform you Hint wo am unable 
to proceed further with a federal crltntrrai Investlption of this matter because there Is Insufficient 
evidence to Indicate that a racially motivated homicide occurred and because the person 
responsible for your brother's death, 
sincere condolences 




Over the last 50 year* the Civil Rights Division of the Deportment of Justice has been 
ItistrumenliU in bringing Justice to some of the nation's most disturbing oivll rights cm crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use Its resources end expertise to identify, locate, aid, whore 



thnn 40 years ago. 

In 3006, the FBI began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identity 
and Investigate racial ly-motivatod murders committed decades ago. Toward that end, enoh of the 
56 FBI tlctd offices searched melr H cold case files" to Idontify Incidents which might be ripe fbr 
Investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the Initiative, which 
' includes h partnership with the Nutional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Centra (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
die FBI In Identl lying additional coses for Investigation and to solicit tholr help. In October 
2008, the "Bmmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" CUmmelt Till Act") became law 
giving the Department of Justice additional toob to investigate "violations of criminal ci vil rights 
statutes . . . rcsulttlngl in death" that "occurred not later than December 31, 1969." 



The federal review concerning your lw(H<5l|denth was began pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative and the Bmmett Till Act. 'fhls review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold caao" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review and wish to 
Inform yon iu writing of our findings. 
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(h)(7)(C) 



Tliln matter wns originally referred from tho SPLC In the form of two newspaper 
clippings. According to en Atlanta Daily Forfti article and another unidentified clip ping, the 
castrated and badly mutilated body ofyour [(b)('7) 7]wB9 found by lds[(b)(7')(C]l,l; i :.' )n a wooded 



area near Highway 5 1 b Canton, Mississippi, on Jwuiury 17, 1963. According to tho article, 
yourj(t>;(7yC) .' .J frlmd, Thomas William Campbell, with whom your|pg(fj(]had last buen 
seen olive, was arrested tor the murder. Mississippi NAACP director Medgar Bvers was quoted 
in the Atlanta Daily World article ua.oplnlng Uiat the murder was a "probable lynching" because 
AlHean-Arnerloarw "don't mutilate the body [>,,) That's dono by bigots who normally take 
[African-Americans] out and mob them." , 

Ah part of Its review of the circumstances of your 



death, the FBI interviewed 



3-The lffiI-nSi»-contactad-MfsHl8ftlpp^ 



NAACP; conducted searohos of the internet, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
(MDAH), and the records of (he SPLC and tho University of Southern Mississippi library; and 
solicited information about the case via a press roIeaRe that wns published in local newspapers 
and broadcast on local television and radio stations, 



January 4, 1963 and never rat urnedjl; 
to play cords w im|i®jffi(Qilat Ww 



left tho house wit h Mr. Ca mpbell on tho night of 
!md Mr, Campbell went 



mt 



Jtold the FBI that your w 

house. After winning monx ^om j>nth M r. Campbell 



, ftWW3 houM . 011(1 ^ Campbell and^EHD shortly 
thereafter, According to a January l l, 1963, Madison County Herald article, your |(b)§fKC)"~] 
mutilated and emasculated body was foui^on January 9, 1963, 500 yards off Highway 51 In 
CtundcnMUMold tho FBI mat it was |W5^who found tho body. According to the Madison 
County /jOTfwTardclet.when Mr. Campball was arrested at hlahotne on January 10, he admitted 
to killinRjyourj( b)(7)(cy ;. \ \& tho FBr that aftor bis confession, Mr, CampbcUwtis brought to 
your^lWr]lunoral, and ho apolostzed to ymn* family forldlllng your[fb)(7$|n 

OnSeptember 19, 1963, Mr. Campbell pled guilty to murdering yot ufffiiP [ and was 
sentenced lo life in prison. Tho FBI obtained Mr. Campbell's Mississippi Department of 
Corrections (MDOC) records. According lo Mr. Ccnmboll's "prisoner statement," on the night 
of January 4, 1963, Mr, Campbell was driving your |(b|(7) jhomo after they had gone out _ 
drinking trod they began to urguo, Mr. Campbell atotcutfiat, during die argument, you r ( j^ 
"pulled a knife" on him. Mr. Campbell pulled out M fl ow n knife and cut yom' ^yTl about flvo 
vines across the clioat with It. Aftor killing Campbell pushod hla body out of 

the oar and Into a pasture, Mr, Campbell then drovoto Memphis, Tomiiqshw, where he stayed Ibr 
four days and then returned to Mississippi and turned himself Into the Madison County Sheriff s 
Ofrloe. 



The FBI determined tliat Mr. Campbell was paroled on January 3, 1 973, and died oh 
November 17,2001, 



to wW^llSSi^^S? 8 ^ we f onofudod that the** hi ™ , 



"»)*»>. A8«i»,pl™.,.«.pt„ UJ . s | nCM , 



* • 
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Qtot ti)e.Istftt.SO;yewfl, teCM Sights Msisin-off 'ike.&^»itowtJi>f Til»tfca.ti-teijwa 
irwttfltoBmrf • (n brin^-tnir Justus •'(0 wtm of tire, TralLelfis :tosf..d!styi#^. eiKriUlgbtS trti ^fm&sv 

In S0Qi* t tlx? IvBT begun. i'p3/ tt G!o$ (paap l^ig^' ** H ^l^heiiflri^ 1ft fclttfttity 

l d vmrt^ftbn . M fototety 2<JGiZ i, a* FBI miiHKtafled 'tile «^|3i^B %t MHniiMitii, 
:ifl^lud&s,fi'pa'OtofeT;il^p'Wtt(i the iWatioMlAsartdMtonioriihe Advfuieexnwit pf>C6tor«i} P^b- 
(WA ACK J;il'ta SailbMi^wt^ toiCejfltf -aw* ]hb to^fettft 

^ifi^Btok'm'U6^.id! cms Mim fySmMP ^mmaiil -iw 

tfho fiidwftlTpvfBW botjftomtwpde, Wn^.d^'atbWJ btep^paMiBjft'Wrfoo Cbld Cud 
Marc's cVeath,i4'i& iTET •pbuu-ged tiitj. J^Fffcu-spn 0»W fcpwrdiwkfti jfte f to! rtg "to tlY^-JWRS^. It 



WW "MWttftd to *vuluk*Mi jail % oajmbtioRTwllh 'foe 



" S3 t 



&tc»MWh&f2<) mouths. th»"P61 w vin«fckw locaw flfc o&tnt cmw^fyteitf^ M 

- ''' M « s ™«iiilSii«r 
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limitatoia th«t w»»fei ^fe|-#fe.ttm© g 




Plsase atiClipt one sl'ndcJre bijiydefencea onth&Josy dFyourl 




deputy Win ghiug&Dftte' Q>taiSRw tehiftttve 




■ Civil Rlghtfl Division 



miiinuioii, dc ww 

1 




mm 



Wfi> ae« .veiling to kftntts* you that tho Departmwit of Jasikw mid the Pedswl Bureau of 
Iiav<strtlgafem (FBI) .verasritly conducted m iwiaw of flis-tilroumrtimwB Buiwundiug .the death of 
y oul j wt^ y^TJJobfmJe Brown Ilobinflon, on September 15,' 1963, We rogrot to inform you to we 
wo utwbleto proceed further with, a- -federal criminal Investigation of thin matter beorture the 
pWBun responsible for Mr, Robeson's donth, Jnok 'Paikw, in deaonaed. Please accept our ahooix: 



Over the last 50 yean}, flic Civil Wghts Division ofthe? Department of hfltloe km been 
■l-ftsrirmtiMital In kinging judtifco to mm of the nation's most disturbing civil -rights we crimes, 
Today, die Dlvinioii. continues to «sie its iwukjoh tuid W^B#B> to identify, locate, and, where 
possible, p&mm thosp responsible Ibr bpn3mittiti.si^lWy"Wotival»d.«lin#s committed mow 
thttii 40 yearn ugo, . ' 

■ ia 2006, ihp Wi begMjlto "Clold ftiwo Initiative',' «•*. tt oownpr ehetwlvo iflM la itiMttf$ 
twd inve'i»tigBtft iwlidly'inotlvate^ murden* ooMmtosd d<?onto agq, Towwrd that er)d, each of the 
So" FBI flold offices Senwhed tiwfr "cold mho flto§" to identify Incidents wHch might bo ripe for 
invetitt^tlori, la February of 2007, the FIJI announced th« n^sxt phim oftbe initlBtiw, which 
includes h piutrtewhlp with the Nations! Association for the Advancement Of Colored People 
(NAACP), (he Southern Poverty Im Center (SPLC), and th* National Urban Leccgua to-Apeiirt 
fto FBI in tctoiiti-fyitip addttiou&l ofWw for investigation find to solicit theirhslp, In October 
200*, 'die "BmmWt Till thrived Civil Rights Crime Atf. 1 ' C'Bjmwett Till Act") betomc law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to jnvesUBnte "violations of crlmlntil. civil righto 
stotutoii , , , i'wiult[Jaid hdwth mat "occurred not later than December 31, MV 

lints federal review oonwnlng Mr, Robinson's death ww begun pemttiA to the Cold ' 
Cm mMniive and tiw Emwwtl Till Act, This review was oooduotod hy FBI Speokd Agents and 
an. oxporfejood "oold oafle" civil rights prosecutor. We kwo now oonohidod that revisw and wish, 
to inform you in writing of our findings, 




001 '%MQl 




» % » 

As pent of ttfl review of th« oltojajstftiwas of Mi 1 , ftobiriuon'e death, the PBI tesearohecl 
and reviewed niec^i articles &>ra 1 963 and 1964; obtoltwl £ha file, of tho-Bfonirignam Police 
Department {&PD), Hurt conducted fiff M InvesUgsttoat.flnd eondttoted mtSm of AUib&ma 



According to BSD review, 'BPD Officer Jack Parker tally shot Johnnin Robinson on 
September 15, 1963- At the tiaw of the shooting MTi Robinson wis tunoug ft gK>up of AfHcfin- 
.Amcsrloan youths vyho were roporhjsdly throwing itonos at a tw oofttfthilnfj several white y6uths 
who wore Confederate flags. Tiarliw that day, the 16th. Street; Baptist Chwoh was bombed, 
Sttijaite la the efeitfh of ibtir AfHoiW-Amettoflii girls, The bombing sparked racial rioting and 
ttfflMgt throughout die city, ^fflto ofjlpers arrived at 'the scene, Me. Robinson and Ws'ftlends 
bsgan to flee. Qfrtc&'Patkor: stated tIiEit h» fired hia shotgun towddst the gfWwJ* hut-some of the 
(facta struck Mf r Rpblnson in the back as he ww tiuiniitg away, AowdJug to m oof attar's 
investigation, Ui\ 'Rnbtosoti djsd from Inj tales oumed by the shot to th» back. 

i 

A Joottl gf and jury wra eonvened, but did not fehuu' to Indictment In the ctw, 

In addition to $» findings .daset'lbed abovtvtho federal hYeptlpilor> dctonnmed that 
Mr. P^kerdlsd on Ap*ll 9,1977, ' ; 

Alter oiu'efu.1 review of thja incident, w» huve concluded that ths now dswased J«ck 
Pmltor tooted nlono when he shot isad killed Mr; Robinson and we Imve no choice but .to 

clous our Investigation, ... . ( ' , 

'wVrcgbt. that wo ormiiot he of further wlsttuwe to you, Again, pleoM aoeept m etoodu 
condolences on the bus of | 

Slncw'oly, 



Deputy Chief In Ctaugo ait the * 




U,S, Depflrtrnsh. m Justine 
Civil Rights Division 



RM:PF;CQ 
144-41-3577 



Crtmlnit Swim -I'M 

939 Pinniytwnte A\*mu, Nlf 

irothiHglon. DO 20M0 



(5K"7)(C) ;• . 



APR 28 2010 



(b)(7)(C) 



Wfc tiro writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
Inve8tlga'Lioti-(FIBl>i'6C9ntly-O0nduoted awlow-of-^-oireiutistunow-surfouDdin^lfta death of — 
youi'l J Owe Brown, also known m Pheld Evans, hi 1964, We regret 1o inform you that wo 
cUo unabfe to proceed further with a federal criminal Investigation of this matter because there Is ' 
Insufficient evidence to indicate that ft racially motivated homicide occurred, Please accept our 
sincere condolences on the loss of your|(b )(7)(C) : '"" | 



Over gig to SO; 

inBUmoHlffll in bringhigjustloe to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights era crimes. 
Today> tho Division continues 1o use Its resourced and expertiso to Identify, looato, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing racially-motivated crimes committed rnOro 
than 40 yearn ago. 

■In 2006, the FBI began Its "Cold Case Initiative" — a oompreherislvo'effort to identify 
and investigate racially-motivated murders committed decades ago. Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI field offices 'jettrohed their "cold case riles" to identify incidents which might bo ripe for ■ 
investigation, rn February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the initiative, which, 
includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), tho Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
the FBI In Identifying additional cases for Investigation and to solicit their help, In October 
2008, the "Emmeit Till Unsolved Civil Righto Crime Act" C'Emmdt Till Aof) beonme low 
giving (lie Department of Justice additional tools to Investigate "violations of criminal oivll rights 
statutes . . . resultpng] In death" ltart*ooouiwd not later than December 31, 1969," 

The federal review ennoemlng Mr. Brown's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Cawo 
Initiative tmd the Eromett Till Act This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 1 
experlonood "cold case" civil rights prosecutor, We Iwve now concluded tiiat review mid wish to 
Inform you In writing of our Gildings. 
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This matter was originally referred to us w an allegation that Phold Evans may have been 
the victim of a mclolly modvnled homicide, Unable to locate any records legattilng anyone 
named Pheld Evuna, the FBI contacted a number of civil rights activists In the Canton area and 
eventually learned that Pheld Evans's real name was Ctene Brown, ' 

As port of its review of the circumstances of Mr, Brown's death, the FBI interviewed!"""! 
and a number of Mr, Brown's other relatives, The FBI also contacted numerous Mississippi L-^ 
officials; conducted searches of the internet, the Madison County Herald, the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History (MDAH), and the University of Southern Mississippi library 
for relevant references and media articles: sent letters to the SPLC, th? NAACP, and the 
-Mjaglsalppi-GrimoLpborHtoryreques^^ 
via a press release that was published hi local newspapers and broadcast on local television m<i 
radio stations. 



According to our review, sometime In- 1964, Mr, Brown and his cousins Eddie Brown, 
and Percy Mack, Jr., went to Kosciusko where Mr. Mnek dropped the other two men off at a 
gi rlfriend* a house. Later thai plah i , Mi l Rmwn ™h \>i» mju-Q™,™ y^fa gBftfayg ♦ " Mir" 
ana were vvol iting o n a dark road handing to meut Mr. Made so he could drive them back home. 
According to| - J the three cousins "wore playing gwnes" and Mr, Mack accidentally ran ovw 1 
nod killed Us cousins. Mr, Mack returned homo and informed Ills parents, who than washed 
down the cm'. Eventually, a rumor was started, likely by Mr, Mack's rainll y, that Mr. Brown had 
boon beaten to death by Ku Klux Klin me mbers. Wy.:' ;.=-v- ~1 

about Mr. Brown's (tooth from Mr. M^WMtC) . P : "l 



One qf Mr. Brown's relaiivos, Rb)(7)(C) ,' jtoid the FB I that Mr. Brown had been 
murdered by [Clan members, Another relatlve, Kb)(?)(C) , '// "H slmilarly told the FBI 
that both Mr. Brown and Mr, Etldlo Brown had been beaten and tlien run over, aIthoug hL_j ■ 
(B TOTH dld not Identify Die perpetrators. Neither!!*" 



the Hoiuco of their Information concerning Mr. Brown's denth. 



Identified 



Throo of Mr. Brown's otorclntlvcs JM 7 )* ) ~" ' Ud[^_K c ) 



IHffKffP told Ihe FBI tliat they had heart! the rumor of the Klan minder but- they eventually also 
learned that Mr. Made had, in foot, neoldeiitally killed Mr. Brown and Mr, Eddie Brown, 

Mr. Mauk died on .September 18, 1978. 

After ctuoflii review of (ids Incident, we havo concluded tbnt ilww is Insufficient ovldenoe 
to Indicate that yov ^(bH7 ^Pf jd eftth constitutes a racially motivated homJolde and, therefore, Is 
not covered by (he Einmott Till Act. Accordingly, wo have no choke but to olofle our 



.3. 




it <wr sincere 




U,8, Department ol s Jstloiy 
Civil Rights Division 



BMiPFiCa 
144-41-3579 



OitKllwtStcfton-PHS 

tMrmafimMdiimtfif 



Butler, WI 53007 

mm®'.' 



Dear 



We are writing to Inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
Inve stigation (FBI) recently conducted a review of the circumstances surrounding the death of 



for you nWXC? I dealh, Hinds County, 
UaoverS ' 




investigation {yili) recently conducted a review ot trio circumstances surrounding UiB death o 
yuvtf&jjM JSilna Cnaton, on March 1, 19/54, Wo regret to triform you (hat we an unable, to 
proceed ftutherwl'th a federal criminal Investigation of this matter because the person respon 

onthelo8aofyour|^T] 

Over (ho Inst 50 years, the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice has been 
Instrumental in bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing oivil, rights era crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use Its resources and expertise to Identity, locate, nnd, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible fbr commlltifcg rnclojly-motivated crimes committed more 

In 2006, the VBl began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identify, 
and investigate racially-motivated murders committed decades Ago, Toward that end, each of the 
•56" FBI field offices senrohod their "cold case files" to identify Ineldcnts which might bo ripe for 
investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the Initiative, which 
Includes a partnership with the National Association fbr the Advancement of Colored Fcople 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPL©, and the National Urban League to assist 
tiio FBI hi identifying additional cases for investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, the "EmmcUTIU Unsolved Civil Right* Crime Act" ("BmniettTllJ Act") became law 
giving the Dapnrlment of Justice udditional IooIb to Investigate "violations of orimlnal civil rights 
statutes . , , resulting] in denth" that "occurred not later than December 3 1, 1969," 



Tho federal review concerning vow 



em i 



death was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 



Initiative- and the Einmett Till Act, This review was condnoled by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor, We have now concluded that review and wish to 
Inform you In writing of our tindlngs, 
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I 



i 

i 



WHO) 



death, the FBI interviewed 



As part of its review of the olrcumsttmces of your j 

(b)(7)(C) I tbe FBI also contaoted various Mississippi law enforcement and government officials; 

conducted aearohes of the records of the SPLC, the Mississippi Department of Arciives and 
History (MDAII), tho University of Southern Mississippi library, and the Internet for, relevant 
references and media articles; Hont totters to the SPLC and due NAACP requesting in formation; 
and solicited information, about the case via a press release that whs published in local 
news pap ars and broadcast on local television and radio stations, 

Aocoi'dln g to our review, on March I, 1964, HCSO Deputy Herbert Hoover Sullivan shut 
and killed your [(b)(7 ) , ~~} According to a contemporaneous article In the Jackson Clarion Ledger, 
■{he- shooting-occurred-'Whea-He S ticpirtfos^ponded-to-nreportTif shot 
were living io Wisconsin at the time of the shooting, ' 



(b)(7)(C) .. FBI,F 



your['(b )(7)T3 vas in a olub with two other teenagers "making some noise.'' When offlcors 



_told^the" 

t /\i * ■■ , it 1 1 1* - f 

lOBTueu Ujav 



responded to a call from the club's owner, the two others fled, while ; 
and ralsod Ids banda In surrender, whereupon he was shot. 



uned around 




ntho. 
youi 
of 



fired report, thoy enw two 

W) 




(b)( 

t£it- 



£w article oitod above, when the deputies responded to the 
men fleeing the scouo. Deputy Sullivan (who was not identified 
Into a oaf6 where, according to HCSO Sheriff Fred Plokett, 



Jo) chased your_ 

[turned "as if to attuck tho doputy," At that point, Deputy Sullivan, who "had no way 



Tho FBI determined that Deputy Sullivan died on April 6, 1 985. 



After oareml roylcw of Oils incident, we h ave conc luded that the now deceased Deputy 
Sulilyan acted alone when ha shot and ki I lot! your 1(b)(7) I mid therefore, wo liave no choice but to 
close our investigation. liSLJ 

■ 

. Wo regret that wo canno t be of farthe r assistance to you, Aguin, please ttocbpt our sincere 
condolences for tho loss of yoiuj; 



Sincerely, 



Paige M. Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chloftu Charge of the Cold Cose Initiative. 



i 




U.S. Depm'ttncfi,,* 6f Justice 
Civil Rights Division 



RM;PF:KS:hbo 
144-57-1781 



Criminal Smt'm-l'l-iB 
W«*tn$<m, PC? 2OS30 



i, 



Topsharo, Maine 04086 




Wo 4trt> writing to kfomi you that the Department of Justice and tho Federal Bureau of 
Inve stigation (F BI) recently conducted a review of tho circumstances Burroundlng (he death or 
y»iu' [P(7)(G) " J 1^3votoii<i Bruce Klundor, on April 7,. 1964, Wo regret to Inform you that wo arc 
unable to proceed further with a federal criminal investigation erf this matter because them Js 
insufficient evidence to Indicate} fhat» raoJalJ^|^yotod homicide occurred, Ploaso accept our 



taataimwttal in briflgibgjusticc to sonic oflhottatitjjl'a nioattliiflurbmgctvlf rights ernGri'moa, 
Today, the Division continue to use Its resources -and expertise to identify , locate, and, where 
possible^ prosooute Chose responsible for committing racially-motivated crlmett committed moro 
than 40 years ago, < 

lu 2006, the FBI begun ila "Cold Ctuo InWattve 5 ' — a comprehensive effort to Identify 
and investigate raduily-mottvatod murders oomroittod decades ago. Toward that end, ouch of the 
56 FBI Held offices stuxchcd their "cold cage fJW to identify incidents which, might bi> ripe for 
investigation In February of 2007, the FBI announced tho next phaao of tho initiative, which 
holudds a padnerablp with tho "National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SFLCJ, mid tho National Urban League to assiyt 
tho FBI in identifying additional wusea for investigation ami to solicit their help, In October 
2.008, tho "EmmcttTill Unsolved Civil lllghta Crime Act" ("Emmotl Tifl Act") became taw 
gtving tho Dopaittiiout of Justice titlti iUojtuit tools to investigate 'Violations of criminal civil rights 
statute , . , roaixhl'ihgl lu dotith"that "occurred not later than December 31,1 96!?." 

the federal review oonocrniag Reverend Klubdor's (leiith was" begun pursuant to (he Cold 
Caaa Initiative and tho Emmett TIE Aot, Tfxla review was conducted by FBI Special Agents iu4 
an Qxporhncad "cold oase" civil rights prosecutor, We lmve now conducted that roviow and wish 
to inform you in writing, of our findings, 

Aft part of Jta review of tlie circumstances of Rovorohd Kluudar's clooth, tho FBI obtained 
and reviewed a copy of the Coroner'a Verdict and autopsy report, as well as ooplei of newspaper 
articles from a number, of Obit) newspapers referencing the deuih of Reverend KJundor, The FBI 




t j 



also queried the Cleveland Police Department (CPD) for any records which might exist 
pertaining to Reverend Klundor's death, 



Accor ding to o ur review, on April 7, 1964, 
driven by (MPT 



was crushed by a bulldozer 
during a civil rights demonstration opposi ng the constructi on of a 

segregated school in Mentor, Ohio, Hie FBI attempted to identify and locate d 7 ]®. | but he 

is either deceased or could not be located using the variety of public and law enforcement 
databases available to FBI investigators. Per media reports, there were approximately 150 
demonstrators gathered at the construction site, which was guarded by Cleveland Police 
Department officers, During the cou rse of the dem onstration, two women and a man rushed into 
the path of the bulldozer operated by l. (b)(7).($ l -fell Mean while, Reverend Klunder laid down on 
the ground behind the bulldozer, hi an effort to avoid hitting the individuals in front of the 
bulldozer M^IM^I stopped die machine, |$lil 7 3(C) | ropo rte dly looked a round, but did not see 
Rovorend KJundeT, then drove the bulldozer hi reverse, When IfMOjC) Istopped the bulldozer, 
be realized dial he had crushed and killed Reverend Klunder. [(b)(7)(C) was subsequently 
attacked by several onlookers who charged past police, 

^jrepoitedly claimed that he drove backward because when die three individuals 
jqzer, its shovel was still hanging over them. With respect to 
reportedly stated, "I didn't know another man was beiiind me." 



lay down In front 
Reverend K hinderP 1 ^ 

Mm® 




expldned further, "I hacked up all the way over him, and then I saw him lying in fiont 



of the tractor, That was the first I knew 1 had ru n over anybody," According to media account. 1 *, 

| was very upset and remorseful, R5K?Sk) [ also indicated that ho could not hear 
shouting alerting him to Reverend Khmder's presence due to the loud noise produced by the 
bulldozer, The Cuyahoga County Coroner's Verdict classified Reverend Klunder's death as an 
aooidont. 

After c areful review of t his incident, wo have concluded that there is insufficient evidence 
to indicate that tj^ t j(^).C7|(Q) '' "[ death constitutes a racially motivated homicide and, therefore, is 
not covered by the Emmclt Till Act. Accordingly, we have no choice but to close our 
investigation. 



We regret (hat we cannot be_of further assistance to you. Again, please accept our sincere 
condolences for the loss oC |gr f |(feX 7 )(C) 



Sincerely, 



Paige M, Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief in Charge of the Cold Caso Initiative 




U.S. Depmtment oi „iistice 
Civil Rights Division 



RMiPF:CO 
144-41-3576 



Criminal Station ■ PHB 
flOPtniuylmnlaAvtnut, Nl? 
iroMnglo*. DC 10330 



wmrr 



Jacksonville, FL 32208 



Dear 



Wc are writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
Inve stigatio n (FBI) recently conducted a review of the circumstances surrounding the death of 

-procecd-further^i'tlraTederaHri^ 

evidence to indicate that a racially motivated homicide occurred, Please accept our sincere 
condolences on the loss of your 



ty r 

m 



Over the last 50 years, the Civil Rights Division of the Departme nt of Justice has been 
inst rumental in bringing justice fn figtne nf tfal nmtfTii' r Mtat it i ii'iii V lii F "lVH if^hlT era 5355 
-^'mlay, Lilt! Division continues to use its resources and expertise to identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing racially-motivated crimes committed more 
than 40 years ago. 

In 200G, the FBI began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identify 
and investigate racially-motivated murders committed decades ago. Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI field offices sctuehed their "cold case files" to identify incidents which might be ripe for 
investigation, la February df 2007, the FBI' announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
Lire FBI in identifying additional cases for investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, the "Emmctt Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crimo Act" C'Emmctt Till Act") became law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes . . . resulting] in death" that "occurred not later than December 3 1 , 1969." 



The federal review concerning your[}£^ 



death was begun pursuant to (he Cold Case 



Initiative and the Eunnelt Till Act, This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and [in 
experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform you In writing of our findings. 



co: Records Chrono (kimondj Fitzgerald T. 05/18/10 
Wcrt-phb-fsO I \hGme\egamondi\MyFiles\Cold cascsVNotificadon 
lettei-s\Pinai\144_.4l,„3576„(ireenwood.wpd 



As part of its review of the circumstances of your[j[ ffi^ j death, the FBI retrieved from 
the National Archives and Records A dmmistration (NARA) the 1964 FBI file relating to the 

incident. The FBI also contacted you; 1(b)(7)(C) M , ' , '.: 

|foK7)"lffl J Additionally, the FBI contacted several Mississippi agency officials; conducted searches 
of the records of the SPLC, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH), the 
University of Southern Mississippi library, law enforcement databases, and the Internet for 
relevant references and media articles; sent letters to the SPLC and the NAACP; and solicited 
Information about the case via a press release that was published in local newspapers and 
broadcast on local television and radio stations. 

According !o our review, on June 29, 1964, your decomposed body was 

found next lo his car on a "lover's lane," about 100 yards off of Main Street in Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. One of your family members bad reported him missing to the' Vicksburg Police 
~X)epanm"e iir(WD) ori" Jul^2l7 T 
Evening Post, no weapon was found near yourjMTT^Jbotly, Additionally, a purse contldlnng 
about $6 1 was found in his car, likely ruling gt ame po ssibility that he was killed during a 
robbery. As a result of the condition of yourlfW) [body, a coroner's inquest could not 



determine his cause of death, 



(C) 



On June 30. | %4, ¥U ° vm ' v lt " 1 "' BBlgBfiHI Mn 3^pPtt»TOaw K vj22!!L, 
l/S M' the Jackson officeof the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), andpffl(C) ' 

.-. I" ilay. Clurl.int XI r\ « \ I ■ n I + i r'rt Aaul • *% n4 inn f" n rVi »m i Unn f C_1"KT/" /~t\ 4 Li nh m mi ■« 



[(b) (7)(C) ■ "]pf the Sludont Non-ViolentCootdiiiating Commiltec (SNCC), that ywt[ --'JvvBo, . (b)(7)(C) 
managed tho Jasper Lounge in Vicksburg, had last been seen leaving the lounge with two white 



Shortly after the discovery of your 



_body, tho VPD investigation determined lliat 
he had Inst been seen dive in the early morning hours of Juno 21, 1964, in the company of 
Flossie Lee Minor, a marri ed Afri can- American woman, whose husband had reportedly 
(b)(7)(C) previously threatenad yourl ■;• , Ifor dating his wife. Ms. Minor ajid her husband initially 

disappeared but, on July 3, 1964, tho VPD arrested Ms. Minor, Ms. Minor reportedly admitted to 
(h)(/)(C) the VPD that she had gone with your p-y H o a "lover's lane," where, according to Ms. Minor, 
(b)(7)(C) your| J suddenly died of an apparent heart attack a nd she fled the scene. She denied that 

death. 



there had boon any foul play involved In your Wfi 



The FBI conducted an online search for Ms. Minor and located a record for a Flossie B. 
Minor who died on April 2, 200 5 in Libert y, Missouri, The FBI then contacted} 
one of Ms. Mlnor's f(b7(7)?CT ~ 



ever lived hi Vicksburg. 



rcbKTW 





,1 


it his 




had 



In 1964, the FBI also investigated allegations by COFO member 



n 



mm 



hat 



JJtho funeral homo owner who prepar ed ymu [(^)(7T^bodylbTburiai, toTdRBjjTjjLCj 

ii | wC7) j throat that ooidd have been a stab or 
in 1964 and | M"7W~ Jdcnicd that he 



bullet wound. The FBI interviewed W?W) 



-3- 



(b)(7)(C) 
(b)(7)(C) 

mm-, 

(b)(7)(C) 



(b)(7)(C) 



thought the hole had been caused by anything other than "nature" and who stated that ho 



specifically told 
1(b)(7)(C) ■ 



las much when Wffift 



asked about it 



told the FBI that ho investigated the matter further and determined that your 
(5)f7) was not a member of COFO or any related orgam^tion and had not been Involved in any 
J vQ^regi3tjation drives or other civil lights woik. l'(b)(7)( 0). ^~~ *jyyho was thon Ihe NAACP's 
Missi3sippt ^bl(7l(C) l almiiarly informed the FBI thatyour|(bK?) Iwas not active In voter 



registration efforts or the civil rights movement. 



(1>)(/)(C! 



Aa previously me ntioned, yo urlMSl ^ •^v-2L_^j^' wa3 . CQI ! tacte ^ a3 °^ ^ c ^ s 
2009 investigation. YourjpM5T]told the FBI that ; ■ lroay have bean the 
woman who saw your f^'"j|6n the night of Ws death and disappeared immediately after it F 7 "- 
[wT|waa interviewed and stated EH worked the midnight shift at (ho Rockett Cab Company in 
. ^kjrtmglh^^ 

" rumored that [ - - | had beeiTvvTtalnth aTanylme. 

After careful review of this incident, we have concluded that there is insufficient evidence 
to. establish thatyouf[-- ; , r [death constitutes a racially motivated homicide and, therefore, it is 
not covered by the Bmmett Till Act. Accordingly, we have no choj 



out- 



tea 



We regret that we cannot be of furt her assistance to you. Again, please accept our sincere 
condolences for the los3 of your f 



Sincerely, 



Pntge M. Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief in Charge of the Cold Case fultlativa 



I 
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U.S, J)'opflrtnM(*t of Justice 
Civil Rights Division 



KMsEFiCG 
144-1 9M-1 738 



ySOPamyhttiiiUMtit, h'W 
WmiihtHtoH, 130 ffl)B 




Ye tiro writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
TnvestMte (FBI) recently conducted a review of the drovrrtftanwfj surxouiidlxig the &gft of 
ynw rfESffi '{ ffttanw Andrew Miller, on August 30, 1 064. We vogrot to luform you that we ate 
wabto to proceed fh flhor'yrit h q federal criminal investigation of Chip matter "because) the person 
responsible for yotti' K'lX'O | death, John Ujyvlilfaker, is deceased. Please aocept our slncoro 



Over the last 50 years, the Civil Mights Division of the Department of Justice has been 
instrumental in bringing justice to some ofllw nation's most disturbing otvil righto er& crimes. 
Today, the Division oontimies to uj« its resources und expertise to identity, lwutc, arid, where, 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing raolally-rootivnied crimes committed more 
than 40 yews ago. 

In 2005, the FBI began its w Cold Cw Initiative" — n comprehensive effort to identify . 
mid tevwdwt* rtiotfiUy-motlvdlud murders committed decades ago, Toward that end, flajoltijf the 
56' MI field if&tm sofitehed thtlt "(wid owo files" to identify ■Incidents whloti mlgttt be tips for 
investigation, 1'h PebmWy of 2007, theMU announced the next phase of tho Initiative, which 
■Includes a partnership with the National Association for the Advntcooment of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Vovorty Ltiw Center (SPLC), tmd the National Urban League to assist 
the PBI in identifying additional cases for Investigation, and to solicit their heljs, In October 
2O08, the "Etnmett Till Unsolved Civtl Rights Crime Aot" ("Emnwlt Till Act") become bm 
giving die Department of Justice additional tools' to investigate "violations of criminal olvli rights 
statute* . . . remtltlJng] in death" fltftl "oueujrod not later than December H, 1 969," ■ 

The ftdwnl ro\dow concerning Mr, Miller's death was twspm pmsuant to Hie CoklCnse 
Initiative tmd the Emrutftt Till Aot, This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and tin 
experienced %oW case" civil rights prosecutor, Wo have now oohoiudetf that review and wish to . 
inform you lo wrifiug of our findings. 

co ncords CjjTOfig \ {b)m) 1 Piteatnud T.q* /12/10 



As part of Its twtw of Hie oircutrtBtnnow of Mr.- Miller's death, the fl&I obtained a looal 
iiowjrpftper luftiol©; conducted boh who* of Georgia blrfh awl doatb rsoordaj and obtained Mr. 
WMtuIcer'tf death eertSflowta. 

According to ftnr ravtow, John Lo Whltoker shot and Idilod Jcunwa Andiw Miller on 
kty&% 1?64» in Jfloltsooj Oeorpja. Tfw footing reportedly occurred during n confrontation 
botwowi the Afl'tcoo-Amei'Ioin mi whito oooupiinfei of two vehinleis, Mr, Miller was transported 
to I nearby nospM whore ho was pronounced de»d upon uwlval. After killing MivMillox 1 , Mr. 
WhitaJwr drove to Covhigton, Goafgk, wtaro h* Informed the lawenfortsement aufhorltiojs <jf the 
shoothff end sumrodered to them. Mr. W&iWGW died on B eooinber 1 9, 1.987, 

Afte otwful review of thia incident, wo hft^onciijdwj that the now dewnsod John to 

end taoibw, we hove no choice butto 



Wliltakw wted (don* when ho nhot and killed youv jWT 



. We regret that wo cannot to offurthor as£iis.tt»fice to you. Again, please ssccept our afcieete 
oondol6m«B fof the loss of yo\ii pSpFEp 



Sincerely, 



P&lgeM, Plftgumld 
. 'Deputy Chief In Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 




U.S. Department of jL./od 
Civil Righto Division 



UMiPFiCO 
144-41-3372 



CrtmlmfSneliUfPW} 
fSQPtamylvwitaAyiiTH, Xty 



(b)(7)(C);, 



APR mow 



New Orisons, LA 70117 



We firo writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 

I^fi^jt^(?iy)j^iit^«findu?t«i ajwJow-of.flw_olrouTU3tsmces.surroimillng. ih8 death of — 

(bH7)(C)~ yoaC-Tj Herbert Orsby, on or about September 9, 1 964, We regret to Inform yoy that w* are 
uriableTo proceed further with a federal criminal Investigation of this matter because there la 
Insufficient evidence to indicate that ft racially motivated homlolde occurred, Plow accept our 
' sincere condolences on die loss of sooKlWO 



Ov«r the last 30 years, the Civil Rights Division of the Dfl pnrtm ittt oSJu irtioe h n r bcwr^ 

" ion 1 , most disturbing civil rights era crimes, 
Y, the Division contiuuea to use Its resources and expertise to Identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing iiolaIly*rnotlvHlod crimes, committed more 
than 40 years ago, 

i 

In 2006 , the 1'Br began its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to Identify 
and Investigate racially-motivated murders committed doondes ago, Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI tie Id offices searched their "cold case files" to identify incidents which might be ripe for 
Investigation, In February of 2007,.1he FBI announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
ln.ch.dos a partnership with tho Matlonal Association for die Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), die Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), aad the National Urban League to assist 
tho FBI In Identifying additional eases for Investigation and to solicit their help, In October 1 
2008, the "Bmmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Emmott Till Act") became law 
giving the Popartmont of Justice additional tools to Investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes , , . resultllugl In death" (hot "occurred. Dot later limn December 31, 1969," 

The federal review concerning Mr, Orsby'a death was boguu pursuant to the Cold Cm o 
Initiativo and the Bmmett Till Act, T his review was conducted by F3I Special Agents and nn 
experienced "oold ease" civil rights prouccutor, We hwve. now concluded tliat review and wish to 
Inform yon In writing of our findings. 



cc: Records Cbrono damondi Ftaflerrild T, 04/12/10 
\\ort-phb-lfeOrJwms\cgaimndrWyniea\Cold casesWodflonvJon 
IuttoH»\Flnal\H4 41„3372 Orsby.wpd 



mm 



deatlMh«PBI interviewed 



As part of Its review of the etrciurwtanccf of your 
you, The FBI also retrieved from the National Archlvea and Reoords Admlnlitratton (NARA) 
Iho 1954 FBI file relating to |ho Incident; contacted various Mississippi law anfbrcement and 
government officiate; conducted searches of the FBI recorde, MlBslaelppl Department of Archives 
and Mjtory (MDAl-I), the University of Southern Mtsslasippi library, and the Internet for relevant 
references and media articles; sent letters to both the SPLC and the NAACP requiting 
' lolbrmntlon} find BolMted infbnmntion about the case via a press telens* that was published In 
local niwepnpcrs and broadcast on local television and mdla stations. 

According to our review, on September 9, 1 964, the body of 14-year-old Herbert Oraby 
wns found floating la the Big Blook River iu Canton, Mississippi, Mr, Oraby wy olfldonly la U» 
-shoTtmd thrtSHlflladoTTif h1s"3ldlhihg wad ToWd on a nealb^lvorbank. MrTOwby, who 
resided In Now Orloans, Louisiana, hud been visiting relatives In Pickens, Mississippi, Relative* 
reported 1hat they had hist noon' him walking toward the Big Black River on Labor Day, 
September 1, 1 564, Holmes County Coroner Dr. Justin Kazar wmhvxi Mr. Oraby'i body and 
found no bndfios or other evidence of foul piny. A looal Coroner's inquest was held Immediately 
and the verdict was that Mr. Oraby had died as a result ofaccjd enifl 1 Hfpwnfag.. 




of an AiVlcan-Amerlcan teenager wearing a t-shirt with the letters CO RK (Congre ss of Racial 



Equality) Imprinted on It had been found ta the Big Black River, 



flinm3mwedKE)(7) 



Jtokf the FBI that 



ad reportedly swn the removal of Mr, Qrsby's body from the river, 



Additionally, n CORE press relonao, dated September 10, 1964, stated that Mr, Graby, 
who had bean wearing a- COIIB t-shlrt, wan deelarid missing on September 6, 19<54. According 
to thai release, the previous day, "another [African- American] youthhad been obseived being 
forced a|gunpoint Into a white-driven plokup truck," The press release did not Indicate the 
source of those allegations. 

. 

As part of the 1964 Investigation, the FBI Intei vlewedPEMIZI who stated that he 



and h group of othoM went to the river and saw moral Mississippi Hi ghway S afety Patrol am 
having e ver seon your brother's body. Further, f(h)(7j(Q) ~ 



|(b)(7)(OK, „ : ., , wan quoted In $ 1964 newspaper article aa stating diet your 

(b)(7)(c) d oChing did not have the CORB lettering on it. 



1 



Neither the 1 964 FBI investigation nor the 2008 FBI review produced evidence to 



indicate that youdWE£Ld«im was other than occidental or to nubsteuttate die aJlognHons In 
the 1964 CORB pieso-retease. 



After m$& i-ovi'jw pf this (tiofatot wo have (jondudotl rW Mm m <« r»*.»M j * . j 



Again, ploas» aooefjt our sincere 



\V« wgiM that we oeuwo tbeoffUtthor Butanes, to ypu, 
oowtofe&OM ft* the (on of yomj fbXyxcf. i--" ' 1 



Deputy Chief In Charge of the Cold Cm* Initiative 





144-17M.3158 




Wo w<? wyitwg t-oinibrrayoirthftttlia Dcpaftoant bf-Justitfe nnd the FodeifU Bureauof 
IhVoirtigat'ioa (FBOr^^y-W'dttPttjiJurisvlttW'ofliio oiroum»t«tfoos surrounding tire. 
diaappwrnno* ■oSyma : ^^^hfid& Vtobitffcua: Gfiao, in 11/65, Wft Cdg^bt tolflfbttn you 
'Jittl' wo sto ymftbio to pmoced forther with .a Ibcfcwd biimjjitjl ifiVe^fctf io'a of this mieA'obftifao 
there is liisTttfflateHi-Bvltbai^to^tbV^ beyond -a reaflmmbfo Amhi, that Mt f d«mok dikppoiOTieo 

iire-wxralt el ftiwlrfly-ianothal^hofmfilto. In addJlltm.tho fiVe-yewstatirt© ofltoMons 
; that WW :to,effts<St£it'tha toe Of Mr. Garter's alss^ptjuiMiiciB lias sxpiredi 

Ovoi'tte last S0^ac% aw Civil UIghW Diftijrbaof to 'DepHitmenf -of Justice- has been 
jiWfrnimartd in brifi&ingjuirtibe tcsscniio of tho netrOU v S tnoatl disturbing -civil righto ot» Cl'ttileS, 
Tffidrty, thtt Dkkloji Witaaaws to Wift.WsfiurtJflS tod .export! si? 'to Itotk tooatd> and, Wbcto 
pottsflttVpros^itethoa^ 
&Wl4Q.yte ago. 

Jdt flm Ml begwn Ms "OaM Ctiro loltintrv^* — u $ffl$a&ffltim flttort to Ideality 
tod'hiv.ea%tfto ri)drtjtfjmHDtiv«t{i<! jwir^f! pcwatottled ttodw ago, ToWatfd totted,, eaoh of t he 
5*5 WMA 6tSsm Bearoh&a WtoMwo filwC 1 to fooi&ilfy ftnldwte which, m^be-rfj»;for 
hivi*Ufiutk)'ii, Iu.lfti%wry 8007, toWI .mvKAiiiood'lJieA^pJMrJ&offholftKWlv^^ich 
tjidlttdi^wto&^Mp'with fiaoKtttional AasDcdttlioa fa ihet Aiwmmt^ 'Cdm& 
(NMCP), to SvulhomPoverl/'LKw- Center emd'tho National Uibati Iieagw lo HflHtef 

th»:FBI itt iU'Witliyai^ RftcUtiSjifa taiHMB for.iayQ^g&tiantiad'to solicit their, help, In October 
2068, -(he- "Etmnctt Till Unsolved Civil Rights. C&mAaF ^Mx6dtm Ml") basattw.iwv 
Ijl^ttg'thfe Depwrtinoiit ofrustfeo additional tools to Investigate '"violated .fifedralfid *M tl^ts 
u-hifirfoB , . , tasttltM Imdeath" tot^&umxUtrt later- ton 0^i«iibw.Sl, lW 

Tlit) fedsral -tBttieW conottfriltig Mr, tSftno'« -disapppawaw vw» bogunpurwwit to th» Cold 
■Ca'so Initiative m»J to Emmet* 'fi'U Aot. Th& Wvteww»» ooricto'ter] by KBJ Special Agcjlts tbicl 
tunj?q)'arioiiBCt| "cold aa8tf'.-oi-01 tlgbt^jiwiaorajtoB, -Ar part of its TOvfw-ftf^p^TOwdtMnooJi oi' 
Jyft, CtaoN dU'^KWOsaflH to FBI tosfcittched aftdltievlmd'imodfei. ttfrtelafl ihJto queried" 
ctil of to inaJJoBl/ostaMtfKSrs* ©fttooj in toTwrirja arijtt Hbr dcotifiiMtiiticrf) -oi'Mr. 'Carrot Mi 
•WithjtbgiiUvawsultet Miarohed natloo'ftl dutuksf» Ixxrwoatuse nfVr, tWsioeltd sworJJy 
ounjbnr with acgtalvs hjsults;, obtoined ; tlw V<J9£) 'li'.vcfitigfltlvofilwj of to Hwftiado (Jevtcly 
aiwM^S OfHoCt (HC30) nod tboJioiida Deptatacnt o£Law&&rTO'm t? )!i.^1)I,B); ucd 



i.,;i,i.-^j^^iy.-^ J -.. 1 ^.. ^ , -^ <.-»..i 





AxrooFding to 0$: roVliW^ 

ttutlftfc s aBhtflBltiptbat tint Ko Kbx'Klan(ICKK)Jiftii.^llf^.}A, Objcip, th^plwd'hla feoity oil 
the Jtif Iioafl (mules to paver up uiiy e vdds'ncfe of ia hamlbttle. 'Ih<s tJCSOy to th& FDLE, 
wmthioted fova&gnttowtnto these ii31tsgtitlaw9/bv.t dill not W my eM)fetWitofc!fe'GiI» 
tb vMtti vfa rao'iully-mbtlvDitiKl ioj^^qi^OE^OV-Wtl^f 2, '2008, yOu , we*o:kt^»d..kl' , toto 
storied tftatttto tioliW'ShtiQayow^P^i.Jtrtct Otofil^i'butwcsaytru sutdl 
1 ovor listen pluec, YtJti iMfwrtat ttr ym towifadj** | 
r^to lwoiv&^ 

FBI Qrt^te^i^iibtt.lMOtWfi'^fitto, 

We ngtrei tkitv/e ©n'totot b , o^f&jih'br , i»ssJ«'(an06 1 W.yo\t. Piore&wwpt-om^rfiwew 
tfotido toe® ou tbb d^wmw oi>urfamlly weiftber. 



JJCftoiy diktfhChwga/Cltie Gold fcanoTuitfailYD 
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U.S, Dopartmoln at Justipe 
Civil Rights Division 



RM;PP:CO 
144-4l-35<34 




MAY O SS m 



Dm 



_: W»we-writing.to-ltil'oTm-you-that-tli9 Deportmentof Justice and- the Federal Bureau-of- 

lava attgntion (PB Q recently conducted a review o f the circumstances surro wilding the death of 
yowl(b) (7)(Cj"^| g8lmB Kelly Tilgg, on January 21, 1963, Wo regret to inform you that we are 
umtblelo proceed iWthor with n federal criminal investigation of this matter because there is- 
insufficient evidence to indicate that a t aoially moti vated homicide occurred, Flown? accept our 



sincere condolences on the loss of your |( b )( 7 )(°) 



Over the Inst 50 yews, the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice has beea 
instrumental in bringing Justice to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights era crimes, 
Today, the Dlviaion continues to use Its resources and expertise to identify, locate, and, where 
poselble, pioscouto those responsible for commi tting racially-motivated crimes oommitted more 
than 40 years ago, 

to 2QQ6, the FBI began Us "Cold Cose toithmW' — a comprehensive effort to identity 
and investigate raolally-motiviitect murder* committed decodes ago, Toward that end> eitch of the 
56 FBI Add offices searched thoir"oold case flies" to identity Incidents which might beilpe for 
Investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the initiative which 
includes a partnsnHp with the Nnliomd Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Uw Center (3PLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
the FBI in identifying additional oases for investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, the "Emmott Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Aof ("Emmett Till Act") become law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to invewtlgnto ''violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes , . [ rosult[lng] in death" that "occurred not liter than December 31, 1969." 

1 

The federal review concerning Ms, Trigg's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative and the Emmett Till Aot. This review wus conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 
jxperlonced "cold case" .civil rights prosecutor, We have now concluded that review and wish to 
Inform you m writing of our (hidings, 

oct Records Giwortu Oomondl Fitzgerald T. 04/26/10 
\\crt-plib-fs01\liorae\cgcunondl\MyFllcB\CoId cosesVNoiifloatlon 
Iotiore\Flnnl\l44,41J564_i>|jjg,wpd ' 



I 



Thlfi watte* was originally memi from the UPI.C In (ho form of a press WttettM tluit 
listed tho January 23, 1 965,- death by burning of "SiUemn JC. Trlggd," TtM pws* releuao 
referenced tho NAACP'a 1965 annual report that stated that "Mrs. Sulenirj K, Trlggs," a radidant 
of HattJ eaburg, Mississippi, had "myBterlously bumod to death" on January 23 of that year. The 
FBI investigation did not locate any ndditiontii Information or evidence supporting the 
allegations, hit it did determine that the person who died In January 1 <>63 In Hatttosburg, ' 

was January 21, 1965. 

As port of to review of the circumstances of Ma, Trigg' n death, thQ FBI Interviewed you. 
The FBI also ooutRctcd nimnwonti Mississippi Rgoney offlolals, and Und» Owens, the widow of 
Johnny Owens, who once owned the Riverside Cemetery whew your groat-aunt was buried; sent 
-l^rsto-tbeSPLemdlhemA 

Department of Archives and History (MDAH), and the records of the SPLC and the University of 
Southern .Mississippi library, 

According to our review of Ms. Trigg's death certificate and a contemporaneous 
t-fatcicsburn American newspaper artlole, sto died on January 21 , 1 965, whea q fire of 
xmdBttmjtawt origtrnn^ed-hsr Hi toi'Bodroom. Although Ms, Trigg was csMd o\it through a 
window and transported to a hospital, she was pronounced dead on arrival there, Ms, Trigg's 
deatii whs ruled accidental. As yon told the FBI, you were not aware of any evidence to suggest 



■ After careful review of this Incident, we have concluded that there is Insufficient evidence 
(o alnblleh that your great aunt's doath, was other than aopidsntol or constitute* a racially 
motivated homicide and, therefore, It lit not covered by the Emmett Till Act, Accordingly, we 
' have no choice but to close our Investigation, 

Wo regret (hot we oiuuwt be of Anther assistance to you, Again, please accept our sincere 
coudolonceu for The Iowa of your great aunt, 



Slnouroty, 



Palp M, Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief in Charjfo of the Cold Case Initiative 




Ctvil Rights Division 



RMiPFiCG 
J 4440-2112 
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Gary, IN 46409 



APR 2 8 2310 



We are writing to Inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 



your r (5)T^( c ) "i Jesalo Brown, on January 23, 1963, Wo regret to Inform you that we are unable 
to prooccd further with g federal cr iminal Investigation of this matter because the person 
responsible for yourpt^C) death, Roese Marlon Gipson, is deceased, 
sincere condolences onthT IblaoTyour |th)(7}(C) 




.jo Department of Juatloe hm been 
Instrumental in bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing olyll rights ova orlmw. 
Today, the Division condones to use its resources and expertise to Identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecuto those responsible for committing racial ly-motivated crimes committed mow 
thnn 40 years ago, 

la 2006, tho FBI began its "Cold Case Initiative" — n comprehensive effort to Identify 
and Investigate totally-motivated murders committed decades ago. Toward thai end, each of the 
36 vm Add offices searched their "cold case flies" to fdendty incidents which might be ripe for 
investigation. In February of 2007, tho FBI announced tho next phase of the Initiative, which 
includes o partnership with tho National Association for the Advancement of Colowsd'Peoplo 
(NAACP), die Southem Po verty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
tho FBI Hi Identifying adtUtiotuil cases for Investigation and to sc-llolt tlielr help, In October 
2008, 'me "Emmett Tjfll "Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Aot" ("Bmmett Till Act") became law 
giving the Department of Justice additional tools to invosdgato "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes . , , resnlt|hif{] In doath" that "occurred not later than December 31 , 15(59/* 

The federal review concerning Mr. Brown's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative and tho Ermnott Till Act, This review was conducted by FBI Special AgentB and an 
experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review and wish to 
Inform you in writing of our flndlnp, 



ctxReoords Chhmo Gamondl Fitxgerald T. 04/19/10 
\\orc-phb-Aj01\bo)n^cgajnondl\MyFll(t3\CoIdoafles\NotlflDation 
bttenMM 44. ^OJllsajJOrown.wpd 



i 



As part of Itt review of the circumstances of Mr. Brown's death, the FBI I nterviewed you, 



(Mr, 



a number oflKujMdunU who were to Winon* at the time of the shooting, tindpp/X 5 ) 
Glpson's |^(?7 |), 'fhs FBI also contorted various Mississippi law enforcement' and' 
fiovemmaS ofTToIala; and .conducted searches of archived records of the Winom Times, and the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH) fox relevant media articles. 

According to our review, on January 23, 1 963, Mr, Brown was shot and killed by Ills 
employer, Reese Marlon Olpson, In Mr. Oipson'a home jnJ Mnojitu Mississippi. Mr , O jtpion 



told Montgomery County Sheriffs Office (MCSO) 
[(bK^VlthBt Mr. Brown too become intoxicated and litTaoli^MrTfJlpBon and MrT 



wltfilh icepick, whereupon Mr. Olpsoa shot Mr, Brown In self-de&nse. Mr, Brown sustained a 
fbtal shotgun woi»4 to me stomach, 

Mr, Glpion was flrroBNfd for shooting Mr. Brown and, on January 24, 1955, the Incident 
was Investigated by a local diBtrtot attorney, Clmtwlok JtwJcuon, Hbwever, based on Montgomery 
County Circuit Court records, no charges were over presented to the local grand J my. When you 
apoke to the FBI on March 12, 2009, you stated that'your grandmother, Mr, Brown** widow, 
always believed that there was more to ihe shoojjr 




■Mr, Glpson died on June 16, 1977. 



After yoroftu review of this incident, we hoye concluded that the now deceased Mr, 

^jand therefore, we have no choice 



but 16 oJosa our investigation. 



- . .I 



We regret that we oam&t be of ftu'thei' assistance to you, Again, pluoee aooept our sinesw 
condolences fonhe loss of your 



SlitQcrnly, 



Paige R Pltssgerald 
Deputy Chief In Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 



i 




CivimgWDiv'iaiw 





Wears w)'^ngioiii:ftirm.ye'(*il ! iW% Eqswtoitflf-JMtoe nnfl i!to tfafffcrat Jstajati of 
in-vtmtMgn^^^strfciitjy dpeLwdwSiiv^tfgfitoii Into \hsdn\fawmv<®-mm\\<^ the daitth 
ofyouil^PgjlmihW lae /nekton, in-Febi-uaty-^f 1 90, WblWflWfcdhfltotol feat 
i!CT-VMi>kiitto ytoiri writing ttf \>0S Jfaaingfc 

w J&fewtag4 : dvli ipi prat In MMcm r AldbTO Iwl55EM^ m 




•A 



■irtiHfc'timentol in bnngi 

•m miW bfiSfei m&M&i^^maM* to ic1wrti#^«to W$#ii^tM Jfe* far 
invoWl^ttfttt, .In tfe&ratusy. $03, 'the Fai-wwm'iooflitlte'Jt&jft plhi^fc' of -the Mtimiwi,. 
\rm&& % pam^'V^ MMm^vkl Mtfutoi &i lira .Atacwsat iajf G*M?at&te 
, ifflMSMu SW^mPowHy 'lMwXi^f{S#UQ> m (MliS Wan Iwp^ Assist- 
v : th# J^BT.-ih Iclpi^i.^a^^ii^wiwt VW&r iiWia^lgMSiorf end to tofoHlhttlf-holp. Ill flficfcer 

t^*itJ#i»l?eprati!oflifl «f JiWtkJ.c? e4$fomtf Wis) to IferlwtfBpW ^teU^tfiVi^dia-fftiM-^L^Ws 
: ^|»M«flri-r8Vlew-'c6jK>ombi(l8 Mr 'Ititaob 1 * SW.togiA pifi.miMtti fhftGwUl CbS6 



"M'f , tesdft^'iiosth, aha FBI iMdftd^Altibtim^P^^wUTVtfiMM ^Wfi^tti* 
to'oljt^i^ta^M® d^i&ttiAftMftjnrianittoi ^li^^-^Tarr^Mii^iiS-. 

bB6flMS4*jBWiwf iaiite onft&tfll'btts SS»^nsli(0pS i»^twi?Bf Jlwdya Carta's 
iPp rita ntffwMitit jttWttWrifalfc' Unci feiriiAityfttf mtil'diMV'i!BsU}tit!g4*>i'*M 



.Plaasp' accept p^tjr-p lflWfWPOWjt' 




■a» W, ■ ■>-» HAH . -„ . , , ' ' I, i, i i n , ,v ' i 





j^ffifi^'wailtiy m&wi^tetjvhrit $M t!mrtxmi\<^h *titrouctdtog ft^atlvaf 
Jfaei&wud J«B««.l^eij,'pn7i«8ifj)B , Si,. 1 Aft IWfe fe^&rte-'JufetW PBT pmiit 

yw^PP^* 1 tckd'-nfid •w^'Ittod.ctf tHa ©Win state oow^wl&^^^fott sjata 

Dvw i thfi.l«3t 5(5 ^ tf&ftlighls ■Division Dt^Tj^prtraoatrofJMsik^ba* 'tasti 
TodsjMhe Division <sotvthH»& towiita-iwioui'Wi iintff esflttM* n fco&te, fttf, wHww 



. Hntt- 3 rivcr^iijatc: a 3 Ealy ■tnioCiV'irttstt -rtixi^T<rt-a M-nistHW dfcouite bgk), Towwlih&t Mid* ^cMf this 
35 iKBfcfleW afficses^scftwhW-inMr "soifl ears^tei" iMd&wdfy An&ld&MS widcfe riii$t'to>Tl|Hr!for 
•fcwbfcflfcntitiiu JtaiSsfatflry -tif SOO'Ti'tl^iPBIittniio^icocI tliK^itt^hrfst of ate mf^A 
'footnotes s jsottnei-aHip "willi d^Hmlond! AssoJtottoti for lite AdvimcMnsnt .o-f Cdlored-P^o^ite 

3D0^tdie; , *BAutitftt Till Waived GLva'SJfcfiW Cftoa A&FfWxitim Till Aot'^-broamtj Itfw 
.jdwdg'feij ttcpTOottH o? Justly a^aitoU'lcwia JofeVoStl^ 'VJolii'tbttS-of totetoaUivfi r! 
statutes , , . toeu'l-irteK) fo dfeslh*' t]nd, s( .ooc\trrtid:LWt:liitor;h8n ttaccmbcr 84, 



'tie federal ievl'cw (fctotertfttBtfno dbd£l» ^yWiSRIfwaii bfe^uu jjutgumlt to (lie 
Coid-Gase^itoiive and to BiWlettTfU-Aa TWb rtj*i«wwas:con?.uoted1ty FBI ; &i>e^l «J ■ A^tt* 

wl'uii tcv:b^[):m.yDU.''f.i3;wc , ).tli)0 of 



* * *-< I 




"CU'Ulteriw » -parttei^te'&toi-rfl tq&ito raifircfi mm 'SteUmWo IvtoVgpmeijy (Imt'Vwi kct'fey 
jkyyerimd Mftrtln.Lullnjr.Jtlngj Jh iKcEJOfdi.cgt'O^rtfbtveH ncwiipaper imports tMMefte,ghm<afe<J 
by Jta ftetfcr^ JUnm 'of.biwisflg^w f FBI"'),- tkc ihrc*«iM«iws vm pm uiT* sgwc^ of ntoife 

'* ^Mjfiifflfl Re<sW!ftB4hc djftiUft 'voto.- After the mm'dt, yoni" 
itttop'pcfod j^ti^lEnSnPHl ■tof'Uidbfrttpsfil^ 'Hb^isl'tanitSirmiiagibiunf i 1 





6tcnb,y a'ittoato ; te; 




saw th<s biir mah si ttatfe y o Or .ijf^piiiucli |jj|§^R>B - KeU&y wtls ih» 

William WqSir)M&ffl^ ItejaHUft 
«andtKtoif » 38Mxih:pf Rfcl^^§£toil seized- ti-clubthtit "fit'&»-d6sorljrtlon.p'f e&b fiiat'vAiw 

- £»wv4big to : ihe f Bt 5(tb -si^l^fp-coiibln^ toh:*. fS^S file, 



jisfBft-f^Ujft ^tnak oil ..your j 

;, B Of* ■ 



0ii sana^'tlafe IhfU-'Blrrwt Conk, Wflliam ;T?lo(^-k|||^ffl^|^ ^ 
postal tond-ndl "wotte rttlcifaBA-h'om $Wt«cnstody, -fl-jd^*) law ^tpi'i?mpii^fl^V'toiqwrtlk«lj!' 
I^SMI diibwr-mervpui'a^n't-'tv a tiea oom^latoi fhti^chtirgtad .Oicm-Wltls pe^pi'say to vtolSta 
JtittatoLtivU rlghts'tow^ IR-Vfolattottfflfl* U,B. : C, The* ^mawttb-Mmfitentiy 



mid 14$. j&l&y 



•flnstwlotfd (lv,\in% flttoo1L|K«5:3 talis of:AIbMiaiii;;mdfoMHlir.&tva.r'th^'ffito^ Hlmur Co:o1(-, 1 

Dfffcte .this: DtVJifiS ggM$Mfe&Olft \n®om- tilw'ttfe riiul^WlnL 6f EliSec " 

fator with aocpattsiteifttf tin-'6atfe ia^^&ftyjiirlVW* .3£fo»uflaenWtfoa b'feTJSl's :\Mi 
. .jtflh itjf.ysjvui ■■liiH ii'rt'iny^stifiptlyoawWiatiifl m\ to tbtjilocat 



•tydictyCo flint ifip Judge xalca-lhai^Bafeftf 'Shtotlh.'g. the oyo witness who was ■fheifk&t toi'd'onttfy 





•Stood ^oawe^p^ who nwpatatt | 

._ju»&hittse#W»d rated' ft testify,. ' W!i A> ?thi«. ■ i^i-^ : jhid0^r« : -«Ac<£llUalUiil- o# iStf ■ fiVetdpiiue-^ar -a 
-test! : mjfflny. i* gajdlii^'lhfl. i'ctw'i ]ly "«£ the fffflgltet a. Asfioriiisgbtha Jritil : gwntowy oaiilefnte^iiV 

pint of.H» ^i.p0^etitol-,tftvosr,l:|atio« tetuthedeatSi-'ot yo^^M^pi|w'|^ffliA«yiM-iio 

'nifmviwimm^iy^lk^^m Ehwt UXbto&i^&ijmp 11 Ira, a^bxitiiKtolj 
, SbuitoyH^J'rdiojj du jfohft 9^ t lW '.TEkEBnisamedjIhati" 

rated MUorvMi a 'Admi.ffimikHit¥<jB±t£mf okwaardteg 

^^m^Sm orlMlrmi dvil il&to vlolatiai'is 'wfcfo W^jiJtol afteftsea, 
n ite^yeaf *.taiuttt of ltoiwiti%wht4vf« teMttwaf this dtoifh ctf j?frnr„ 

vftfSWfalltt flftifinto wsw, Ithnso jd?cwrJ>\B:On &dg»p kM^d l^WHS nmJEtyfe 
dWrtft, fttltt^ii!^ 

pr«5twt 'C^xlfrast tend feMMbN -to ft^«wd.i>wafec»tioH' under 'otliw swfttsa; I'.trjtoinw^ 
jeoptwtiy h»3:atWaaci undOjB cmhooUw-retrtod in^lirte-.wiarf-,. Tti.Wi>>/ci^tn?(my..<iiiuiwb,iit tu 



*4« 



W® nagjewf .that wo. cHnri of ba aCtefc^.aMai iuiQ'o 'fm, -Xgiiliv^leaSe A^e^t •6#8ta«>jk 
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"Vftm writing to i'trfowm yotvthn* titt DtaptuWent of-Jwuloo'-ilnd 'tho Federal fcu«Wux>f « 
InveBt k^ ^^l^-fOeMjiitly -toonjamsWI '« iWtew aftltt ctoo^ttosa fftin'ounciJng ill© tjeaiih of 
yOxirOTjppHo^olvlflltMrv-ori Umkli, 1 &6S, Wp rage&l to fcftfitati you that W .ticc Bnatilo t j 
ItoywrwRji' vvith,«t.fefeil »«fmNl kvcfldgutlon-oMlfl inatttr beo»wtho- man veypouMWiJ 
■for tr^^^^(y\ii<^^m^ fleowttfcd. ipJease.awoptmvr glaoei'a oondoltoe&f tin tho bsa of 



Owar fre last 50 ^ech9,"Hii& Civil TOglita DWialon of (ha DepArtmoat •aiJwtfoa'hus toftfc 
! bSfrutaBrtM , in'brihgJfl^j«frfl<» 'tft-ftama-ttf toe HBti&ifti fcwrt tSfotarbtog orvti a£#*s-eto orbnwfc 
To-day, .toe Dlvteiofi wtvHwsfc-ifc we Its resources andt «sxpaitfse to identify lociafe, arid, whift 
■ passible, pi'usj'eouiu tort ieapO£«i.b.fe> fi^cJirmdtting Vfuxiftllj^tnotlvatod wliiaos .committed mom 

In 2006, flio PUT beBaivJto'"Ct)W C'aw).fuitktW— a tfwnpwliwjsiva affofct .to .lt&4\tify 
wifl invi'silj^tfo .j-floiatly-Bioitviiited jmittlets wmmHted decades ago, H'ownx-fl tolit o»4-Mek o'f tto 
"56 JRBI fleld afttoos nctobed Mfc "obld casa files*'' tokto'iuaiy jrtolilonta'Wbtob ralght be ripa to 
.irivo^lptioft, Ju FcbHuuy oflOO'T, the KB! tumowocd tt«5't>a«'t phuao-flflrtft'initltttWoj which 
ivicliulisiapdruwtt'htp whhtb6N«tlottHl Aaao&ifction Ibrlh&Advanct^jttt'Of'Coloi^Pfioifio 
(NAAXJP^too 9t0$ffl&$m^i#XN CmviXm»C), <iud the National UtfaaLNgnoio oastot 
fttt J?Bl ittidefljRfyliig aadlHob4wBB» i fe:ittVesil(j»(}pn fed toroiioH thelfhalp. iq. October 
2(108, tog M I'iJU Unsfdwd -afrit -BS^M Q'irafc tot" C^'hwlt TBI Act") fcepttoefow 
.flying toe Kepattaieot oUlfflaee additMsd b»l*1tj Ji>vost£fee.tb ""vdolaiiona of original dVUl'lgte 
.•jftflttttos. , •, , resuming] {a dealb" that -"owourfed ■ w'l later thau Dtfoambcr 31; iStfSC' 

the MfcVai- review ettac-mikfe-toe death of your Miabaud w be^vU'purexuuit to to Cold 
.Cj£se>.MtlttlJw.Mvd'thoIfeimtttt'rai.ABt( Mas review svaa emufabtcd by FBI Special A^onfeoiid 
OTe5^£jfionofiil' t eold'oaBe w olvil tigbtfipj'baucutof, Wybav<b iiow ciSacJH-(!o(i tbat-revlewtad wish 
to in to y Si* its wfMtt'g fitf ow findings. 




M.pai't of Its tovii-woi' to circwttfs'tnnws of th* death, ol ^'HH^ 
!iftt«rviftw«a fW end a A'lvUUb #«Myyfio was reportedly nfilood fjfbom.ytmi' 

|KH§Gk1 Hait> The PMwoontacM''' 
Bhori*f^»'tt^tBte3 a S^jTefTOBfefe* CoiMy'Cburthtf^ "disj&tb-jscorda, 

AocoltJlng'to otu-^jew, Oh or ubewt Mmb 1 $, 19(55, 4 rtfonbe'ral'cow.f belcmgkgto- ■ 
..J^Hiilt^ ttafasd onto th&Atflswent Mfe psqpwly, On ttferah 15, Mt; Mali avtmMWi 
Iffl^to^Mteto looklrjfiibttfcto-cwB.. BoihMr. MIltociflidMr. Mtllter^jMH 

WJM\ drew a-fiuu^fid dhot film, totally wousdittg him. Ion; , ; |||| > '. : ;;||droyu 



^ffli^H Wrtls ' a **m*ui mm V "who iitnJ: no 



You trteel to Kiportfhb gbbollnt^L 

•tftteiUirf'ln j^lp;ii«j^yct%AVr^ifofCnd, The. tivfliafc \V1 thees Jaton1«wJd by- lh<j I»BI «Im1tnd\ 

ttwrtjd Mp. ri^OT^«reMCTto\Vi4 MV. tt&tl to- mice u mWfflm with him wh 
mittfarnicUo this MTldhell County Jail. 



vrf^l tafc&t to MU sworn. <jjd by you agaiusi Mt. Hall m&Mbn u gawd jitty 

]*ttfl Jmty dodin'od to bmm, AcC6rdto 1 j.fo ita cmkK mBHBSffi 
IjhIso wore put a warrant ft» mwdeiv pri MtW(lli24, t^tfals dny-bcfbriyyoirf 
tlitit\vu:mvnt waspi'esenfod'Ofl.HA W&mytai date as aapeelal pwotttanl'btfbra 



tried 'fjgalli to 




lie M^fld'J'tijy, but vw al^ diamliiaod 
agalmt SSiJBIA on tawy If, im,. 

.A(^ou(oHth«.>'BJ ( i^ried (MIiJjAte sHtomoyff|H|lfitcd l^tofg&bM sjfltfiu 
yoor behalf. Mcftrdlng to the Atisatip -mtaM article), fa Mr, Hal 1 *jj mww to 'Ltko Civil compWIiK 
U wpottedly Ktuttx,! ditttic killed yotiJr^ipS8^f(fa soM4efisnse. MSHHlfewH 
vnsuocc^&lly, to l«tvoihed'ja|)toji'oi-Hoti'glly vtolfe jtuy lists fednivto. TO snii wait 
■torWryrtl a«d, ort%tobfer 12, \m, the jwy ddtored a wdlothmvproFMv, Hall, 

■daaapod, Mi; Ball wld 'fe> witness that3i« had ifatyAft hwban'd w 'e testglt of a -Jfttpw oyer a 
oowi 

lifted op -tow w, 1976", 
'A-ftor tinraAtl wyIbw oftbte Jnddoi\t,.w;iiftVftoflitalpifitl that'll* tiow tftfttjfcj : Cal BiU t 



M Hhrid ha shot-i 
cloaa ftitf bvoatlgaiion. 



T - ' „^r— . . , r-*-.^-. ■ — 1 ' 1 ' ■ — ■ ■ ' 1 ' ' " " ■ ' I 

♦a - j 

We ragmt ftiit w oannot b» g fatfeW wsfeitSna to you. Ag<fo, please 'secpjrt out sfoed'e 

Sincerely, 




i i 



U.S. Department os „ 
Civil R,i|fhts Dlvlaion 



RM;PF:CG 
144-33-2264 



PIS PumytHtthAHrm, MP 



JUM - 1 2011 



Ruston, LA 71270 



Wo tu'o writing to inform you thnt iho Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
mvestigatipn (FBI) recently ooncfuotedjy«y^^ 

your l^K'TJ [ "Jorm WoaloyWUHer, on July 17, 1965. Wo regret to Inform you that we are unable 
to procoed further 'With a federal criminal Investigation of this matter because the applicable flve- 
yenr statute of limitations lias expired and because, oven if not barrod by the statute of 
limitations, there Is insufficient evidence to prove a violation of the relevant federal criminal 
civil rights statutes, beyond a reasonable doubt. Please accept our sincere couxlolencesj 
los8ofyoui pX7)(6) ' 



Over the last 50 years, tho Civil Rights Division of the Deportment of Justice has been 
iuBtiumentat in bri nging just! oe to somo of me nation's most disturbing civil rights em crimes.' 
Today, the Division continues to use Its resources and expertise to Identify, locate, and, whore 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing racially-motivated orlmes committed more 
than -It) years ago. 

In 2006", th6 FBI bognn its "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to Identify 
find Investigate raolfllly-motivated murders oommltted decades ago, Toward thnt end, each of the 
56 FBI Hold offlcos searched their "cold ease flies" to identify Incidents which might bo ripe for 
investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced (ho next phase of the Initiative, which 
includes a partnership with the National Association tbr the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), Iho Southern Poverty taw Center (3PLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
the.FBI hi identifying additional oases for Investigation nud to solicit their help, In October 
2008, the "Fjumolt Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" C'BmmottTill Act") booome law 
giving tho Deportment of Justice additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes . . , tesull[ing] In death" that "occurred not Inter than December 31, 1969," 



Tho federal review conocnjlitR tho deaths of y6ur[]ijj^ J was begun pursuant to Ihe Cold 
Case Initiative nnd the Emmett Till Aot, Tills reviow wns conducted by FBI Special Agents and 
mi experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor. We iwvo now concluded that review and wish 
in Inform you in writing of our findings, 

co; Records Chrono Oomondt T. 05/19/11 
Wcrl-phb-fHll l\homo\ogn!iiondl\Myl'JIcs\Cold cases\Notlflc«tlon 
k-.ttors\Flnnl\I44J3 2264 VYIIder.wpd 
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As part of Its .review of tho ctrourastnacca of tho deatlu o f vour 
int or viewed former Rufrton Police Department (RPD) 



mm 







contacted several Louisiana law enforcement officials, and an Investigator ftom the Southern 
Poverty I, aw Center (SPLC); and conduced searches of the internet gfld jaw o'nforcBment 
databases, AddltioneHy. although, former RPD Patrolman |P"( 7 K°) . . '•■ ' -,l 
klllod your[(Wyr]tlooUriecJ to bo Interviewed by tho FBI, a summary of his account was relayed 
to the FBI through Ids attornoy. 

A occnlfag to o ur review, on J uly 17, 1965, your (SDwoa shot and Idlled lCWKO) ; 1 
[(li")(7)(0) ( According to(5SS§I_IIJHccount aa provided In tmmmary form by his attorney, at 
about 1:00 a.m. on the night of tho shooting, he was on patrol In the Washington Heights area of 
-He saw a-mrmber of-peopto ooiigr^ 



Mod to arrest one of tho people for disturbing the peace, At some point, 
by nn object thrown by someone In the large crowd, 



i struck 



tolerrcre 
imd Mr. Wll 



BwlthRfcTWG) [ arj 



_at about tho same time that ho was struck, Mr, Wjkierstnrtcdjo __ — ■ 

ith|(b Fj((£;)~ [arrest of fob individ ual who was distur b lrn 1llf i pWWfr jaBESS l 

n,i!s^..r.in "tnufyln phjfTltQ'^ . . ^ vuutUUHV his sltotMun out of hia car but a 

AsIWpTjoTcd to place Mr. Wider into tils oar, Mr. Wilder 



grabbed blm by the throat, [(b 
with toa service pistol. 



in turn, grabbed Mr. Wilder by the throat and shot Mm 



"nap? 



3 



were on 



According toPff?( Q ) ' 1 account, RPP(^ y ijff 
duly on foenlghj of the shooting. The FBI did not l'ocnto T(Dl7l(P> I fo2008, but It did 
Intervlow tCTfl 5 ) I who did not recall being on duty but stated dm#)(7)(C) ^mld him Ibnt 
ho had to fire Eve times and Unit lie wus bothered by the shooting, Similarly, former RPDjWKC) 
1(b)(7)(C)" l wlto was working for tho RPD at tho Hmo of the shooting, opined that [fb)(7)(<3) " 
liad not wanted to shoot Mr, Wilder, . ' ■ ^ 

Accordi ng to ft July 1 9, 1965 Ruston Daily Header article, a looal (iorou or'a Inq uest 
determined that |(W)(C) jhad shot Mr. Wilder In self-dofenso. Lincoln Parisfi [(b)C7?(Oi . 1 



f(5K7)(C) " jvyas quotod hi the article aa saying that he hod questioned unidentified officers and 



three AftlomvAirwricnn wltucssos in reaching his conclusion, 'ihe shooting tockplace whilo the 
IMfTXCTluid Mr. Wilder wero in close physical contaot and, according to the #)(7K0 J Mr, 
Wikbr had a hand oii|pF 



iZl nwJc ' 



AJtcL* carofoi review of thin incident, we have concluded that , tho federal government 
cannot uow bring a prosecution against the officer who killed your |(b)(7)( : \ p r for (o 3994, Fudeml 
criminal civil rights violations were not capital offenses, Ihoreby subjecting them to a flye-year 
statute of limitations. In 1 994, some of theso civil rights Ktatutcs were amended to provide the 
death penalty for violations resulting in death, tlv^ruby otlminating tho statute of imitations, 
However, Hie Rx Post Facto Clause prohibits tho retroactive application of the 1994 increase In 
penalties and tho resultant ohnnga in the statute of limitations to die detriment of criminal 



- J - 



(hat wo cannot 
issofyour. 




rasalstancetoyDn, 



to 



our 




U.S. Department of Justice 

Civil Rights Division 



MJKtFMFiSWrto 



Criminal Sooihn-l'HD ■ 
MO MmNww /»'ff 
ifwthiiixmDO 2os$(i 



APR M 2011 



WW 



East Chicago, IN 46312 



We are writing to Inform you thai the Department of Juatloo and the Federal Bwcau of 
Investigation (FBI) recently conducted a review of He circumstanc es butt o uudlng t he death of 
Jonathan Myriefc BttdelB on August ?,O t 196S. DuHiig this lnoidompK?j(c) jshot and 
serloxtely. injured. We regret to inform you that wo are unable to procoet] "ft.ifthcar with a federal 
criminal Investigation of this mate because tho person who Is" responsible for your Injury arid i'or 
Mr- Dtflil^lH'a death, HwwttnS Coleman, is deceased. In addition, the 'live-year statute of . 
limitations that wtul In ofibot at the time, of tho shooting has oxpirel 

Over tho last 50 years, the CM! Rights Division of the Department of Justice hew been 
Instrumental In bringing justice to soma of the nation's most dJfittttfW&B civil rlghtff era oartmos, 
Today, tho Division ornithines to use its resources and expertise to identify, locate, and, wbw 
possible, prosecute those responsible for wxmmittlngtHOiaUy-motlvnted crimes committed more 
than 40 yutirs ajp. 

Cli 20(16, the FBI begun 113 "Cold Case IntUntivo" — a comprehensive effort to Idcutliy 
and Investigate moially-motlviitcd murders committed decades ago, Tuwnvd that end, each of die 
56" Flit field offices searched their "cold ease files" Co identify Irwidonta which might bo ripe ibr 
in vestige, lion, In February 2007, the KB! unnonnced the next phase of the initiative, whioh 
includes! a partnership with tho National Association fov tho Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACF), tho Southern Poverty Uw Center (SPLC), and tho National Urban League to assist 
the FBI in idDqtifymg addillonfil cases 'for Investigation and to solicit thelc help, In October 
2008, tho "Emmet* Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crlmo Act" O'Emmett Till Act") became law 
giving tho Department of Justice additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal olvll rirjhta 
statutes , , . rosult[lng].in death that ''occurred not later than December 31, 

Tho federal review concerning Mt\ Dauiels's death -was begun pursuant to the Cold Caffo 
Initiative and tlic Bmmotl Till Act, This review Was conducted by FBI Spoolal Agents and an 
expcdoitqod "eatd ease" civil rights prosecutor. As part oi'lts review of WW clrovimstanoes of 
Mr. Daniels's death, tip FBI researched and reviewed media articles ftoin 1 965 and obtained the 
1 965 FBI file, Unfortunately, tho local hives ttgativo records woro destroyed to a fire tit tho 
building to which they were hou sod', 



« 2 - 

According to our review, on August 20, 1965, you find Mr. Daniels were released from 
tho jail In Haynevllle, Alabama whore you had boon detained fol lowing a voting rights 
demonstration i n Fort Deport, Alabama, An . you at tempted to .ente r a nearby store along with 
|Wj(PJ ■' • " b lsed a shotgun In the 

direction of one of the women. Mr. Dnalels pushed 1he woman aside, Coleman fired a shot, 

' id abdomen at olow range, Coleman then flwxl tx 
y, wounding, you 3n the baok. 

Deputy Coleman was tried for manslaughter ttt the (state levol In 1 9f>5 and acquitted 
■following- a Jury 'trial, during which tlio defense argued that ColemarA shot Mi'. Danlohi Mid you in 
solf-dflfense ciftor seeing that Mr, Daniels and you wore turned with a Mfe and I gun, A Button 
of death records revealed that Coleman died In {Wt\ following an illness, 

After onrofiil review of this incident, we have concluded that the now-dewatsed Thomas 
Coleman aeterf. (done when he shot you and Mr, Daniel*. Additionally, the five-year statute of 
limltfidona Hint wtw in -effect at (he time of Mr-. Daniels's death hitu expired, Therefore, we have 
no ohdoe but to oloao our hrvGsdgution. 

Our ltiyg stlsaUou r evealed Chat Mr, DiUflels'ti parents are deceased and that ho had .a 
r^7)<cT"~ V iir , . .1 If you have contact information for [ft . ..." H gt any other 
relatives of J onathan lOanNs, we at-k that you provide It to ub at the address sot forth above so we 
win notify them of the federal review of tils render, ' 

We Eftgmt that wo onnnot be of further assistant to you, Please accept our sincere 
ooridulenoea on the less of your friend, 



Paige M, Fitzgerald ■ 
Deputy Chief in Churgo of the Cold Case mlttnttve 




Civil Righ^DMdtm 




m-tim 



We am writing 'to infoim you ihat'thp Pepai-toont o'i' Justice *tod-thi> luteal Bwtxrti at 
•invosiigafitfft (FB5p ttoceiitty woni.ltioted aiwiew of ia<* •oitcumataneefl Bu&wttidtti'g tha dsath. of 
-y^lWHfi Ar&ur J<u»wHU, onAflguaDOU&jS, ."Wo rogrftHo hVJbfrn you £tatVtt*& 
timtbte to WSQWwd Jtotfiw with a £bdbml «rtr^teH< fovoKtfgaifem ofthle jtiaWw texwia&lhis patwav 
ttapoMflUofinr Sill's doath, ftsafl&fX** Gratm, is ftoasikl, Plcfta& afctejii ow steam 



£)v« JJto last 'SO-yfltsrs, the Civil Kiglits Division Of tlw ftepftt'tHiGA't ftiftlft liMbftea 
ksMiiiDSntil ! i* \>i\j\<0m jwrtiite 'fa gtttm we < th0ia»fioM , .» mow topftift^ rights m crimes;, 
"ibday, tho I>lvfrd<m continuui to uso Ha Tea Wcos ffltd axjJeitlfla to UktotHy* J otj&to, wb4, whcs» 
jtoS&iblo., pfMootite those «s|>onsifctio fttf'owwftlftliig raoj^lyimptMed wloifia wmrntttedimora 
thtro # yms ago, 



In 200i5».'Mm FBI bcgiui Its "CotS-'Caisi InUfntlvo" — • a. pomitfetalvd efiojit to identify 
jcuid 'JliwftlgaJO wUUy-motivtitacImurdcM Mrdtiiftted ide'cadtfB v$.h- TdMrtl Aftt arid, Wtdli i&itiw 
56 H5I fl'tiicl ofilo'^ewohtfti their "ocld titiae.jfiW to identify hwidcote wbfalwnJgto krlpfl'ibt 
.iavcjBtlgatltm. 

jftb'huteN ajJartiTOrsbip with tJieMftondAswoointion for'lh&AdvimcwtriWit ofiGotoitiUP&pIo 
(MAACF),iiaSou , iJi<itii.I i ovef(yi.nw Ctmtor (SPLG), mid p& Hfltlotwi Urban LcHguo to imkt 
the FBUn i^ntilying.-ad-'dltional oasoa for i'jivc'stl'jjftitlcfji and "to Holidt'thoirTid[p. lu October 
2008, 'die "Erotttofc Till OterblVJadCML Klghte'Gttoia Act" ("Ewnott tiii' Aof ') became few 
ftivirig the beptutmerrtof Juried (iddiriotiiil LooIh Id te#eatt$Ub "violations of criminal dvH righto 
atefcrfW ■ , Msiult£feigi lti-ite«Ui" ta*toaonfrd 'not la'tar ihwiDeowyibof 31» 

Tbtrfwtei .review conooruboyMr. F0"'s ctoufa wa3 l*gun pursuant 'to iSw Cold Coso 
MtiatlVcand thatom&tt Till Act. ;Thlsr wvl'eW VKw wduoted by FBTSpwtol Agtfritamdmi 
e>ipta-iCJji!JCd'Vld GAW rt elyll rights presenter. "We h*LvOrJoW$o"nolt " 
Ifcfttfift you ijvwrtttnfi of aw itadkgs. 



Ciupiip 




As jartofifi review of the ■olwwrotaflOM of Mt.Hfi's fa^M$MUmlW$&ym 
'EdsewhodMd^evi&W Ctocff/ County &torgm'iMQ\i}a\$\MUs# Mr. tSicouV 
tafflcifctottttod ven&rt'fertttf ooadnctofl. soamh^s-c^ wrtouis "logical ^^feffitf ' fi ^ tfeB ^ 





famAkag id oto a l evj*w, Mfc <&W» fihot afld MM 'Mr, Mil anMipt unci j 

fittiDPOd at k;qp , statiGH h Villa Rl&v. Ajtor'lMfHpLW'pefi p3, hound mi.' 
animdd •WWtt Wttobttpn to tu'gtte itfic) Txgh^. Wlwn a wood wmtUfed 'vvHifciMaii 
4ipproaoW^BBBtofe^ll Jritwvaved. ft was tisn'thatMr, Owfwt, tol eiriployuo of '4c pup 
jsttt£lon> iftppto^W^^§|'Hrlrigliifi:pWtol. As Mi\.Hill :yfoa Retting bkek into the Mt\ 

aho*pitHj,1mtl& Bill wits d«»no»wfl.by i&e times he mhMi 

tifc, Qrtjm wi todteted on a tibarpy dflmflAslaughtt* fof kilt'tog Mr. Hill and- on a^iarfea 
(iJl{7X^,^,...^._fMti!,U1r*itKini^t to^mm'dffin-ff^ekeioUttglwAccordlagto an October 14, 1.SM5 wUclalntifc 
Get/rot} ^ ^ ^^M i tk^fii^tf ff Sf, VK'S.l?oeSjiJj«d- of*Il ohargoa. According to the wtlolo, two 
wtefflcii:^^ that fey y/m (topped -n't a- red light 

whcii a'ttaf tft^itpfcd by 'fivu ftfrlc%Apw! etui -jwcai -Mdw©w«j stopped foftofiUf 'th&i? and 

PPSffl^ Cttcai -f&n<i wett the 0ife'«8wl.KaS swaoK wWb; tho.twa &tm#s|fc]iHin.to aiiguo, Mr. 
ttason iWtoW cwyona to taitvo;jgf^^ ditlwl. 
Atfoatcllng to tho 'articlo/MB. GiraeivgavC an unsworn pt»t«mftDt Jn wblchha ucoWd Ibiit'Mti Hill 
tciftiscdto loiwo, and "called htm till MijhtftfMttM Ux .{ira irticwuod w>Kicft. M *Mt. 'Grewiis'tutod 
fttrt&wr that Mr. .Hill than 'reached to'thft £lbt}ibOM'cl uftrf« car find Mi\ Greasa saw Khebutt of a, 
weapon. At that point, Ste. ttroen yellad'Bt'Mr, 3:HXt, *dant do thut" Mi\ '<3»etoi elalTriod tii^Mr, 
jfiflttipltod, ."^migtrfng to Mow your guts out, yovi ... SOB/' WhtoHq)onMt.tfi»isn ffoeiJ-Uto piitol 
nine tloiBtf, Wiling Mr, Hlll-kud Wfl- 



Wtt, &een died on JmnnbyS, VS7.3, 

Aiftw oareiljl ro*J cw of thijf Inohletit, wo iswcf concluded tbaltho now dwepsed Mr, Own 
iM Alowe-Wlifcn hc flhOt tiniUdlklMr, ftlllnrtd s'hot mid wound e4 fi" ~ 
no Choice but to' close 'ow tovesti«fttltm. 





U.S. ti'qpnnlmlsm J^isufao 



— ■ . r„ . 



'tiibitiiKi'i>Snam\:..t i m 




Dtar Messes, 



^(«!»«%fUn8'to Mbl^^illM thrI3^iftryn«rt? .oGJitortldfc J&wa'wi of 

to intern writing 6tm Mim 



ft ,A.uaordrag ta vylmeas.-BoeoviiMs, Mr,JSfipktM fltwbywd told tho.nMttolewCi. Mr. 
mym WmwmA mm MtAMmmM to Al^id^ei-e putHtig^* feshtor^ in 
W oSh Wt;.Haync8 tinted a sfroVgwu otflh* wiriitew«>-f-h,1a viElob ai*d th^ln-fiiXuid,- striking 



bwfttJtariojw* mown stei ^^•©^•"D^ov^ntPlJw^bw bjaa 

UfttrilfltaftH hi TifiDfeI^j;os3looio -some, ofth* nttta>ttj^-cftj|tt^ oMlr^tewflw* 
Tofayi the DtvtrfeA'CotjUiHiftRtb use ib.rofeoi« , i!e8 Kind #sqpi^^to%ew^i, jtopji^,i«(tifiVwlip8W 




Uw'FST l»i^ii^»gWtIWoii|il o(^8;!tei!'J^!^pi6tj '<md.Hu solicit Mrhelp, te-Qcmbtt 



2toS> to WtowrfflttfeMflrt Civil WgE^ttinw. Atf* fclfcrJtwtt Till -Atfl fcfteftW* Kw 
'StaWWs , , .,w»6titt[ta$ ift-ctonltl'tB* oeit-uf.i^d-ftof laiw'.&art teei.Ti'b'ef 31-, 1 gfifc" 



A. 



■l^attatihtimh PBMtemp^ mmk &wmU%$M W$ ta«f«$ptoi hivM mate 
jftttev wfiflifijl ic'otirfictoloit, wsl>av« •wufttuBwlitliMtt tWfl'j»att«f:D[a?8 wt<M#^i| 

1 -m mm&hmimKvffl" 




U.S. Department os ./uitlcc 
Civil Rights Division 



RM;PF:CQ 
144-41-3573 



Crbnbal Sietlon • PifB 

910 Ptimtylwnlt /Iwnw, HW 



Brandon, MS 39042 



Dear 



Wa are writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
Inve stigatio n (FBI) recently conducted a review of the circumstances surrounding the death of 
yourf^^Robjyt^^ 

year statute of limitations has expired and because, oven if not barred by the statute of 



limitations, there is insufficient evidence to prove a violation of the relevant federal criminal 
civil rights statutes, bey ond a reasonable doubt, Please accept our sincere condolences on the 
loss of yourf - 




> Department of Justice has been 
icutal in bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights era crimes. 
Today, the Division continues to use its resources and expertise to Identify, locate, and, where 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing raciully-motiYated crimes committed more 
than 40 years- ago. 

In 2006, the FBI began ila "Cold Case Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identify 
and Investigate racially-motivated murders committed decades ago. Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI field offices searched their "cold case files" to Identify incidents which might be ripe for 
investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
includes a partnership with the National Association for Ihe Advancement of Colored People . 
(NAACr), the Southern Poverty Law Canter (SPLC), nnd the National Urban Uague to assist 
the FBI In Identifying additional cases for Investigation and to solicit their help, Tn October 
2008, the "F-mmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Binmetl Till Act") became law 
giving the Department of Justice Additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes . . , resulting] in death" that "occurred not Inter than December 31,1 969," 



"i'he federal review concerning; lire deaths of your|(c) 



was begun pursuant to the Cold 

Case Initiative and the Kmmett Till Act. This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and 
an experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor. We linvo now concluded that review and wish 
to Inform you In writing of our findings. 



cc: Records Chrono Oomondl T, 05/24/1 1 

Wcrt-rmb-fsO l\hox.e\cgamr.»di\MyFilas\Cold cases'iNutificaiJon 
lctHjw\Final\144j»J573_McNnlr.wpd 
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2- 



(b)(7)(C) 



As part of its review of the circums tances of the deaths of your 



rind several ot her witnesses, inc luding your' (b)(7)(C) 

mm ■ 



pertaining to 

(NARA); coATHcWyouWl^)^T 



MO 






the FBI 





from the N ational Archives and Records Administration 



3as well ns numerous Mississippi law 



enforcement officials; conducted searches of tow enforcement databases, the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History (MD AH), the Brandon library, the mtemct, the University 
of Southern Mississippi library records, and records uf the SFLC; sent tollers to both tho SPLC 
and the NAACP requesting in formation; and solicited information about the case via a press 
release that was published in local newspapers and aired on local radio tind television stations. 
. Tha E&lju^o^&ughLMamafiOft raGialty-motiVfttedrhoraicWes-trurih^ 
_rheLiete*flnsj>Uht Mississippi 



2010. 



According to out review , on Novem ber 6, 1965, yourRc) Jwho was then 26 years old , 



wna shot and killed byl^KOtcj 



in Palahatchle, Mississippi. RbX7)(C) 
was interviewed by the FBI in M ay 2Q Q9 and sta ted (hat t lia shnnij ^ ^^ rnirrad VilvTii In Mil fl Ir7 
serve a warrant fij^d, by[jj?jtfll^^ Tjiji UilM UcgiecT, KW^( C ) „ ;, -i'''*H olirimgd that he 

air 6ul3idc a ''juke joint" [the club) artel that Mr. McNatr initially ran from hira. 




through a I 
lunged at him, wb 



claimed further that when he caught Mr. McNair and was escorting hlra 
Mr, McNair pulled out a knife, threatened hira, and then 
', McNair once In sclf-dcfouse. 




_Jand a newspap er article, Mnha tchie Town Marshal 
;lcy and NtfjJit Marshal Pat Wade went with|(bj(7_)(C) - ,. ■ ] to serve the' 
warrant, but the FBI determined ihrttTowh Marshal Stinglcy and Night Marshal Wade are now 
deceased. 



|Ajj^ C ^ ,„ J old the F1U that there were uo eyewitnesses to the shooting itself 

The FBI located ti civillruj witness who stated that a man named Fred White wbb with Mr. 
McNair tit tho time of the shooting, howeve r, Fred White is decea sed. Another civilian witness 
told the FBI th at he was at the club and saw j(b)(7)(C) jlcanftont Mr. McNair and then 

run after him; 1(b)(7)(C) . [ was rsportedly holding a hand in i 

The second civilian witness then heard two gunshots. Like the first 



a front, pocket as he can, 
in Witness, the second 



witness also mentione d Fred White and sai d that Mr. White told people at the lime that ho had 
heard Mr, McNair tell Wj^WT 



nut to shoot him. 



1(b)(7)(C) 



charges, Moreover, [Q ffiTXC) 



to Idyllic FBI that he was charged, tried, and acquitted of murder 
2 stated [hat the FBI investigated tho shooting hi 1965 



and that he was lnrer\riewod by die FBI at tho time. However, fee FBI was not able to locate imy 
records or article* referencing tho trial Further, although the FBI reirwved 1 964 FBI records 




I 



i 
l 



^gfgto»du« r""'" . 1 those records did not pertain to an investigation of your 

T^T^j ghooting. The 1964 records stated thai n confidential informant had reported that 
""may have been a momber of the Ku Klux Klan. 



After careful review of this Incident, we have concluded that the fed eral government 
cannot now bring a prosecution against the- officer who killed your [frK 7 ) j prior to 1 994, federal 
criminal civil rights violations were not capital offenses, thereby subjecting thorn to a five-year 
statute of limitations. In 1994, some of these civil rights statutes Were amended to provide the 
death penalty for violations resulting in death, thereby eliminating the statute of limitations. 
However, the Ex Post Facto Clause prohibits the retroactive application of the 1994 Increase in 
penalties and the resultant change in the statute of limitations to the detriment of criminal 
defendants. While the Civil Rights Division has used non-civil rights statutes to overcome the 
atatuto-of HmftartoPJ- c ha lte ng a in C ttt a fo caa wrWeM a-tho se -oeeurrltig' on federah 1 and and™ — 

^caserdo-RoHrad-ttamselvw 



- k-tdimping-resuiting^n dealhythe-facts of-yonr 
under other statutes, 




We regret that we cannot be of further assistance to you. Again, please accept ou 
condolences for the loss of yourlf™ 



Sincerely, 



Paige M. Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief in Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 
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ffl.AA&vy-M $mh^$<>wm-l&yt, CeriUa -and ttfc Mtomtf 0|fb»a tagite to qbsM. 

•the I'.Bi' h 'hiwntt$ta& atWitfoual awes -fist iiiVij&iipW^Tid'W soiled -tHalr help, la ObJuT^ 
2M, ;6p :n Bftfl«att-tai; Ifo*aved KM1 WgftflrC&w ffflmftTUl Xof) bwweto 

[nJufuLvQ>m4 ttolirtuittfU .HUt Mk iThkrevtew sww.wndutted by KBtSjwsttftl ty<sm mid ton 
eT?f?eii«tticij,d "fipU: ciEipe? 1 civil ^ ( yii W WB ^ iflSpiftt of Jte^Witew tirtlte'4js^dUttig^ : of 
mk Vaqpft (twtt»1b» WSb^mm^Bi reviewed: media mMte. ftowi- t#SS dbuf1ficsd'ih& ill 
o£th*AUtyBna Dc^irtmcnt. ofPu>ttv l^ii^flMhsMG* 104*1 faVas%t(t«»; 

mnrdei!; *tt«bfidMMni ftMfattvf Akbrnrac <le# records. 
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4cTOr#^ , to.^^rTvvlm».'on.Jaiujflp' X $fjft Kfafoh m$m\H t$fc«fo«Ml fltap&iflt' 

'ton tto-tt>\V«r4»ii.«-ifl<!y, , ttl ^l^tfm* 'Sevres* fiivd Kit him nsgnfri, sfrflcjng film !j^1i>.Rhs«, 

'tiKWhittttJUa dciifti^i/^amtt jvuy.i^n^^vef^bt'or'iitjf pllty," .Anarch of-di^ft petards' 
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U.S, Dopwtmcut \>* iuffttco 

Civil Righto Division 



RM:PF;CO 
144.40-2149 



CrlrnhmlSKthn-PHa' 



mm 



MAY Z 7 2011 



Karma City, MO 64128 



Wo are writing to Inform you that tlio Department of Ju^lco and tho Federal Bureau of 

. JrivestlgatioTi.(t03T}.rcccntly-ooiid'jcted ft tovlcw-of mexirciimstauees.HUirotmding-lhc death of — 

(b)(7)(C) yourf^- l Adloaa Hamlett, on January 1 1, 1966. We regret to Inform you that wo are Wflble 
to proceed further with, a federal criminal Investigation of this matter because there Is Insufficient 
ovidenoo to Indicate that ft racia lly motivated h omicide occurred. Please accept our sincere 
condolences on tho loaa of your | (b)(7)(C) ^] 



Over the last 



_epiutment of Justice hna been 
u.iiontBl In bringing justice to some of the notion's most disturbing civil righto era crimes, 
Today, the Division continues to use Its resources 'and expertise to klonlify, locate, tmd, whoro 
possible, prosecute (hose responsible for committing moblly-motlvated crimes committed mow 
than 40 years ago. 

to 2006, the FBI began lis "Cold Caw Initiative" — a comprehensive effort to identity 
and investigate raciaUy-motl vutod murdors committed decades ngo. Toward that end, each of the 
56 FBI hold offices searched their "cold caso files" to identify Incidents which might bo ripe tbr 
Lnvostigutlon, In Fcbruuiy of 2Q07, the FBI announced (he next phase of lha initiative, which 
includes a partnership with (ho National Association tbr the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), tho Southern, Poverty Law Coiiter (3PLC), and tho National Urban League to assist 
(he FBI in identifying additional onscs for Investigation and to solicit their help, In October 
2008, tiro "HmmoltTitl Unsolved CMl Righto Crime Act" ("EmmettTlU Act") became law. 
giving the Department ol'JusUco additional tools to Investigate "violations of criminal civil fights 
statutes . , , resulting) In death" thivt "occurred not later than December 31, 1969," 



_jdoath was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 



The federal rovbw concerning your 
hutlalivo and the Bmmelt Till Act, 'Ibis review was conducted by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform you in wiling of our findings, 



co; Records Chrono T. 05/1R/I1 

Wcrt-phb-fsO 1 Mio!nc\cgamondi\MyPile3\Cold cases\NotlflcAtlon 
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(b)(7)(C) 



This matter was originally referred from thoNAACP, In the form of an April 2007, article 
titled "Still Burning," published in tho British newspaper The Guardian, According to tho 
article, on January 1 1 , 1966, a car occupied by a group of voting-rights advocates crashed on a 
rof*d near Sidon, Mississippi, Yourl"-;' 1 and her friend, Blrdia Keglar, died In the cr ash, TTio 
driver of the car, Grafton Gray; and the o liter two passengers, Jessie Jaraca Brewer and [f^ 
M{7)[PK]wero inured but survived, The accident occurred when tho oar occupied by your 
[(bjppind Ma, Keglar was struck by another car, driven by Brown Bruce, Jr,: Mr,Bn;oealao 



su^Ivid tho accident. According to the Guardian article, one of Ms, Keglar' s 
~| questioned Whether tho crash was accidental, 

|W(7 



As part of its review of tho ciiourastances of your l.- j death tho FBI interview(xlp)t7")'(c] 



RBX7)(0) t - | who was in tboe rrr with yourg^jjon t ho day of her death; Ms, paUoy t |(b)g)(ffl},-v 



M^KcBlOT'B[2ClTOdTW^f"M^Ke^lnr , B^( 



■Additionftnyrthe^ 



Ini received three doouments, Including the accident wport, a»m|-^| tho FBI also contacted . .. iW)ip) 



various Mississippi law enforcement and government officials; conducted searches of the records 
of tho FBI, the SPLC, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH), tho 
University of Momphls Library, tho Greenwood Commonwealth newspaper at the Leflore County 
Library, the Clarion Ledger newspopor, Qi a Bolivar ( 

^niilhrrfl^TLinlinlppl Htmtn I llm ttBBW rnrrrfnynnt rrfnmnrn and media nrtLolca; imd sent 

: to tho SPLC and the NAACP requesting Information, ■ ■ . 



Acco rding to our re view, on January 1 1, 1966, your m Ms, Keglar, Mr. OTay . Mr. 
Brewer, and JMutty , ] tmvelcd to, Jackson, Mississippi. According to Wp f p}' l and fe(7) 
'^H 7 j yov r j (h)(7)('c[ [ trip was a secret one and unknown parties may have found out about § 
who should not have! According to l(bX7)(C) ~~] the purpose of the trip was to view a film ' 
produced by the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (USCCR), As you know, your mother, Ms, 
Keglar, and Mr, Brewer testified before the USCOVb in its February 1965 "Hcarrnga on Denial 
of Equal Protection of (ho Laws In Mississippi,'* that took place In Jackson, Tho film depicted 
parts of tho testimony, Additloiialjy, one oftho letters you provided to the PBT was a letter from 
tho USCCR to your j^W"^ inviting her to view a first showing of the film on January 1 i , 1966, 

According to [(WMCfT 



on tho return trip from Jackson, Mr, Gray was.drhing and 

and Mr. Drawer woro 



your [(bFrituid Ms. Keglar we.ro sltUng In the 'front soul; ^ MW) 

HleqpiSngTirih<) back sonts, Tho car was on Highway 49B, somewhere between Sldon nnd Crugef, 
whon It was struck by a drunk driver (Mr, Bnice). The Impa ct caused the hood of oar to break 
move through die windshield, fatally Injuring yowQ ^\]and Ms, Keglar, I {£)(?)(! 
that he and Mr, Brueo were transported via ambulance to a hospital In nearby 



WW 



Greenwood, Mississippi, whllo a heare*e transported Mr, Gray and Mr. Brewer to the same 
hospital. 



On March .1,2007, 



mmsr 



Orleans, recorded fin Interviow witJithg 
accident sccno to retrieve your jWiP 



atTulnne University in New 
.uoeral home employee, who reportedly" responded to the 
md Ms. Kcglai's bodies, | (b)(7)(C) ~ ~jasked tho 



(b)(7)(C) 



.3- 

ftmer^jvomo employee w bother ho re eallBd_Ma, Koglfll.. 



■ 



(b)(7)(C) 




i Highway Patrol (MHP) accident roporj^] provided to the 
FBI, the oars involved In the crash were traveling In opposite directions and impaoted head-on. 
The driver of the olhor car, Mr, Draco, was charged with driving on the wrong side of the road. 
The report dooa not Indicate whether or not Mr. Brace WM drunk, however it does indicate that 
the roud at the nooidunt flito rind time was straight, love}, and dry, and that It was dark but neither 
driver's vision wna obstructed. 



(b)(7)(C) 



Jwhlle Mr, Gray, her great un cle, was In the hoapital ho was the 




ie FBI determined that Mr. Gray died on Decem ber 21, 1990, Mr, Brewer died Oft July 
19, 1998, and Mr.Drucodiod on Aug ust 2B, 1996. Th ua,j(bW(C) jla tho lone living survivor 
of the accident. RbjjTj^^quosdoflal^^ST JacooiuitTf'ihe'SoidBnt', howovor, and 
continues to believe thafthcro 13 rdeviuTt informatTon missing, Dlt iauitoly, the fede ral 
Investigation htia failed to uncover sufficient evidence to cDntrudktKWXC) icooimt or to 
Identify any suspects. ' L — 



After coi'efiil rovfcwof thla incident, we have concluded that there Is hisufltclcnt evidence 
to establish that your |(bj(7)(C | death constitutes a nwlally motivated homicide and, therefore, it is 
not covered by (he Eminctt Till Act and, therefore, we have no choice but to olose our 
investigation. 

Wo regret that wo otuuiu t be of further 
condolences for the loss of your 



Slncorcly, 



Paige M. Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief In Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 




U,S. Department o* Justice 
Civil Righto Division 



RM'.PFsCO 
144-40-2149 



Criminal Stctlae- PUB 

950 Ptimr/kaAla Aytmu, NW 



MAY 2^7 2011 



.Charleston, MS 38921 

DeMpWCI;;. | 

We ore writing to inform you that the Department of Justice and the Federal Bureau of 
Jnyesu>tlon(EBlfrreconUy-Conduutofo 



(b)(7)(C) , your |.-^ 1 Blrditi Kcglar, on January 11, 1966, We regret to inform you that we mo unable- to 
proceed further with a federal criminal investigation of this matter because there is insufficient 
evidence to indicate that a racially motivated homicide occurred, 



condolences on the loss of your 




Over 'nafi fif) V" 'i |T| " nl "'H 1 '" 1 RvTgoB nfr the Deportment of Justice has been 
l bringing justice to some of the nation's most disturbing civil rights era crimes, 
Today, the Division continues to uso its resources and expertise to identify, locate, and, where- 

thun 40 years ago*. 

la 2006, the 103 f began Its "Cold Case Initiative"— a comprchoiwivo effort to identify 
and investigate rsci ally-motivated minders oommittod decades ago. Toward that end, ofioh of the 
56 FBI field offices searched their "oold case files" to identify incidents which might ba ripe tor 
investigation. In February of 2007, the FBI announced the next phase of the initiative, which 
Include*' (l partnership with the 'National Association for tho Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban League to assist 
the FBI In identifying additional cases for' investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
2008, the "Rnimott Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("FmmcltTlll Act") became law , 
givbg the Department of Justice additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
statutes . .. resulting] In death" that "occurred not luter thun December M, I'JnO," 



'Hie federal review concerning your V j death won begun pursuant to the Cold Cruse 
Initiative and the Eminett Till Act, This review was conducted' by FBI Special Agents and an 
experienced "cold case" civil rights prosecutor, Wo have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform you in writing of our findings. 
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(b)(7)(C) 
(b)(7)(C) 



(b)(7)(C) 



Thla matter wus originally referred from the NAACP, in the form of an April 2Q07, artiole 
tttled "Still Burning," published In the'Brltish newspaper The Guardian, According to the 
article, on January U, 1966, a oarowupjodby agronp of voting-rights advooatea crashed on a 
road.near Sidon, Mississippi, Your bz_J and hec friend, Adlenn Hamlett, died In the crash, 
Tho driver of tho c or, Grafton Gray; and the other two passengers, Jessie James Brewer and 
"$Y . „.. ~] Won> Injured but survive A The accident occurred when the car occupied by 
and Ms, Hnmlert was y truck by another car, driven by Brown BruQe, Jr,; Mr. Bruc e 
the accident, According to the Guardian article, one of your ™* 
'questioned whether the crash was accidental. 





ts review of the circumstanocfl of your 



.leath theFBI interviewed 



who waa In the car with yo ur [^Tj on the day of her death; Rb)(7)(Q)"h and 
""^pHBfinallvr thrTPBrT^lvedthT^do^nrntSflts; - " 



Aa 

you; Efc 
-one-of^our,^ 

including the Occident report, flx>m| y MO~ Ms, Hamled'a llBMcTl The FBI also 
contacted various Mississippi law enforcement and government ofllolals; conducted searches of 
the records of thoPDI, tho SPLC, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH), 
the University of Memphis Library, the Greenwood Commonwealth newspaper at theLofloro 
County Library, the Clarion Ledger newff^ 

for relevant references and media 
and sent letters to the SPLC and the NAACP requesting Information. 



w 



Ms.Homlett.Mr. 



Gmy,Mr, 



According to our review, on January 11, 1966, your 
Brewer, and |(b7(7ffij~ 



Jtmveled to Jaokson, Mississippi. According to|~^] 
your((bj(7Xcr[trip wan a secret one an d unknown parties may have found out about it who should 
not have. According to 1 tb X7 )'f$: ' H the purpose oflhe trip was to view a film produced by the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (USCCR), As you know, yourj ^ :: |Ms, HoraleU, and Mr r - 
Brewer testified before tho USCCR's In lis February 1965 "Hearings on Denial of Equal 
Protection of tho Laws in Mis sissippi," thut took place in Jackson, The film depicted parts of flie 
testimony. KbXfflQ), 
USCCR to her 



(b)(7)(C) 



(b)(7)(C) 



(bW 

B 



Ms, Hamlett's[M7l(cnprovided to tho FBI a letter ftora tho 
mvfBrig her to view a first showing of tho film on Janmvry 1 L, 1966. 



According to PrW 



your[(b)< 



on the return trip from Jackson, Mr. Gray driving and 
and Ms,' Homlett were sitting in tho front seat; l(b)(7M, l and Mr, Brewer wore 
.slewpntgTnme back seats, Thtnuir was on Highway 49E, somewhere between Sldon and Cruger, 
when it was struck by a drunk driver (Mr, Bruco), The impact caused the hood of the car to 
break loo so and move through the windshield, fatally Injuring yomf foX 7 ) ] and Ms. Hamlctt. j'(b?(7)(C] 
$){f )$]^ [ stated IhoQand Mr.Bruco wore transported via ambulance to a hospital In nearby 



Greenwood, Mississippi, while a liearse transported Mr. Gray and Mr. Brewer to the same 
hospital, 



On March 3, 2007, 



mm 



Oilcans, recorded m iuturview wiiV^Huncral homo employee, who re 
aeoldoot scone to rctrievo your (WJlCT 



atTulono University In New 
irtcdly res ponded to die 



o repor 

and Ms. Mamlett's bodies. Wn§ 



sked tho 



■amoral hP.mg e mployee whether ho recalled your 



iCJ 



(b)(7)(C) 



j — , — ' 



•■ ■■ / 



Accotdlugto the Mississippi Highway Patrol (Miff) acoldent report, provided to the FBI 
bv ltffl^KSp^ ~| the cara involYod In the crash were traveling in opposite directions and 
Impacted head-on. Tho driver of the other car, Mr. Bruce, was charged with driving on the . 
wrong side of the road. The report does not indicate whodisr or not Mr, BrUCO was dirwk, 
however H does Indicate tliat tho road at the accident site and time was straight, level, and dry, 
and that U was dark but neither driver's virion was obstruoted. 



According to HgJlBLJ whilo Mr, P ray was in the hospltnl he was the target of veiled 
threats from unidentified sources, [(t>jtO(C) ] told the FBI that Mr. Gray came homoJronUhj 
hospital "profoundly changed" and never spoke about the accident. Similarly; vow 1 * 711 
1 (b)(7)(C);-' ; ~7\ told the FBI that she learned tVom Mf, Brewor'alMP 
discussed tho accident. 



1 



that he too never 



Tho FBI determined that Mr. (fray died on December 21, 1990, Mr, Brewer died on July 
19, 1998, andMr, Bruoo died on Aug ust 28, 1996 . 'l>s,| (c)(7)(c) ~ 
of tho accident. MIq~^ mio3tfonn [MzMT 



^ia tho lone living survivor 
"]account of the incident, however, and 



continues to believe that there la relevant infonnatlon missing, Ulti mately, the federal 



Investigation has failed to uncover sufficient evidence to contradict ) M7HpT 
Identify any suspects, 



account or to 



After onroftil review of this Incident, wo have concluded that there Is Insufficient evidence 
to establish that yt»ur |ffi)|7)(C) | death constitutes i racially motivated homicide and, therefore, It Is 
not covered by lh» Emmett Till Act ntui, therefore, we have no choice but td olose our 
investigation. 



Wo regret that we cannot be of further assistance to you. Again, please accept our sincere 
condolences for the loss of yoin'pM^T"] 



Sincerely, 



Paige M. Fitzgerald 
"Deputy Chlof In Charge of the Cnld Cwfe Initiative 





. <M\ lights BMtTi#/b^on^UTB{i«oWbbKli«ilJt te.hstdttiqii, flto bvfividiuils iwHisaujd.itt^w, 
.p?oS«<ii«l£in*. $tem stare - oondolenTOs-onWlQ^.ofyoXirj 



Jfria'tetottSiQ Tfc Wto-CM -Right* l3*#h«fo« tif&p. D«t)Mrtm«^lh^Ml%in 



i ^ m IWltift '^Ald. Gate. »ittiatf w w — ■ ft -t&ni^teMlw. affW W ItiMir 
$6'#3l flda tfiStoes method HlMf" toJjfcutl^ friiSltotto - wbteh j*i j^xljo'^-foc 

-ttoFBl ta&asttytog ^iitoMl'^cwff fcrJav^ftliwa pntlio soJieftWi 1 fcifc, 

' WW, WW™ 



■ ■ t||i, .» tmlii I- " 




Wd^lti-tfaBtt" dj)iii*fjijbl8:MfeGut6r. "WolmveitowiCCto^W-od thee tevtowafcd wis! 
i-tinciinp, 




liiVewtili«Lw^i^^rltfe.p^t:Af btiiig 'this fewUWeM'ijdoM W^'^Ai^ flttiW rPSHW (JKSbJ?); 



.Vol 




iA,iftw.rdi.iiij 'to Bmv.i' 




" J iMi^l^vt*^ shot FjUJirm^i^^cvB|atotopx^ l^^> but ^tiaiidln^^^^^ru:;^.!^^^.. 



of 



ty aigfct' of -August l'5 < .;j.i)j% ( ,B.flt! 




Ai! ifcitojjsy, oeailuofediosa August ajrfoOboMly oT&aitueky IMlcd 



ilfiitdsrrtli^ who had fte.^;th^JfrllJl Shot 





> l^S-oii state murd be 



m im\ msm& m^ms^s^ i Mktite i i fh Mbiai pt*ta. .AiWow 




and dltl not ^tflo^'ttiovl^teta mtfOtty 



ttpttftlg tfwt Mt> Htaptoii'a Bj&Sfaflis MtP/ii, A 'KSF flf 6^ j©x«imhi»r tesMtstl &'<it.ftie fbfee 
ofttio-. office^ ■ , 



Aflat etolifltta<!^ 

Mtetes, Ifoiwat t&e i& W ito t'Hauj»;pioMbits tht wttemrtlve 'uppiloAtton of iho -1-99.4 
cdruiiial; ^aidant*, Wttldllid (Ml lights DIvMtwi lias wwd TCWrdvilfitfils «thtiito»K» 

pwswtijtm-ittfla.tfr'O^ ■ • 

'BtjteWJfl.. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Civil Rights Division 1 ' 



144-2- J m 



CrWmiWiaalion-PHU 



Wetumpkti, AL 36092 



your 



Wo Eire writing to Inform you that the Department of Justice arid tho Federal Bureau of 
igftflffllli&BQ rwoiifly conducted u review of Ihochwnittariooa surrounding the dotrthof 



mm 



_ Jtimau'Eewl Motley, on November 20, 1*><5G. . We regret. to inform you that wo arc 
unable to praoeod further with a federal criminal investigation of this matter because tho poison 
rcHpo'oalbb tor Mr, Motley's death, Harvey Connor, is deceased. Please aocept our sincere 
eondolaiwes on the loss of your [jw) 

Over tho last 50 years, tho Civil Rights Division of the Deportment of .lustfc© l«w been 
instrumental In bringing justice to some of tho nation's most disturbing olvll tights em orlrncs, 
Today, the Division continues to iu» its resources and -expertise to identify, locate, and, where 
poesibib,. prosecute those responsible for coraariittirig ram ally-motivated orimod committed more 
than 40 years ttgo, 

In 2006, flip RBI begun its "Cold Case ItdtiatiYc" a comprehensive effort (6 Identify 

and hivBsilgftte mehdly-Duilvrttod murders conuulttcd decade? ago, 'Toward that end, each of the 
56" 1?S1 field offices searched thdr "cold ease files" to identify Ineldontswhiolirrdghtbo ripe for 
'investigation, hi February of 2007, tho FBI announced thenoxtpliaia of the iuttlftfive, which 
luofudos a partnership with the "National Association for tho Advancement of Colored Ptiople 
(NA AO'), tho Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), mid the Nttttoaat Urban League to. assist 
the FBI in identifying nddidomd eases ibr Investigation and to solicit their help. In October 
' 20Q8, the "KiwWtD] Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Aot" ( l( lmiinelt Till Act") became law 
giving tho "Department of Justice additional tools to investigate "violations of criminal civil rights 
atahUea . . , re.si.il (pig} in death that "occurred not later fen December 31, 1.969," 

Tho federal roviow concerniltg Mr, Motley's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative and the Jim mutt Till Act, This review won conducted by FBI Special Agents and on 
experienced "cold ease" civil lights prosecutor. We have now concluded that review and wish to 
inform you In writlttR of our flndlnp, 
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T. 04/12/t.O 







'J I 



As port of its review of the circumstances of Mr. Motley's death, the FBIresearahed and 
reviewed media arti cles from 1966 and 1967; obtained 1he fUo of to Alabama Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) which, conducted the looel investigation; obtoinod the 1 967 FBI and D'OJ 
filos; and conducted searches of Alabama death records, 

t 

, i 

According to our xvview, on November 20, 1966, James Motley whs ft passenger In a car 
that EUnott) County Sheriffs Office (HCSO) Deputy Harvey Cornier stopped for n traffic . 
violation, During theoourso of the traffle stop, Mr. Motley told Deputy Connor that he did not 
liayet jurlsdiQtion'bocause (be truffle, violation hod occurred in a difJerent county, Deputy Conner 
wns reportedly offended by this comment and ordered Mr, Motley to exit tho vehicle. Mr, 
Motley ' complied, but told Deputy Connor that he ooidd not wrest the driver of the ear. Deputy 
Conner ordered the vMm toflit inside his patrol oar, Mr, Motley refused, and he and Deputy ■ 
Conner walked up the highway approximately 1 00 ytttU. 1 *, 

Mr, Motley' 8 friends all fltated that thoy heard a single gunshot and sawtheilnsh from 
Deputy Cornier' a gun go down towards the ground as if Deputy Cojttwr had fired « warning shot, 
Mr, Motley $m compiled witli Deputy Conner's request to sit inside the putrol ear, When 
backup units arrived, at the scene, Mr. Motley exited tho patrol ear at Deputy Conner 'a request. 
Deputy Conner then hit Mr. Motley In the head 8ovo:al times with a slapjack, Mr, Motley fell 
onto the trunk of lha ear, then slid to the ground. As he did so, Mr, Motley reached out and 
grabbed Deputy Connor ' s shift Deputy Conner hit Mr, Motley In tho hend agni'ti with the 
slapjack 



\ Km A ' wh o had res ponded to tho 

scene pursifMit to Deputy Connor's call ibr backup, stated thatjtbliffiffi ~] searched Mr, 
Motley and found a knife in bis pocket, Deputy Connor then grabbeTMrTfiJotley and told hhn 
that ho would teach him not . to disobey a Jaw onforcomout officer. Deputy Conner grubljod a 
Hlupjflok and struck Mr, Motley in the head with it several tUn.cs, causing Mr , Motley to bleed 
pronely. 

Deputy Connor transported Mr. Motley" to 'Hie jail and told F^" ) ". *1to carry 
Mr, Motley Inside and wash the blood from the patrol ear, Tho(W/5('05" ^stated that they 
found M'r. Motley outride the patrol our, muwraoloos und ooyorecrrnlifood^ with two holes on 
the side of Ida head, T bay carried tho victim Into a jail cell, whereupon the victim rolled off'tfw_ 
. bp hunk and stock his hea d en the floor, According to 3 962 .FBI investigative reports, \M 7 M} 
pb)(7)(C!) ^"^"I who was not mentioned to tho slate files, stated that as Mr, Motley 

exited 'the holloa oar at the jail, he Htumbled, struck his head on a metal post, and fell to the 
ground, 

A physician who was called to the jail 'to treat Mr, Motley pronounced hftn dead shortly 
thereafter, An autopsy revealed that Mr. Motley died from brabi Injur! and had multiple slnill 



II 
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ffcfiOltJ&S. The coronet concluded 'that Mr. Motley' n bond injures co\ild hnve;rwiultod from the ' 
blows ffem&e^I^wSi the Mi to tho ground outside thojall, or the fall frort the bunk bed, 
Accordingly, th« oorotitf otaariflodlMr, Motley's death hh 'Wldentitf," 

. • 

in January 1 £>67> b state grand Jury declined to indict Deputy Connor on. charges of 
homicide Deputy Corner ma also charsed with violating i8 U.S.C, § 242, ttio fedora! criminal 
olvil rif#s Mtauvte, and fried in fedor&J diiitriot oouri, Tfw Jwry.rettimed a not guilty verdict on 
April 12,1967. 

In addition to tiits fmdjogs described above, the 'IbdwaUiivratigfrtion determine! that 
Ma Connwdted on November 5i 1980. ' 

After ewM review of this lnoldoot ? w© hm concluded that the. now deceased Harvey 
Connor noted dons when h« assaulted the* vloiim aud thereto*, we imvo no choice but to close 
our Investigation, 

Wo r%#t thntws otm otbe^ fftarito udslsteiice toyou. Again, please accept emr alnosre 
ooiidoteuooii on the law of yow jWffl"? \ 

Sincerely, 




Civil "Rights DWWoa 
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WPtmrfmlt Mum, WW 
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Wo ore siting to inform you thai: the Department of Juatioo and the Inderal Bureau of 
.tVtyeBt^iiiUM ^BI) repwutly conducted ft roviww of the oiiwmirtAtws sim'oimtfllrig the death of 
yow[0CT(W]AlphoiiHD Hftrtte, on t3ao«jn1)ex r 1 , 1 966, in Albany, Goot$a. We t-ofjrert to inlorm. 
you that we tore umible to proceed iuKhyr with ft iederal criminal investigation of this matter 
bwinwet tbecfromntrtfrnooN ofyowbro'lhw'tf death do not lncHo ato i tha t a: MiofoUy met' " 



UVUKW" W ^VVWyHW H Will" UU iHUtvlll'W HUtt» ^[lU^MY J.Ui\L . 

homicide OMourjed. Moreover, the pw'son responsible lor yotu1(fe? (7)(g)"'l doti^ tb )v y ' iC 



was prosecuted by the rtata for 
condolence on the ions of your. 




with the shooting, Ptoaeo aowpt our siww 



Over ttw lost 30 years, the Civil Rights Dlylalon of the Department of JwtJoo has been 
Instrumental in bringing Justice to aomo of the natton's most cllyti-rrbinjf cIyII rights ere orlmoa, 
Today, the* Division oo'Mlmieu to \\m its resources and expose to Identify, locate, and, where 
possible, piwoute those I'Bspouslblo toy committing raoblly-ttiotlvHtcd orlnw committed mpro 



■ tii S006, tfa> Bit began ltd "Cold Cm Mtktivo" — ootnpratoaBlve effort to Identity 
omd Invofitigfflte raotalty-niotlvatwl tmu'deri- oomuf,idt(*d deoadee ago, Toward that end, each of die 
5<6 FBI :flold otflws sotu-ohycJ th<?Ir "oakl wise fllotr" to identity incidents whioh might be ripe for 
havoallgtUlori In Jfotouwy of S007, the FBI tumoimood tho .next phtuje oftho Initiative, which 
inohidos'ttptatJioi'ship with t)n« National Atitoolatlon for the Advancement of Colored People 
(HAACP), W» SotiraWfc Poverty Uw-CWer (SPLC), and tho National Urban League to wiat 
Hit) FBI in Identifying additional oases for investigation wid to solicit theii: help. In Qutober 
2008, bj "Emmoti Til! Unsolved Civil Rights Cdpe Ac*" ("Emmett Till Aot M ) bwmt hw 
giving tho Department of Justloe addiiiontil tools to investigate 'Molatioiisi of arimbal oivll rights 
stiitoes , , . Nwultttogf in M\" (hot "occurred not lutw than December 3 1 , 1969," 



w g gaagdg 
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Th* federal review gomowniftg.Mv, I-Itut'lf's death was begun pursuant to the Cold Case 
Initiative wid-tho ButimsrttTUI Act This review WW oorirtuotocl by FBI Special Agents and an 
expcrtonaad "ooid earn?" olvil rights* profloeutor, We have now qunoIxTcfod tlmtroview and wish to 
Inform you In writing of our findings . 



As part of Its nwtow of the circumstances of Mi'. Harris's death, the FBI lefloawhed 
woordo lathe Mississippi Dftptwiirwrit of Archives and History (MDAH); 'ooittaoted Mi Albany 
ooiirt, Albany pqlioQ officios, mil the Marine Corps; end obtained a local newspaper ai'tlde and . 
Mr, Harris's, death wrtifioflto, 



mm 



Ly, on December t, 1966, 
sh ot and Jk flJod Alphonao I-Wis, While me two men wWgrappfin} 

I autBlcteito Lbs Amos Club 

Jbxirnped into RWK^ 



■,'. y >»p>u« v*v vi>*u hw .>v^« *»«»v. Somolime during the argument, jjjjX' J. 

(b)(?)(S lexitwt theohib, and reMevod » pistol 'from his oar, P EP] j than approached tho 1 ^— - 1 
table whore Mr, Harris wrs flitting with three other men .and told thaw that ho thought he was ; 
about to bo shot ■ Mr, Harris mid ilia three other men .exited the olub with Mr. Toorner pnd tun 
hitoggSM^Jwho wwrotnrmng to thy club, armed with a pistol, P^lM^Jfli'od o&oshot 
into the ground. Bo and Mr, Harris then bejfno.sLPugallng over the plSol, During the struggle, 
tho platol discharged twice and Mr. Harris' wstolnwi a tim pnshot wound to ttw sto mach ow l 
[©(7).^ |a«!ltfii.']fg| rv gunshot wovfiHd to | [high. According to local Mflfl ivoordsi^Of'W-) 
charged In March 1.1)67 with Maying a weapon without n permit He plod guilty in May 1967, 
and pflJd b $300 fine, and $45 in ouurt .oewts, 



After oaroAd rwiewof thla Incident, we have ponolnclod that yotut ®^ 'J shooting does 
not constitute ft racially motivated hemlcido nnd, thwfbre, tot within the piifvfow of the 
Emmet* Till Act. Accordingly, we have no choice but to close our invest! gaiton, 



WewgretAhutwooanno 
Qondatoftcw for the loss of your 



^^jf tether nssitftai'toe to you, Again, please nooept our sinewo 



Slnaeroly, 



Paige Mi Fitegorald 
Deputy Cbtafta Chtogfl of the Cold Caw Initiative 




1 ' U.S, Departm if Justice 

CWU Rights Division 



IndlwiapoUit, IN 46254 



mw 



Wo are writing to inform you that the Department tn£ Justice and. the Federal Bureau of 
Inves tigat ion (FBI) recently conducted a review of the clrcnmstanoofl surrounding tho death of 
yoiu'lWWjDr. George Washington Singleton, Jr., on April 30, 1 957, We Kegret to Inform 
you -[imTwo are uruihle to proceed further with a federal criminal investigation of this matter 
because there ia Insufficient evidence to Indicate thai a raci ally m otivated homicide oeourwd, 
Please accept our slhttere condolences on the losa of yovir j$^I(5r" 



Qvet the last 50 years, the Civil Rights Division of -tboDopniUneut of Jtisliw Una bora 
instranionta] iu bringing justice to some of tho nation's most disturbing civil, eights oca primes. 
Today, the DhMofl continues to 1130 its resources and wtporiiito to identify, locate, and, whore 
possible, prosecute those responsible for committing ntohdly-raotivatcd ochno?. committed in ore 
than 40 years ttgo, 

In 200e», tl« FBI began its "Cold Case Inltintrvo" — a comprohenaivo effort to Identify 
•and iEivoHtigatt) l'luMally-rnoUvated murder committed doeades ago. Toward that end) each of .the 
$6 FBI Hold offices searched their "cold ease files" to identify, incidents which might bo ripe, for 
Investigation. In February of 2007, (he FBI announced tho next phase of tho initiative, wbloh 
inoludea a par tnerNliip with Hie National Association for Elie Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and tho National Urban League to nsxlst 
tho FBI in identifying additional oases for Investigation and to solicit tholr help, In October 
200 ft, tho "Bmmtrtt Till tmsolved Civil Rights Crime Act" ("Emmotf Till Act") bcoame law 
giving tliii Department of Justice additional tools to Investigate "vlolntlc-.ua of criminal civil rights 
statutes . , , waultfjng] In death" mat "occurred not' later than December 31, 1969," 

The fodtiral review concerning Dr, Singleton's death was began pursuant to the Cold 
Case Mtiative arid tho Eramett Till Act. This review was conducted by FBI Special Agents, and 
an experienced "oold ease" oivll rights prosecutor , Wo have now conoluded that review and wiah 
to inform you in writing of on ^findings, 

As pHU of Itsjrevlew of tho oirenmstanecs ofDr, Singleton's death; the FBI obtained and 
reviewed the results of the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) and Shelby Police 
Department mveaUgatloiv^d. attempted to locate all pertinent witnesses interviewed by the SB] 
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In 1 957. Only quo witness was located and hltervtowod, Thfl remaining 29 witnesses were cither 
deceased or could Hot bo located "using ft variety of public tod law ©ntorcsment databases 

' for any additional records which might ntlll exist as a result of the original Investigation, and sent 
]BltorS to the NAACP requesting Morraauon, 

According to our review, on April 50, 1957,,Di\ George Washington Singleton* Jr, p was 
killed In m explosion and $ro in his second-story office suite In Shelby, North Carolina, The 
local InvcBtigatEOK revealed tkt, had Dr. Singleton not vacated tlie building by May 1, 1957, 
eviction proceedings would have commenced, Dr, Singleton's car was parked in front of the 
office building, packed with olothingland belongings. Further, personal papers and records had 
been removed from the office and wore located on the dining room table in Pi. Singleton'M 
home, Including insurance policies in the amount of $6000 covering "office medical oquipmcnt, 
including books and supplies," An accelerate, gasoline, was discovered at the scene of the lire, 
and latent fingerprints recovered fbm a can of gas recovered at the scene matched those of Dr, 
Singleton. Tlia medical examiner determined that Dr, Singleton died tis the result of Ids tfilrd- 
degree bums and ibuud no evidence of foul play, 

The NAACP conducted an independent mquiiy.into Dr. Singleton's death to determine 
whether it was racially motivated, but ibund nothing to indioute that this was the case, 

After ciuefbliwieW of to incident, wo have. concluded that there Idnsunlotent evidence 
to indicate that your E^ffl[Z3 death constitatea a racially motivated homicide and, Uierelbro, is 



riot covered by the Bmmett Till Act. Accordingly, we have no choice but to oloso our 
investigation, 

Wu mgvot tlnat we oannot bo of "further assistance to you. Again, pleaso accept our sincere 
ucuuioienees ibr tho loss uiym WWQt ' I 



Sincerely, 



■ Paige M, Fitzgerald 
Deputy Chief In Charge of the Cold Case Initiative 




Civil Rights Division 
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HfcrtW* i3C.' who 



Bight Mlie, AlftnlltfSIT 



We cuss wHfi'iie to Intel yew fliat fte Department of Jnatke arid the Federal Bureau of 
Ikw^totoi (PBJ) recently w»dtwt<sd s wvlew of tlie ohwwratnnowi inateundin'g the death of 
yoiu'tW^TI Rotbil Williamson, on or around May 19, 1907, We regret to Inform you that wo 
ttre imabto to proowlfiirther with aikleral criminal investigation ofthlw mtittae because 
thaia la insitfHolont widows to indtonto that a radtllly motlvntad homiekle ooourre*!. fhwv 
aooopt out Blnowo oofidoltmwa on the (osss ofyouFpf?)^ 

Over th* hat 50 yaars, the Civil Rights Division <sf the Department of Justloe has beea 
InatmmonCal In bringing Justice to some of the natitm's most disturbing olvil rights m crimes, 
TcJdity, the Division continues to use ita resources and wipertiao to identify, locate, unci, where 
possible, ptowoutfl ftiHoraspwslblo-fcr oommitttoji rwlah>MMOlivtited erlmed more than 40 
years ngo, 

In 2006, the FBI began its "Cold Ow* InitlayhV' ~ i winpreiieiwlve effort to identify 
and ilVSWrttj*** KKjlully-motlvutod murders committed detmdofl ago, Toward'tbat end, each of the 
36 FBI Md offloea eytrt'ohod their "ooM o«ee files" to identify lnoldante whioh .might be ripe for 
invention. In February oi'2'007 f ttofBI mmvxmd the next plw of the Initiative, whloh 
includes a partnership with the National AswooMon to tfoo- Advancement of Colored People 
(ItfAACl 3 ), the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), and the National Urban Lea&ueto aasi«t 
the 1131 ta Identifying additional casei to Investigation and to solicit their help. In Ootobw 
200f(, the "Bmmett Till Unsolved Civil lights Aots" C'Bmmott Till Art") bwanw few giving me 
Department of Jnstiw flddltbnal tools to investigate "violation* of criminal olvil right? ■ 
statute? . , .. rtisnltElng] In death that "oeourred not later than Dejtt&wM, 1 9<W 

i 

The federal wlew concerning Mi 1 . WilUarf»a>*« dwtfh whs begun pursuant n> we Cold 
Case Initiative and thoHmmett Till Act, This reviewwaat ooiulnotad byFBlSpeola! A&ente f*Ud 
an experienced "cold ease" oivU righto prwiroutor. We have now concluded- that w» tew raid wish 
to inform you in writing of our f 







nmmu Ti 64/sa/itj 





Aa part of it* revlw of to oiroumatBiwes cfyour brother's diealh, the 1131 obtelnod 
mwNpaper nrttoltw from l&>?} the IPS? FBI fllej tuid ei copy of Mi-. Williamson's 'Hutopsy *epoit 
Duo to 'tho extended lime period (42 years) between the incident and to initiation of to went 
federal luvoaffaaUon, and tho lack of flearohable computetad records from thai area, Wilcox 
County oft™ ww nn&bfe to Mf any existing local report* pertaining to Mr. Williamson's 
death, 



Awarding to our review, on May 22, 1967, Mr, Williamson's body was found i 
the Alpbttma River /lew Camden, Alabama. Mr, Williamson's -"body ww snugged lb a 
ftehermsitt's trot line and olad only hi trousers, The two fishermen who disoovered. 
Mr, WllHunwon's body, and a special deputy who limped reeovw it, subsequently told FBI 
investigator Chat there were no markw on it o»' guiles to it, The autopsy report also indicates 
that ttorc was uo «vtdono« ofphysloal tomato Ml Williamson's head, body « brain, Muddy 
water and debris from the river was found in Mr, Williamson's lungs, which shows that he wnif 
still breathing whoa he entered to river,, and tho otivwe of death Was likely dro wning, The 
mam of doetth was classifieds accidental. Atadoologlefu' analysis of Mr, Williamson's 
blood fevwled an oxtroroely high alcohol level (0,32 pm porootit). 

The 1 967 FBI file radicates* that die mvest i gatlen was o pened at to r equest of tho 
Alabama Bmnph of to mkCf.^ MW . ■ . ■ . 1 

slated that an individual nntaeq ■ ^^*" I daw Mr, WUUanwn walklngdown the Voad past 
[WWJbwH^M before darlf. on Miry 1 9, 1967. A few minuted latcg W^ saw a state 
trooper cat* traveling in the same direction as Mr, Williamson was vyaltetojft Whiwtyyrt^jfid 
not jaw tho oar stop, he henrd a oar door slam shortly after the cue hud passed,, -t may be . that Ms 
Indiyiduttl'i mmm was wro ngly reported and that th e aotual surname was iffroxiftyj (die 

BQ ^^PP 1 . In any event. I t does not appear that to 



FBI located or interviewed ipf although toy did Interview |$ 



Mr, WBB«B*aPi|(WJW) 



J told FBI Investigators that stohad 

no Ideit what happened tol^rTWIlllHrnsoii, but felt that ho probably met with foi ilj pto baoauge, 
he had been nttondhig oivU rights mass meetings nod ntnVng 'people to vote. [(bXffl qi 
stated that she heard that on the night of May 20, 1967, a woman named k b )(" 7 )(p ) Isaw * 
Mr. Wnilgmson , walkhnjj past her house on to M rotoo p road north of Lower PeaeiiW, Alabama, 

M ated that she also heard thatl^KW [saw a rtaktwoPMOftH ust w 
.^!^fa^Qft^^9d P E^ hothou se and hoard a door shmu [ W 7 I(5I~ Isttvted further that 



_ who Identl'fled Mr, WJllliimson's body, raid flwt 
Mr. WUHamson.'s nuek was so flwollon that he thought it may hayo been brokon. 

The FBI eiihwquejjgy contaotedl^^" lato> stated that sho W\ not soon the vlotlro oa 
thought of May j^VM mSBZ 



W^^Jiie 1967 FBI investigation nor the 200i! review produced rnddonoe to indicate; 
aAtwMy l death was often fan accidental or to snluteAttoto the tdlegfitkro mode by 
PI7)(S )-;, ■ H flat Me. WlUiwiwn Was the victim offov;! piny beoauw of Ws involvement in 



SB 

the olvil rights movement 

After o^tWj^bwjsi'lhis Incident, wet have oojwlwdedihet (here la tnawf&ritmt evident 
to IndtQcrto that your EES foflfowttftitstoi » racially wottvtit&d homteld*?, Thwltoo r It it 
wot covered hy too Btiiiuett f ill Act Aoooidliigly, we have no cholas but to oioae our 



wigwt that we putmotte a 
condolence* on Hi* lotis of yoidw" 




Sinoawiy, 



Deputy Chiof in Charge ditto Cold Case Khitlntlve 




fj fafrg Mjjg . ■ , w'i ,i.. , ,. i . ' .. K . nt .l. * 



Mtolphiii, TN 381X3 

Woat$ wltitigfco 3rt&tm yoitan<j jpWJiJwsflly that fee Dapwtfnotu: of JiistiotHiud tin* 
Fedcttil BtJwsau of lii vo&ilfet^iant^^iy reoontly tMKfctolwl ; a rtyviysv trf tlv&eltt&h1dttui6c& 
aaraaimdtogtk&.d»(fll» 6'fyw^|^MjT6-yottv-ciia toy F/iy.n6,oiY K-tnrdh 2&, ]$0ti attlie Vowkv, 
•Homes Wfltowjpfo Ab woelpnln1>ehw»'aj!ler careful .iwtew and oon!iidw»tton 'oftfwsc 
ofj.'fiiuiifltivncp^ wo Ims cached tHawmttlHtitott feUta avwltftbto^vtdflnaa cloosHot-idlowtk 
'lbdeml £flW0W«ttt0'ptlMi3 a proawatloii for « •vtalttlftn. ttf&d«M'J erjnilual olvll dgftsl 
Statutes. Tfeo sfif oar wtow a* etwtfrmriwitl brim, 



oriiio.Dtyptu-ttnuijt oj? Justice '.hM bwiv 
Htid cxpwtlse co idfcnttry-, leeato, and, mAw* 



Owr-tlffl Wt ^ years, tbo^Ivil-ill 
liintKiUBMitEd in khiBi'(m ! jas'U(«ito semuw - 
Today, iiib DUitfw itarilintfos to - U80 toHOUloW 
possibly profcetfftte amaoi^putwlfelo for Obrrffidlti 
than. 40 yours qgo. 

Ii.i 2006, tbo 3ffll bogfttt its "dofci -Otido initiative" — | Gaitp-ohenaiyo .effort to itfenifjy 

'56 !PBt.fl«W .aHloos-awrolwd tlidr "cold oosie flics" to lioatffy Irtoldonlfl. wbioTi might bo tlpo for 
UwaMgatioM, JoJ'dbttwry Qi'3007„th9-PBI rtntioutwcd tbeneixtpbnsp of thu.Lnltktlv4, which 
iiiclu'il^ tfjjtotrMirpWp vrttli thb JjJfflijkffli, 

tNAAGP), fho abrithom JPwvaity Law Gtftftw^LGi), m\ too htottowd Uitoiin-te&gue to ms& 
'tho FBI Ih ldaii.ttfying idcllfloiiftl oases for teY<atfgatibli.tuid Kj solicit thaMolp. h OotobfW 
20G8, tlio''TSmnn>tt.Tai (Tiisolvud Civil -ttifehte Crime Aof ,: ("Kmjwct TlU Am") 'bwonw law 
giving <lveI)opiWtittonVofJustloofld<!Ul'ojiiiI:t<K)lN (:o kva'iligttto ''VtototbffiS ofoi'ln'iimit i 
statute* . « - .roaulttlTig-] in MMfiftfatf "W*ffS*d not Ifttor Awn 15ewtnb<si- 3 L> l..9'69." 



.mlWftKtl isvjsW &>iMcriri'iij; M<\ Ftiyi'io'irdtiivth' was bog,titi ptjrmjfutt to the Cold v«w 
liltitltl'VO tfndiUo ^mwttTQlAot. TKtawiow was conduced by KbI Spwinl Agoal&Hnd-m 



.A&jwrt <et ho jevio* of th& aiwtirastattJM ofMv. Payne's floats* the . FBI liswvl««wd 
ciMllwi vrlfnttfteea and als&cttood^i^^Wiwfi^pttpot' ertioitoa, iba report af Uici 
■KSe'mpTite Pol We D'^w-ltriunt (MPD)mn1 dooiM'umVfrofc the oo'Mfilaof iho federal Ml 
lawsuit ilkd-by your prafeote, "dOJ pcawmnel identified wid retirbeyoft % jiloawl fife jtcwwl W the 



Aft yott Wb ftUrbady Waft, fite-PBI had opttfted-'a oontobiportjTioows tavtw'llgtf'Lon frw days 
after Pftyo^s ctue^tU. I^t^ei^totwvt^ 

vln.o'iudlug^oteigfaphs ami dtagrow. Tho'PBI ^ibiniitod its 'report & well aalhwepoil 
of the Manip^IjP<iilto'U6pttrUw)nUti Ito&ii JftBSrMflti nth 




En «ddltlf>ni rawMa JEndlbvcttf that tlveti-L)6pmy Asslsiar.t Attorney d^i^Lof lite 'Civil 
fctyhh) "Diviflioii Jfm Tttciwf 1 n Meri^phl'a shortly alter-Mr, l%ho dlod to Hp&iR with 
ffffmmurdfy>Kotfvisfr iffld AVltapaisep to the hi&l?lent Members pfthe Toutestte Advlsoty 
OorntojiitefetettoXTBtedStatw C'omMisalonoivOivllEigli^CUSCtR) also dLwwd.irio 
•UioMoril with Deptity AssktftiiVAtfettflsiy Goiwml TUmor, Thei'« was fif(?(i'i'fti)tit\t : .i)twr).tIoa in tha 
madia (i*r ptirt ofita .©overage of the WidoKpi'eud ohil dititiubtmoos rtt ibo ihm. 

In 1$TX, the W closed te.bvwttp'tfftn opting thatfhy evldeae©- "gAimot disproty© 
flubJaot'-H oMmof SBl^'ofenati." At tlvittimo,thoii-y,S; Altomiey^obinBon, concurred *!ih 
staffing the investigation, adding thatiho shooting w "Obviously woouKk! in seif-ddfoiise on the 
puHoMio .police offim* 

It te.lwp.oi'tniU to rornombw thni'we m obligated to mwilyz© tho »*fet«cpj aoofii'ding to th« 
Upl Wantedjiaif tfi U£JQ» t 343E, thatippltooblufodei-itl cirMtaol olvi'J sights au»t* whicji 
rebuke* that tlm £6v<irnme>Pt,l>e utnle to, prove, "boyortd.n iwao'iiiibfo^aoH HiaL lite alflMr 
wUlfiJll>f -lifted ■nirirofljrtfDthtta tofcaiitaiubly oould huvjJ b'oliWod witS »bbc«H&iy "under tlio 
oli-ouwAtttttOW. According to onsu low, tHo-r6!(sonfibldne^i)i"th6 amount offofoavftid Is 
deteixflbxed-ftcftti 4 l©;pw<»p«K)Uv«> <)•!?» ms&tam^M^ on'H Boon*. Tto) W Bo'MBjwiwa that 
feo g0Y*ntmeftt lflUtitpi.'Ove'b6y£3i]d-£U , CfiB0Mfe]oUi)iib'£ that to vf&fitor WlllMv tottsndtfil 'tom 
lixmmb/ii fofuo. "Willfully" inoims tiwtth&tdBeerl$ not aotoiitol'ijilatcik^ ndflporoyptton, of 
even bad judgment, Anotto Way 'WUifulnbSf 1 Is cm&HHbW & to My thai thd -offlwr -knew 
thtit wluit he wao doing, wis imi& Nt'^fetls did It-anyvWiy, Tims, thocojmlusjQn wnplwdlws 
Id to btwed m ini tgrrilywls oJtlw avMonotJ winy, flioso"atfi«dimJa* 

TTh'o .follt>wJiJfc -ftuinmftfjf ftjflw uv'tJtii 1 ) 1s baabd oti tttir ntfuM \ f ovlow.of -all of flbbVu 
nkwuuienl* Httd tho ttddltitilial-lliV-Ofttifeiyloo. Q'fl-tho fti&rol'ng^f Mai^h^S, iS^Mr, l*nynu:tmd 
n(: least ono JWond j oined hundtcda of youlig people 10 ftklfp School 'and' travel 'to downtown 
Memphis, ttoro «^t4«iil:of twion and wtlvl^ boowwo^of pisgojng-ptrjkotiy 
sft«lt(tUt>tv W)rJ«>w-wiid ! (ia Impondlltfl visit 'by flic ftw.Pr, Mflftlft I,ul1iw-"Kit®i If. Tho gnUi^jJtig 
Uoofi twlmiofltocl.in'ii divll dlaUii'bftnooVilHa.'vkyleati^llDp/retiotion, nlofigwfth. Y/ldospY^td 
lo'oUivg. 'Ctoliioiclcntally, Mt. -Eayme Wafl pkotogi-dplied J ust knuu 'befo^ 'tho tooting as Ji&Wad 
UOttil tkh0kii with windows apparently brokcndiie l&'v.iiidnllsut In llic photograph,. ho is 



T *~ 



.1" 



.ground. -Alter- a ftw houw, Mr, ^ayrio-'lofl the dbwfltown aroa aod *o(wii«J to thplWtor Homes 
housing wmpte; wboro ho waa ^Wiliurm&rnbar of ihu earnrnunity. 

IJpou KfTivlag 'at thB ftpartniartt Complex, USt* tfQUb ran to She el the buildups w'ons.he 
Op&iad thb d«i>r orul Mtffewi ffio boH'or ro&ni in 'the bas'omfcnt. Hie boilef roofrt. door watt on , 



Ho was flowed to faw&pf&y byj 
who teed awn Wm-Wtho'rtnwtinaa'li 



I Wo" 



.etratefevlflltW, 



AbcoMAg to H|S|W her^aw ML iH .Ms patel ^rwhtSti lib Saw Mr, l'hvn« mr, to 
Ifcobasoraotit bf -ism? of the buildings and -close too dGor.b&hkd 1dm. TiiooffUmr gdt out oif-hiu 
paucot ear and tan fo within to feot oftho door, when Mr. Puya© studiloaly opewla die door, Tho 
ojffioac.ord&md Mr-, Feynu to'Cotfib.G'ut with hla hands up but Instead Mi\ Phytic hmipod bmk 
\mk\o and pulled the door'/iluit. Thoofa^Mna within frWfteto.fTha dtjarancl^ioarf 
soyoi'td'ttiri^ibithfi victim to open tho-door, After-Several isctxmda, tji»-door again openwl and 
Mr, Fayns skied out of tho dti'm- wliii 'hb "toft .sid» ^dj^Mdwrn^ oat first, Hie light hand 
fflsmaWd. an U10 lt»tde door hautifo as'hu mim oiit|^^|^il;jii|yell'od .three or fbflr li'rrM for 1 
Me, Paynci'to raise Mb hnada Thtr Gftleer h&Id hfe) Hhotgiui in nwmW hand, pointing it towards 
Mr, Saynb, HofttMi r&tohed With Wft loft hand :in : 6rd&rtO'Hlnt'l^i',.'PRyii'6 around aiid take 'him 
Itito.oua'tady, JU that ^rtb thrift, Mr. -^utJ'flrl^ithandabddctoly booamc visible and flie officer 
spotted a Made about fi'ai-B inches 'Jong, Mr. Ihyw began to makc'a.jtiotioiil;ow.f»«t3'tlio office): 
who timd ids weapon one tima, Mr* Payne ibil down 'Into to atatiwd],n.eat'th& dooro and tt» 

kiifo foil m> eh)? nmmi 

When odier off[c»l-s nrrivrjd.^HK^I.piobd'iip the lnif« and to ld his partner fhafho 
MX be'J'aid.tojhoot;I)^flua8 "be drew ip^nTfe ()l^nl^^,' , ' yflthiir tt>1mmjg^gBlj^«A A 

ro'aoMng outWMds Mr, PaynMtthe time ho 'Btod,'S^^rtrttald 'lhaiWMBtbae if bo 
•h'M .nof.Rrc^, ;woplti-h&ve JcllioiJ nic," Sovon oiYunuia-at the dStib Mwwro DflSwn: 
jnonHoji thB.kniio'hcld by Mi. !l*oyiw> Whilo sdll a't ffi» sconcj, jiip o'fflopr .mid ho •''Ji-nftxl" to have 
-la shoot 

23bo«j^ aa you '.know, fee shooting cfOOUifed 'ttWUM noon 'to a gWly-kitit ttfl ositjg. 
oomplox wltlru dwiii; pop u bit 1 on, thbro wore aboat 23 i'saUlents imd ftleiids who reported th«t 
tlicfy wltnofisodoithcr. tlto patiioorpfirtlal uspttutH of dio-lnddynt. ".Clam wltneaBos lmvo bwn 
intefvlewd at l^t'oaoo <iiid Homfeilme^ tMot^ by cither tho Mompbls Po'lloo Dopartrfitintor by 



'Mont oflhciMj-BOsidtaits w«to acqu'tdottd With, orfcnow of, yOur^^Mandyour fbinfly 
rjteinWs, Wadjng pmmtim who «ciwsd^ the -spoto, though «t m ww of §& Xwiiiad, 
■rtin^of .th*-«a7aoiito observed. aMft in Wfi Pftyfto's liand, matvy of fern reported lh«fwlri1<r 
still at thoacftha msy biUitif ov'orhotud the ofS«5r titl k -tibou t th^ if nitb -fhtvt they wfiio.kJiim 
on UTO'Wcsitntt, TKb wttnoSs'es'Wefe eoiievally gatharbd'-lh.a few <Ji'f('6rt>ittl9«Wtl'aiiS, nmio of whloh 
allowed a cdrect uoobslrwdtod view into the inler'lw Kasftmbnt smii'wolb whoro jfhootoj}, 
•oocuwe4 lilgta oi'tiw wftawsca wore iioarjy abtoolc away, at tlv» opjjoaitoond of the poacLywA 
nn'd thai r view was o'butmotad 'by nlw np#i door of the btiB^nont, Oth&rsi « on tlia Heuond or 
ihit'il :i.lt>of biilooni.bs alwyo'tbff doorway, which would hw .prtvtotea nMam ihlb of nijgbthitu 
IIU' iJiwcnioiiU'hiiMai, Still cUbt* DfltOWSM ^ ik'fiUM'-ii 61 V^Ufi loealiuiiM in. faj Storj^ejf, 
and had thoii' ittioniwn.tbawn to tbo flocna only afl'o'r homtog the gtiftahot, Undofs'tBttiduM^ itfl of 



iho witness** worvtoxblydtewg&t wt tho ijtot thwa y«ws mux known to thorn lid taut 
tolly u'hotty ttpollee ojpdft, and iflarty engaged in liitoko ^oitvaft^tlon.feiVeut.tiiuti' atfOso'UntH as 
well 81 njtpressod -angel' (it lha ofiHoOta , Also hxarty Wltoe'dsusj'' twotiuiifa wore in ooirfliut eitHd^ In 
Btgttfllwwt ways tin In •amijll ways with those- ofptfu* -witnesses, ysMisb 1b noni&usual .after a&l 
moving Wert that :te vlftw^dflm'iKuiy ■dltfwiit vantage- jpobte, HftH, itii toVwp&dtedibsit'fn 
■Kiiy^w^mitlwft, I^1b^i»b«vaj«si^tli6WiMaW ^cows would b& substaiitfcfly vUtofltbl© 



Mmmi^ the pfyraUwisviclwro does notrenvtetho account provided .V^^eer,' The 
iwtopsy tliagtfdti. Bhdv/b feat tho location, oolite gunnhot woimdtfiatohed tlio.io««,tloa-of 
^(tfipowdcr'nooldnii^h'tlio-orla ifiho (irtitwas ln» vol'sod .pdirftton, 

XJmj inviSErtifiationftuthor noted thf>t uMtuxiphld g toixd. J wry -dobl [n ttj Ml&t'thd rjrBwsE 
.itnd'tbat^ie. civil lawsuit brought by your parents wna-dl3misB<jd irfrer-ajwy found fir-favor of[hi> 



Our iwM analysis o f tho i-eeord described -abdVfc htta led to "fh6 tiohbltisloii'.that the 
ovideneo'slh-ydy -d<ws not provide dft- sdapAte bnslH for u federal cf iinionJ wvll %hfe 
proiie&ution, Vi&reS the goVurnmwtt would teve ftj ipefet tho logtd aloud avd •desorlbed above, of 
proof boydhd ivrty.ioaddiwb'b doubiMt tbet>ftiw)r ecst'ed%vUli^lIy wheti ho fitedhis vwjsjpoti. U 
Jw^MiPtad fha'tevon tfiKfc ovidtonoe twew-imfHeleHtt to establish wulfulruws-wn 1b»¥Ml.ttf 
3'W° would nonetheless bp haired item piirsidiiir.ihis .iQ»ttor-i»».u 'MtM oiintol 
3 fjiiitlw, bootnwo tho wpplleabk Jbdettil .statute afjimiuttifonfi -baa- Mp'freO. lb 1 968, 
criminal dvfl rights vfolattonffwc^ .siibjoofto a'ibro 

ytsm-Miflto of JlrtitfttWfls. T««tt» later, fit 1994, aome of thaw wlyimgl)l4-Ktfl.frtto^'i^ttdiu.g II 
TfrftjBi 9 $0, wees anwtided'tti provide the death poniiliy vlolationa.K;Mlliig.induath, 
thaceby eliminating JJro five-year, statute of Ihnltullontr,- HdiWfl^er/tWs-bbrtnge "Wtts iWt 
imote&Wtatfi tbrereflsrq, ••aay.pi'osoattlioit for your brother-^ death' would ImVo had to havo'bWft 
pwtsmaJ Wj thin flvo yimtf, Thefe't Westfgfttlrtix %1b» Depttrtjwat ©fjWtiw uncJertafeun in 
t#(S& die! cw-ludP vrfthln the five yeursj -with, die detsiakm tatttwfe was not enough bvl'donoet 
upon whkih to laxwija prosecution, Ouf iwibW.lw ftftt idBiitlna'l smy - ail'dUbttal soiimo of 



^B^tJ.jjl-cSaB dbisbpt 0\l£ ^iiioCM'cmitlolwicoa 10 youflnd-'to yowfittiily Jfor the h%» of 



7 ^ 'Whl :r»v«* bo 'i'bjbl'w'dijy any uodona tylttJij 
WilWvi (hlil^W SywWM b»t we hope tiitlt yotvuro K^tn'Otl 'tlsiil w bftvo eximdnd tbte'OMc as 
thotoughly u3.,poaslbb, Wp, itgnet find WS'wWotlw dftiir-thoMwalstauco th y6it 



SIncoroly, 



Palgij'M. ; 

Dbputy'^lilofiirChavgo 
aic; CoJd Cftyd luitirtUva 




